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The Season  

 of Pentecost Evangelical Lutheran  

Church in America 

The Pastors Word 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

The name of our denomination is 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, as you likely know.  That 
name has always been a bit con-
fusing to people, considering we 
are not evangelical in the way that 
term has been used in recent 
American history.  Evangelical 
tends to refer to a specific type of 
Christian that is generally more 
theologically conservative than 
the mainline (of which we are a 
part) and tends to read the Bible 
very literally.  We in the ELCA 
would be considered more theo-
logically progressive (don’t think 
politics here, but instead things 
like ordaining women and LGBTQ+ 
folks and having an open table at 
Holy Communion).  We also do 
not read the Bible literally, but in-
stead read it through a historical-
critical lens that considers the con-
text of each biblical writing, in-
cluding who wrote it, for whom, 
and the culture in which it was 
written. 

I have generally not had a problem 
with evangelical in our name, as I 
know the history of the term and 
that it comes from our Lutheran 
history.  Lutheran churches in Ger-
many following the reformation 
always used the term 
“Evangelische,” the German trans-
lation of the word, to describe 
themselves.  This differentiated 

Lutheran churches from their Ro-
man Catholic cousins.  They were 
evangelical in the most basic 
sense of the word.  Evangel is the 
word for gospel, meaning good 
news, so evangelical churches are 
churches that share the gospel, 
the good news of Jesus.  That 
should be all of us, of course. 

I recently read an article written 
by political scientist and statisti-
cian Ryan Burge that has caused 
me to re-think my willingness to 
claim the term evangelical.  He 
cites some interesting research 
that shows the percentage of 
people by religion that claim to 
be evangelical.  Strangely, up to 
11 percent of Jews claim to be 
evangelical, as well as up to 18 
percent of Roman Catholics and 
up to 20 percent of both Muslims 
and Hindus.  As a statistician, 
Burge’s first reaction to this data 
was to think something must be 
flawed with the surveys.  But up-
on further investigation, he dis-
covered the surveys are statisti-
cally sound.  Something else is 
causing folks who have no con-
nection to evangelical Christianity 
to claim that label.  It turns out 
that something else is politics.  
Evangelical Christianity has be-
come so tied to the Republican 
party that people who are not 
even Christian are calling them-
selves evangelical.  They think 
that term is just another word for 
Republican. 

No matter what, if any, party 
you might affiliate with, it seems 
like a problem if the very first 
word in the name of our de-
nomination has become clearly 
connected to one political party.  
It was one thing to have the 
word be connected to other 
Christians who we differ from in 
some significant ways, but this 
feels like it is crossing a line.  I 
don’t know what the answer is, 
beyond actually changing our 
denomination’s name.  Maybe 
that will be proposed soon, as 
there is a commission working 
on considering the future of the 
ELCA, though I have no idea if 
the name will be part of their 
recommendations.  But if we are 
sticking with being the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in America, 
I think we have some work to do 
explaining why we still claim 
that name. 

In God’s amazing grace, 
Pastor Jason 



GARAGE SALE:  SAVE THE DATE...AND YOUR STUFF!  Holy Nativity youth will 
be running a garage sale again this summer to raise money for our trip to the 
National Youth Gathering taking place in New Orleans.  The sale will run June 
13, 14 and 15.  Please consider donating items for this sale.  Bring your dona-
tions any time!  
MULTI-COLORED ENVELOPES:   As you may be aware, we have 22 youth and 
5 chaperones going to the National Youth Gathering taking place this summer 
in New Orleans.  We are doing our best to raise funds to make this trip afford-
able for all our families.  If you would like to help us make that happen, please 
consider grabbing a marked envelope (or more!) that is hanging in the nar-
thex.  Whatever amount ($1-$100) is on the front of the envelope is the mon-
etary amount you will place into the envelope and then return to church as a 
donation.  Thank you for your generosity!! 

Happy Hour with  
Pastor Jason 

Join Pastor Jason at Utepils Brewing, 
225 Thomas Avenue North, Minne-
apolis for Happy Hour on Thursday, 
June 20th from 4:30pm-7:00pm.   
 
Come anytime for some good con-
versation and a tasty beverage!  All 
ages are welcome!   

A Note from Iver about Summer Music   
Summer is here and once again I am looking for people to 
sign up  (sign up sheet on the kiosk in the Narthex) to do Spe-
cial Music on Sundays from the end of May to the beginning 
of September. Solos, duets, small groups, combos; this is your chance to sing 
or play that piece you've been working on. Have questions? Feel free to send 
me a note at ivercrest@gmail.com and I will be happy to answer them. I'm 
always willing to help find music and/or provide some coaching for your solo 
or group. And finally, both Lisa and I are always available to accompany your 
piece. 

GRADUATING SENIORS 
The following 12th graders will be 
recognized on Sunday, June 2nd 
during our 9:30am worship, fol-
lowed by a cake reception.   
Jackson Berg 
Maggie Cynor 
Mackenzie Ernst 
Carter Ferris 
Ava Heffernen 
Mia Korstad 
Avery Kubly 
Lauren Massop 
Naima Machado 
Marin Scherber 

Congratulations! 

Thanks to all who participated in the “Taste of the Burbs” fund raising event.  This is PRISM’s ma-
jor fund raiser for the year.  They reached their goal of $250,000.  It also was a fun evening for 
those who attended. 

Food demand at the food shelf continues to be high.  There was a short period in March when 
demand decreased.  March is when our distribution hours and practices changed.  In April the 

demand came back as the people we served got used to the changes. In April, we served 4,097 individuals, gave out 
100,270 pounds of food.  Over half of the amount was from food donations, but we still spent $23,152 purchasing food 
for distribution. The focus for June is for breakfast cereal. 

Upcoming this summer PRISM will have a presence at the June Pride Festival in Golden Valley, Robbinsdale Whiz Bang 
Days, and Crystal Frolics.  Look for our booth/truck and stop by to say HI. 

Also starting in June is PRISM’s produce give-away.  The first one is June 18th at 2-4 PM.  The produce give-aways will 
continue all summer on the first and third Tuesday of each month. 

In addition to food, we need volunteers.  If you have some spare time and like the idea of giving back to the communi-
ty, we could use your help.  Our volunteers are of all ages, from teenagers to people in their 80‘s.  Most of the work is 
not physically demanding.  We have a need for people in the food shelf, reception and the thrift shop. If you can help, 
please contact the volunteer manager Colette Illarde at 763-432-4230 or email her at colette@prismmpls.org. 

mailto:ivercrest@gmail.com


Book Look CUSTODIAN’S CORNER – DANDELIONS, GUTTER SURPRISE & 
TWO LINED CHESTNUT BORER 

During the month of May, Ivan Tkach (originally from 
Slovakia, just southeast of Ukraine), a neighbor of Joe 
Gartner, helped me survey our leaky gutters (at the 
seams), and offered to help install more downspouts 
between the daycare entrance doors to relieve the 
overflow during storms. I cleaned out our down-

spouts, but one at the Pastor’s office corner would not free up. After a 
recent severe storm, the water pressure flushed out the unfortunate 
reason – a deceased squirrel!  
 
Before our first mowing, I was able to spray all our dandelions and re-
seed the daycare east yard. Many thanks to Rawley 
Manning and Rod Moser for returning to run our rid-
ing mowers over our property. I have adopted the 
area from behind the recycle bin, Paradise Hill, Col-
umbarium, Annex to our church entrance with the 
walking mower. Many thanks to Dean & Jan Birkholz 
and Keith Ehrenberg (our new property council member) for assisting 
with the Spring Clean-up. We were able to wash windows, spread top-
soil, plant grass seed over the east yard, check gutters, and survey the 
first 5 of 11 sections of our sprinkling system, two of which were leak-
ing & need repair. 
 
Two years ago, I noticed one of our west oak trees had 1/4 off its 

leaves turning prematurely yellow with crown 
thinning only to discover it had been infested by 
the two lined chestnut oak borer. Arbor Doc chem-
ically treated it. This borer thrives on stressed out 
trees. These borers have returned this season. 
Three of our four oak trees along Winnetka have 
been treated chemically by Arbor Doc (approved 

by Property) to prevent further infestation and disease. A couple of our 
south Spruce trees need fungus treatment but are in a moist environ-
ment and too far gone to make economic sense.  
 
Many thanks to Bob Alexander for participating in our Thursday morn-
ing grounds group for property improvements. If you have an interest 
in our trees, landscape, or our building, the property team is always 
looking for more members. Thanks to Emily Spanjers for accepting re-
sponsibility of the Columbarium landscape. Thanks to Vern for replac-
ing a worn-out sump pump and starting up our ever-flowing fountain at 
the Columbarium. 
 
If you see anything in our church that needs attention or cleaning, just 
let me know at 763-656-8850. Tom Wiblishauser 

Raft of Stars by 
Andrew J. Graff 
is a clever, 
compelling 
coming-of-age 
tale of two 
boys who think 
they have committed a crime. 

It’s the summer of 1994 in Clay-
pot, Wisconsin, and the lives of 
ten-year-old Fisher “Fish” Bran-
son and Dale “Bread” Breadwin 
are shaped by the two fathers 
they don’t talk about. One night, 
tired of seeing his best friend 
bruised and terrorized by his no-
good dad, Fish takes action. A 
gunshot rings out and the two 
boys flee the scene, believing 
themselves murderers. They 
head for the woods, where they 
find their way onto a raft, but the 
river and the natural terrors of 
Ironsford Gorge threaten to 
overwhelm them. 

Four adults track them into the 
forest, each one on a journey of 
his or her own, each hoping to 
find the boys in time to save 
them: Sheriff Cal, who’s having 
doubts about a life in law en-
forcement; Tiffany, a purple-
haired gas station attendant and 
poet looking for connection; 
Fish’s mother, Miranda, full of 
fierce faith; and his grandfather, 
Teddy, who knows the woods 
like the back of his hand. 

This timeless story of loss, hope, 

and adventure runs like the river 

itself amid the vividly rendered 

landscape of the Upper Midwest. 



SENIOR FITNESS – FALL PREVENTION TIPS 
More than 1 in 4 older adults fall annually in the U.S. and falling once doubles your chances 
of falling again. In addition to compromising your independence and quality of life, falls have 
a financial impact, depending on the extent of care needed during recovery. Basic fall pre-
vention tips include: 
BALANCE & STRENGTH TRAINING. Exercises include a single limb stance, walking heel to toe, one leg balance, 
back leg raises, single limb stance with arm raised, side leg raise, wall or knee pushups, marching, toe & heel rais-
es, and shoulder rolls & squeezes. Source: Lifeline 
KEEP UP WITH ROUTINE MEDICAL CHECK-UPS. Your primary physician or pharmacist may know whether side 
effects from your meds may cause dizziness or muscle weakness. Your eye   doctor can review vision changes 
which could prevent tripping hazards or slippery surfaces. 
FALL PROOFING YOUR HOME OR APARTMENT. Installing railings on both sides of stairs, mounting grab bars in 
the bathroom, keeping walking areas free of clutter, avoiding unsecured rugs, using night lights, securing cords 
out of walking paths, keeping a flashlight near a bed, etc. 
IMPROVING YOUR SLEEP HYGIENE. Limit screen time before bed, schedule a regular bedtime, skipping caffeine, 
large meals or alcohol before bed, & maintain a cool, dark bedroom. 
USING SUPPORT EQUIPMENT. Walkers, canes, rollators, walking sticks & scooters can be helpful means of extra 
support. Even carrying a light portable chair may provide relief from standing. 
Source: Author Hope Gillette, May 4, 2023 & life experience  

Submitted by Tom Wiblishauser 

June Mission Support offerings are designated for Home Free, a safe haven for women and their chil-
dren who have needed to flee their homes due to domestic violence. Home Free has 4 facets of service.  The first 
is a shelter located in Plymouth that accommodates 30 adults and their children.   The average length of stay is 18 
days.  About 600 individuals and children are assisted each year.  Services are provided free of charge.  

Second, Home Free provides Shelter Advocates to work with shelter residents to identify needs and set goals. Ad-
vocates assist residents in accessing legal, medical, and financial resources along with housing and transportation.  

Third, Home Free maintains a Youth and Family Program that helps residents with children identify and meet each 
child’s needs.  Staff and volunteers provide child programming as well as one-on-one help to understand domestic 
violence and develop age appropriate skills.  

Finally, Home Free provides community education services.  At community events, Home Free works to increase 

awareness, knowledge and understanding of domestic violence in an effort to contribute to community where 

everyone can feel safe.  

Wildfire Churches Host Saints Game Outing Sunday, August 11 
Join Your Fellow Wild Fire Members as we Go Marching In for a Saints game on Sunday, August 11! 
 
~ When: Sunday, August 11 at 2:07pm 
~ Cost: $24.17 per ticket. Seats are along the first baseline and in the shade.  
~ Transportation and Parking: You are on your own. Parking is available at nearby surface lots, including handi-
capped parking at the St. Paul Farmers' Market site across the street from the ballpark's entrance. Anticipate pay-
ing between $10 and $20. Cash versus credit card payments vary by lot. The Farmers' Market lot accepts credit 
cards. 
~  A reminder that CHS is a cashless facility (vendor/food purchases).  
~ If you have questions or want to reserve your ticket, please get in touch with Sue Ferkinstad, communications 
coordinator at Faith-Lilac Way. Phone: 763-537-4523. Email: office@faithlilacway.org.  
~ This event is limited to 40 tickets. The deadline to register is Thursday, July 11. 

mailto:office@faithlilacway.org


OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

Here is the link for 
our 9:30am 
Sunday worship 

services:  https://
www.facebook.com/
holynativitynewhope/. Make sure 
you "like" the page and the live 
service will automatically pop up 
for you in Facebook when it 
starts. You can access our Sunday 
worship bulletin at 
www.holynativity.net. 
You can also call 1-855-341-0527 
after noon on Sundays and listen 
to the service over the phone. 
To view our service on YouTube 
afterward:  
https://www.youtube.com/chann
el/UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwX-
EamLBw/ 
 

Centering Prayer 
Meeting  
The Centering Prayer 

group meets on Zoom twice a 
month on Monday evenings 
from 5:30-6:30pm.  June dates 
are 6/3 and 6/17. If you have 
any interest in learning more 
about Centering Prayer and/or 
joining us, please contact Kari 
Johnson at 
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 

Flowers! 
Please consider contrib-
uting Sunday altar flow-
ers. Cost is $30 for flow-
ers or plant. These can 
be dedicated in honor or memory 
of loved ones or for special occa-
sions.  Please sign up on the 
board across from the office or 
contact the office and they can 
write you in. 

BIBLE STUDY 
Weekly Bible Study 
meets Tuesdays September 
through May at 10:00am.  All are 
welcome. We will start up again 
in September. Contact Pastor Ja-
son for more information.  

Wildfire Caregiver Support 
Wildfire Caregiver 
Support groups 
will meet from 
10:00-11:30am on 

the First and Third Tuesdays of 
each month in the library at 
House of Hope Lutheran Church 
located at: 4800 Boone Ave. No. 
in New Hope. 
 
The overall GOAL of a caregiver 
support group is to enhance the 
caregivers’ coping skills through 
mutual support and informa-
tional sharing. 
 
Questions?  Please contact 
House of Hope Parish 
Nurse Ruth Peterson at either 
House of Hope or First Lutheran 
of Crystal or the co-facilitator 
Mary Ann Pukal, at 763-533-
8333. 

Wildfire Caregiver Respite 
  
The Wildfire Collaborative Res-
pite for the Caregiver program  
meets the 1st and the 3rd Tues-
days every month year round 
from 10:00am-3:00pm. 
 
We have eight returning volun-
teers who worked one to one 
with the participants.  A few 
more are always welcome.  What 
is needed are volunteers to pre-
pare/serve lunch, leader for mu-
sic, an arts and crafts leader and 
an exercise leader. 
 
The purpose of the program is to 
provide a short period of relief to 
the caregiver from something 
stressful or difficult.   The pro-
gram offers a safe and enjoyable 
social opportunity to the care 
receiver while the caregiver has 
respite.   The program also offers 
caregivers education and ongoing 
support. 
 
For more information or to par-
ticipate, please contact program 
assistant coordinator, Shayne 
Vincent, at 612-390-0776 or Par-
ish Nurse Ruth Peterson at either 
House of Hope of First Lutheran 
of Crystal. 

NOTE:  The Wildfire Caregiv-
er Respite Group and the 
Wildfire Caregiver Support 
Group are two different 
groups that meet at the 
same time. Feel free to con-
tact Parish Nurse Ruth Pe-
terson (at House of Hope or 
First Lutheran of Crystal)  
with questions. 

PASTORAL ACTS: 

5/7 Greg Eklund Interment 
 
5/19 Confirmation 
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Continued Next Page  

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council    Tuesday, May 21,  2024  

Meeting Called to Order at 7:08pm 

Opening Prayer: Pastor Jason 

Secretary’s Report/Reminders:  

Review April minutes.  M/S/Approved. 

We received thank you notes for donations from the following organizations: PRISM and Lutheran Social Ser-

vice of Minnesota. 

Treasurer’s Report for the period ending April 30, 2024 

We caught up on expected offering, as some people give quarterly rather than weekly or monthly.  Gas and 
electric costs are down, and we are ahead of budget, mostly due to the unfilled staff position. 

OLD BUSINESS/REMINDERS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/UPDATES: 

Congregational Response to Racial Injustice: Nothing new to report. 

Staffing: Pastor Jason met with a potential candidate, who is a rostered pastor.  We could create a call com-

mittee with the provision that it could become a hiring committee if we decided to go with a non-rostered 

person.  We would need 3 council members, and 4 congregational members.  Becky, Jane, and Noya are all 

willing to be the council members.  This will be proposed to the congregation at the May Congregational 

Meeting. 

Solar Panels: M/S/Approved that the solar panel proposal be presented to the congregation at the May 

meeting. 

Wildfire Events: Beer choir happened on Sunday, May 19.  It was short notice. 

Saint Paul Saints game has been scheduled for 2pm on Sunday, August 11.  Watch for more info! 

Crystal Frolics: The Boy Scouts have found out more, and will take care of the logistics.  We would just need 

to provide volunteers on July 25-28 (28th especially).  Council is in favor of helping out. 

Council Nominating Committee: We have 2-3 potential nominees. 

Ministry Team Revival: We want to have a meeting with all team members, as well as advertise the teams in 

the summer.  We could have a sign-up in the bulletin or posted in the church.   



Council Minutes Continued  

NEW BUSINESS: 

May Congregational Meeting Agenda:  

Bylaw adoption vote 

Electing new council members 

Call committee 

Solar Panels on Church 

 

Endowment Committee Membership and Responsibilities: 

The Council established the Endowment committee in 2014.  M/S/Approved that Council take over responsi-

bility of the Endowment, and that the Executive committee will handle the scholarship applications for 2024.   

M/S/Approved that we cover the cost of the five adult chaperones for the Youth Gathering for $7906.70 with 

Endowment funds. 

 

Property has bids on replacing shed shingles. Cost will be approx $4000.00 (Covenant construction). Same 

company can replace metal flashing from lightning strike. Roughly $500 to $1000. M/S/Approved up to $6000 

to replace the shed shingles and replace flashing. 

 

PASTOR’S REPORT: 

Pastor Jason’s Report to Council – May 2024 

Average attendance for March was 119 with another 15 or so tuned in to Facebook Live. 

The Child Care Center continues to operate normally and is doing well financially. 

A new bishop was elected at Synod Assembly on May 4. Pastor Jen Nagel, currently serving at University Lu-

theran Church of Hope in Minneapolis will begin a six-year term on August 1. 

Support our youth by supporting the garage sale, happening June 13-15. 

Six of our youth were confirmed on Sunday, May 19. Program year education has ended for the year. 

Join me for the return of Happy Hour with Pastor Jason. The first one of the season happens May 29, 4:30-

7pm, at Under Pressure Brewing in Golden Valley. 

The staff has discussed possibly putting an announcement in the bulletin giving people permission to applaud 

if they are so moved. Right now, people don’t seem to know if it’s ok. Looking for opinions. 

 

Closing Prayer: Becky 

M/S/Approved to adjourn at 8:28 p.m. 

Be sure to check 
out the Lost and 
Found box in the 
entry way.  Any-
thing not claimed 
by June 10 will be 
going to the 
church garage 
sale. 





Worship Assistants 
Ushers 

June 2     Dennis Dalen 
                               Alice Evans 
                               Nancy Nagle 
                              Jana Roiger 
 
June 9     Jerry Gaasland 
     Karen Gaasland 
                              Sarah Monner 
                              Jana Roiger 

 
June 16    Jerry Gaasland 
     Karen Gaasland 
                              Sarah Monner 
                              Karen Leverson 
 
June 23    Eric Grimes 
                             Wendy Grimes 
                             Addie Grimes 
                             Charlie Grimes 
 
June 30                Eric Grimes 
                             Wendy Grimes 
                             Addie Grimes 
                             Charlie Grimes 

June 2                 Beau Demarest 
 

June 9   Alan Sommervold  

June 16   Janet Kubly 

June 23   Mike Boursier 

June 30                Althera Bergren 

 

Scripture Readers 

June 2   Dave and Grace  
                             Folkerds 
 
June 9   Ted and Kathy Davis 
 
June 16      Sharon Brynstad 
  
June 23               Beth Demarest 
 
June 30                Ruth Holm 
 

Greeters 

June 2   Becky Nichols 
  Eloise Nichols 
 
June 9   Mike Dickinson 
  Nancy Dickinson 
 
June 16   Elizabeth Schmitz 
  Jeremy Schmitz 
  
June 23                Delphine Arme 
                              Emily Spanjers 
 
June 30                 Alice Evans 
                               Sandee Stenzel 

Social Hour Hosts 

June 2                 Beth Demarest 
                             Kari Johnson 
                              Marilyn Rausch 
 
June 16      Deb Peterson  
                             Ann Wahlstrom 
                             Leah Weisjahn 

Communion Assistants 

Please Note... 
If you are unable to serve at the worship time(s) you’ve been scheduled,  

please find someone to replace you or switch with you, then notify the church office to tell us of the 
change. If you have any questions, please let us know.  

Thank you for your help! 

SCOUTMASTER MINUTE… 

The scouts of Troop 567 had a productive April.   GVFD Assistant Chief Dom Guzman came in to 
teach the boys CPR.  He had plenty of practice dummies for the boys to work with.  He did an 
amazing job of keeping their interest.  After a full day of school, the scouts were still attentive and 
respectful. 

We are very excited that Ben Welter earned his Eagle award in April.  Ben is an excellent scout and and excel-
lent role model to the younger scouts, and we are very proud of his well earned achievement. 

With the weather turning, we were finally able to camp. The troop closed out the month at the Lake Rebecca 
South Group Camp.  Our newer scouts worked on their knife and tool safety, and our older scouts worked on 
cooking on trail for their cooking merit badge.  Each boy in the troop says that camping is their favorite part 
of scouting.  We will be at it again in Mid-May. 

Until next month, that's all from the scouts.    

Scoutmaster Daniels  



CALENDAR  
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HOLY NATIVITY STAFF 

 
Pastor Jason Wahlstrom (H) 763-767-3051 
 pastorjason@holynativity.net 
Iver Hubert Director of Music Ministry 
 iver@holynativity.net 
Lisa Stockert Organist/Communications Coordinator 
 lisa@holynativity.net 
Linda Lien Congregational Care Coordinator 
 and Funeral Coordinator 
 linda@holynativity.net 
Wendy Grimes Youth Ministry Associate  
                                                     wendy.grimes@yahoo.com 
Kristen Chamberlain                     Sunday School Director 
                                           kristen.chamberlain@gmail.com 
Kara Holt Financial Coordinator  
 karaholt@msn.com 
Tom Wiblishauser Custodian 
 twiblishauser@comcast.net 
Amy Laite Sunday Nursery Coordinator 
 amyjoshdmlr@hotmail.com 
Brittany Anderson Childcare Director 
 (HNCCCC Office) 763-591-0681 
 holynativitycccc@gmail.com  
General Message office@holynativity.net 
                                                                             763-545-1647 

Our Mission 
“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity 

Lutheran Church is a welcoming community 
dedicated to helping all know God’s love 
through worship, service and fellowship.” 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


