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The Season  

 of Advent Evangelical Lutheran  

Church in America 

The Pastor’s Word 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 

with Holy Communion 
Tuesday, December 24th 

Christmas Eve 
3:00pm (In-Person and On-Line) 

5:00pm (In Person) 
10:00pm (In Person) 

 
Wednesday, December 25th 

Christmas Day 
No Worship 

Office Closed 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Blessed Advent to you!  On Decem-
ber 1, the first Sunday of Advent, we 
begin a new season and a new 
church year.  In case you didn’t 
know, our church year begins on the 
first Sunday of Advent and ends on 
Christ the King Sunday.  As we move 
from Christ the King Sunday to Ad-
vent and on to Christmas, I am re-
minded just how much this season 
is a season of transition.  On Christ 
the King Sunday, we seemingly 
reach the end of the story.  And the 

end of the story is one of Jesus reign-
ing as king over all the universe, 
though not like any other king in hu-
man history.  He is a king who willing-
ly gave up his power in death.  He is a 
king who cares for all of humanity, 
especially those he identifies as the 
least of these.  He is a king who sides 
with the excluded, the outcast, and 
the oppressed. 

But just as soon as we celebrate this 
eternal reign of Jesus, we move to 
Advent, a season of preparation and 
waiting.  And we anticipate once 
again the coming of this Jesus who 
we just celebrated as king a week 
earlier.  It’s a bit jarring, if we really 
think about it.  Many of the readings 
we hear during Advent focus on the 
messiah who has not yet arrived.  
Yet, we know he has also already ar-
rived. 

The purpose of Advent, though, is to 
help us slow down and focus on what 
God has promised to do.  The prob-
lem with that comes in the slowing 
down.  Because, of course, in our 
culture, Advent doesn’t really exist.  
We move right to Christmas as soon 
as the Thanksgiving dinner leftovers 
are put in the refrigerator.  And once 
that happens, there seems to be no 
time to slow down. 

Honestly, it feels a bit like we have 
reversed Advent and Christmas.  We 
are extremely busy during the season 
of Advent, but once Christmas Day 
arrives, it would seem as if Christmas 
is over.  Despite what our culture 
tells us, Christmas begins on Decem-
ber 25 and ends on January 5.  I 
know that we can’t change what has 

WELCOME PASTOR ERICA!!! 
We are so happy to 
have Pastor Erica 
Bryerwell as part of 
our Holy Nativity fam-
ily!  You can reach her 

at pastorerica@holynativity.net 
or at 612-293-8028.  Installation 
for Pastor Erica will be held on 
Sunday, December 15 during the 
9:30am worship service.   

become cultural Christmas, and 
maybe it seems impossible to slow 
down during the season of Advent.  
I would challenge you to consider 
whether that is possible for you dur-
ing the season of Advent.  But if it is 
not, which is probably true for many 
of us, then maybe we can just ac-
cept the reversal that has seemingly 
taken place.  And maybe that 
means, after the busy-ness of Ad-
vent, taking the twelve days of 
Christmas as a time of rest and con-
templation and slowing down.  
While we can obviously take those 
twelve days to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus, we can also choose to do less, 
to embrace a time of rest, and to 
contemplate what the coming of 
Jesus at Christmas really represents. 

That coming of Jesus at Christmas is 
the last part of this time of transi-
tion, of course.  And it is a surprising 
one, even though we already know 
the story too well.  God, who just a 
month earlier we celebrated as a 
king, has now come in the form of 
the exact opposite of a king – a 
newborn baby.  Which means God 
has once again given up all power.  
God has chosen to embrace us by 
becoming one of us.  And that 
choice deserves a time of contem-
plation and wonder.  So take some 
time this season, whether it is dur-
ing Advent or Christmas, to focus on 
what God has done for us.  And 
what God has done for us is come to 
us as Emmanuel, which means God 
with us. 

In God’s amazing grace, 
Pastor Jason 



Adult Forum 
meets Sundays at 
10:45am in the 
Sanctuary. 
 
12/1   ELCA World Hunger  
           Advent Study Part 1  
 
12/8  ELCA World Hunger  
           Advent Study Part 2 
 
12/15  No Forum  
 
12/22 ELCA World Hunger  
            Advent Study Part 3 
 
12/29  No Forum 
 
Hope to see you there! 

     COOKIES  
     NEEDED! 
 

Our Youth will be bringing cookies to 
some of our shut-ins on December 
18th.   
If you have a dozen (or two) Christ-
mas Cookies to spare, please bring 
your cookies before Wednesday, 
December 18th (marked “Cookies & 
Carols”) and put them in the freezer 
in the kitchen storage closet.   
Please donate only cookies without 
nuts.  If you have questions, please 
contact Wendy Grimes. 

December is always a busy time for Sunday School, but this 
year, we’re cooking up something as unforgettable as a cheese 
pizza just for you! The Holy Nativity Youth Christmas Program 
will be presented during the service on December 15th. Don’t 

stay home setting “creative traps” for holiday boredom—come to church and 
watch our Holy Nativity Youth take the stage with a performance so good it’ll 
make you scream like someone finding out they’re... well, home alone. 

A massive thank-you goes out to our Sunday School teachers, who have been 
working harder than someone trying to foil a couple of sneaky “visitors.” Spe-
cial thanks to Kari Johnson, who’s directing the music with the precision of 
setting up Christmas lights that won’t fall, and to Kara Holt, whose piano skills 
bring the kind of magic you just can’t fake (no cardboard cutouts required). 

Mark your calendars—you won’t want to miss this! Trust us, it’ll be way more 
fun than running with your family through an airport to catch a plane…. 

Sunday School will not meet on December 29 or January 5. 

Contribute to a 
Christmas  
Poinsettia 

The cost is $15 per plant. Please des-
ignate it in honor or memory of a 
loved one.  You can find poinsettia 
envelopes with your offering enve-
lopes or you can pick one up in the 
Narthex.  Please turn in your enve-
lope by Sunday, December 15th by 
placing it in the red bag in the Nar-
thex or leaving it on Linda’s desk.   

Please DO NOT place it in the offer-
ing plate. Thank you. 

Christmas Eve Prelude 

Musicians Needed!  

If you play an instru-

ment, you are invited to 

play during the “prelude” time 

for the 3:00pm, 5:00pm and 

10:00pm services. All ages …. 

kids to adults …. groups are also 

welcome! Please contact Lisa at  

lisa@holynativity.net (and watch 

for a signup) by Wednesday, 

December 18th. 
Upcoming High School Events: 
December 1st –  PJ’s and Popcorn @ Holy Nativity 6:00-8:00pm 
December 15th – Created to Be with Wildfire 6:00-8:00pm @ Holy Na-
tivity – Dinner Provided 
January 5th – Coffee and Conversation 11:45am – 1:00pm @ Caribou 
Coffee 42nd and Winnetka 
January 19th — Created to Be with Wildfire 6:00-8:00pm@ Holy Nativi-
ty – Dinner Provided 
February 2nd – PJ’s and Popcorn @ Holy Nativity 6:00-8:00pm 
February 16th — Created to Be with Wildfire 6:00-8:00pm @ Holy Na-
tivity – Dinner Provided 
March 2nd — Coffee and Conversation 11:45am – 1:00pm @ Caribou 
Coffee 42nd and Winnetka 
March 16th—Created to Be with Wildfire 6:00-8:00pm @ Holy Nativity 
– Dinner Provided 

 

 

 

 

If you have not already done so, 
please return your Stewardship 
Response Cards as soon as you 
can.   

Thank you for your continued 
support of Holy Nativity! 

mailto:lisa@holynativity.net


BOOK LOOK 
The Book Woman of 
Troublesome Creek by 
Kim Michele Richard-
son is “a lush love 
letter to the redemptive power 
of books. The folks of Trouble-
some Creek have to scrap for 
everything—everything except 
books, that is. Thanks to Roose-
velt’s Kentucky Pack Horse Li-
brary Project, Troublesome’s got 
its very own traveling librarian, 
Cussy Mary Carter. 

Cussy’s not only a book woman, 
however; she’s also the last of 
her kind, her skin a shade of blue 
unlike most anyone else. Not 
everyone is keen on Cussy’s fam-
ily or the government’s new 
book program, and along her 
treacherous route, Cussy faces 
doubters at every turn. If Cussy 
wants to bring the joy of books 
to the complex and hardscrabble 
Kentuckians, she’s going to have 
to confront dangers and preju-
dice as old as the Appalachias, 
and suspicion as deep as the hol-
ler. 

Inspired by the true blue-skinned 

people of Kentucky and the 

brave and dedicated Kentucky 

Pack Horse library service of the 

1930s, The Book Woman of Trou-

blesome Creek is a story of raw 

courage, fierce strength, and one 

woman’s belief that books can 

carry us anywhere—even back 

home.  

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER – FALL LEAVES-DAYCARE FURNACE-
FLOURESCENT RECYCLE 

Many thanks to Vern Erickson for continuing to replace fluo-
rescent ballast lighting with LEDs as I assisted and hauled 
our second recycle batch to Osseo Recycle station where 

they also accept batteries. After a recent West Metro fire inspection, I 
was able to fix the electric connection on one exit light. We also had 
one electric smoke detector not connected in the Narthex furnace 
room. Upon the yearly fire alarm review by Life Security Systems, they 
were able to repair the issue. 
 

Many thanks to Dean Birkholz, Rod Moser, Vern Erickson, Joe and Deb 
Gartner, Bob and Judy Alexander, David Thomas-Jensen (previous pro-
fessional window washer), Connie Toavs, Beth Benedict, Chris Daniels 
and boy scout Alex for all of their help on the Fall clean up. We were 
able to store all patio furniture and the water fountain, rake many tarps 

of leaves and remove them in several truckloads, blow leaves 
out of the gutters and wash windows inside and out. Before 
the snow fell, I removed another 10 tarps in 5 truckloads. 
 

Our sprinkler system was working with all heads functioning, which al-
lowed me to run the last two weeks before the system was blown out 
successfully on October 22 by Aqua. I only had to place one head in 
storage at the Daycare entrance that Dean had replaced.  The winter 
snowplows have consistently broken this head the last few years. 
 

After several years of faithful service since 2002, the fur-
nace went out in the Daycare Director’s office closet at the 
beginning of November. Thanks to Jerry from United 
Heating & Air for replacing with a TRANE within a week. 
 

Upon a report of a mouse at the front entrance, Joe Gartner and I were 
able to insert steel wool into the foundation device which allowed me 
to further apply concrete sealer to prevent further entry. 
 

I have a full recovery from my ice fall last March with a resulting shoul-
der injury as I was able to pass the recent communion railing storage 
shoulder exercise test with happy success! If you see anything that 
needs cleaning attention, just let the office or me know.  
 
Tom Wiblishauser 

Thank you to all who helped with the bake sale, donated 
items or shopped! It was a huge success.  Over $2600 was 
raised for the youth! 

Also, if you have (or know of someone who has) any lefse supplies that 
you no longer use or have a need for, please consider donating them to 
Holy Nativity since some of our supplies are in need of upgrading!  It 
would be much appreciated! 

PASTORAL ACTS: 
Baptisms: 
11/3/24   Ellen Margaret 
                  Hakala 
11/10/24  Benjamen Leroy Salter 



We are changing the name from “Ask The Staff” to  
 “What’s Up With That?” (It’s a much more fun title!) 

Have you ever looked at or thought about something in the church and 
wondered What’s Up With That? In the interest of better communica-
tion and a better understanding of the workings of our church, please 
put your questions in the box on the Welcome Desk in the Narthex, or 
e-mail us at office@holynativity.net.  Here are a couple of recent ques-
tions/comments we received. 
 
What’s up with the small candles lit randomly by people before the 
service in the left corner opposite the choir area?   
This is a small chapel area where anyone is welcome to light a candle in 
honor or memory of someone.  
 
Several members and I have talked about wanting to have a later 
start time for Sunday services.  Possibly 10:00am. 
This has been discussed many times over the years.  When we went 
from two Sunday services (8:30am and 10:30am), 9:30am was the mid-
dle point and seemed to work the best when combining education 
time, volunteers for choir and Sunday School teachers.   
 
We received a request to announce hymns and readings during the 
service if we run out of bulletins.   
This isn’t always possible during the service, so we are increasing the 
amount of bulletins we run each week.  Also, feel free to share bulle-
tins with members of your family instead of each person taking one. 
 
We received a comment that doesn’t really fit in this category, but 
want to respond by saying that if anyone is struggling with physical or 
emotional pain, please reach out to one of the Pastors.  They are al-
ways happy to listen and counsel. 

GIVE A HOLIDAY 
GIFT TO YOUR-
SELF AND FAMILY  

A purchase of a niche in the HN 
Columbarium will give you peace 
of mind about your resting place 
in the after life. A true gift to 
yourself. 

Secondly, you are giving a gift to 
your family of knowledge of your 
decision and peace of mind  as 
they are grieving and dealing 
with the many things at your 
passing. 

The HN Columbarium is a peace-
ful setting on the south end of 
our property with easy access. 
Our cost is far lower then other 
columbariums in the area. For 
more information contact the 
church office.   

BLESSINGS TO ALL!  

Spreading Joy and  
Changing Lives  
During this season of 
giving, please consider the Holy 
Nativity Endowment Fund for 
gifts. A percentage of the fund 
value is used each year to pay for 
items that enrich our lives at Holy 
Nativity and are separate from 
the annual budget. Endowment 
memorials and tributes recognize 
someone special, mark special 
occasions, and remember a loved 
one. We give from our abun-
dance and our thankfulness for 
God’s goodness. (Be sure to note 
“Endowment Fund” on your 
check.)  

“The heart of the giver makes the 
gift dear and precious”  

– Martin Luther  



OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

Here is the link for 
our 9:30am 
Sunday worship 

services:  https://
www.facebook.com/
holynativitynewhope/. Make sure 
you "like" the page and the live 
service will automatically pop up 
for you in Facebook when it 
starts. You can access our Sunday 
worship bulletin at 
www.holynativity.net. 
You can also call 1-855-341-0527 
after noon on Sundays and listen 
to the service over the phone. 
To view our service on YouTube 
afterward:  
https://www.youtube.com/chann
el/UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwX-
EamLBw/ 
 

Centering Prayer Meeting  
The Centering Prayer 
group meets on Zoom 
twice a month on 

Monday evenings from 5:30-
6:30pm.  December dates are 
12/2 and 12/16. If you have any 
interest in learning more about 
Centering Prayer and/or joining 
us, please contact Kari Johnson 
at (karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly. 

Flowers! 
Please consider contrib-
uting Sunday altar flow-
ers. Cost is $30 for flow-
ers or plant. These can be dedi-
cated in honor or memory of 
loved ones or for special occa-
sions.  Please sign up on the 
board across from the office or 
contact the office and they can 
write you in. 

BIBLE STUDY 
Weekly Bible Study 
meets Tuesdays September 
through May at 10:00am.  This 
year we are studying the Lection-
ary. All are welcome.  

Contact Pastor Jason for more 
information.  

Wildfire Caregiver Support 
Wildfire Caregiver 
Support groups 
will meet from 
10:00-11:30am on 

the First and Third Tuesdays of 
each month in the library at 
House of Hope Lutheran Church 
located at: 4800 Boone Ave. No. 
in New Hope. 
 
The overall GOAL of a caregiver 
support group is to enhance the 
caregivers’ coping skills through 
mutual support and informa-
tional sharing. 
 
Questions?  Please contact 
House of Hope Parish 
Nurse Deb Haney at either 
House of Hope or First Lutheran 
of Crystal or the co-facilitator 
Mary Ann Pukal, at 763-533-
8333. 

Wildfire Caregiver Respite 
  
The Wildfire Collaborative Res-
pite for the Caregiver program  
meets the 1st and the 3rd Tues-
days every month year round 
from 10:00am-3:00pm. 
 
We have eight returning volun-
teers who worked one to one 
with the participants.  A few 
more are always welcome.  What 
is needed are volunteers to pre-
pare/serve lunch, leader for mu-
sic, an arts and crafts leader and 
an exercise leader. 
 
The purpose of the program is to 
provide a short period of relief to 
the caregiver from something 
stressful or difficult.   The pro-
gram offers a safe and enjoyable 
social opportunity to the care 
receiver while the caregiver has 
respite.   The program also offers 
caregivers education and ongoing 
support. 
 
For more information or to par-
ticipate, please contact program 
assistant coordinator, Shayne 
Vincent, at 612-390-0776 or Par-
ish Nurse Deb Haney at either 
House of Hope of First Lutheran 
of Crystal. 

NOTE:  The Wildfire Caregiv-
er Respite Group and the 
Wildfire Caregiver Support 
Group are two different 
groups that meet at the 
same time. Feel free to con-
tact Parish Nurse Ruth Pe-
terson (at House of Hope or 
First Lutheran of Crystal)  
with questions. 

JOIN THE  
QUILTERS!! 

The Quilting group meets Thurs-
days in the Fellowship Hall at 
9:00am.  We would love to have 
you join us!  Just come to chat and 
have coffee and treats if you don’t 
sew….and maybe you can learn! 

https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7


Continued Next Page  

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council    Tuesday, November 19,  2024  

Meeting Called to Order at 7:06pm 
Opening Prayer: Connie 
Council Devotions: Keith 
 
Secretary’s Report/Reminders:  

October minutes M/S/Approved. 
We received thank you notes for donations from the following organizations: Lutheran Social Services of 

Minnesota, TreeHouse/Circle of Hope, and Treble Tones. 
 

Treasurer’s Report for the period ending October 31, 2024 
YTD finances are fine.   We are $5000 under planned giving but still have $41,500 surplus due to the unfilled 
staff position for most of the year.  It does look like we have to make up quite a bit in offering income during 
the last 2 months of the year.  It is not unusual for this to be the case and it is not unusual for us to do just so 
in the last 2 months of the year.   
We have received two of the expected six checks for government employee retention during Covid in the 
past week. 
 

OLD BUSINESS/REMINDERS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/UPDATES: 
Congregational Response to Racial Injustice  

Tangentially, a new adult group is forming at Holy Nativity to further discuss and take action after the 
adult forum on climate crisis and justice.  Contact Connie Toavs for more information. 

Solar Panels  
Installation will happen soon.  The company is currently catching up on a different project. We were ap-

proved for the additional 10 percent government rebate. 
Wildfire Events  

There was some difficulty scheduling meetings.  The next meeting about increasing relationship building 
among congregation members is December 12 at House of Hope from 6:30-8:30pm. 

There was a high school Wildfire youth event on Sunday, with 12 teens from Holy Nativity and House of 
Hope. 

Ministry Team Revival  
Sunday’s quarterly meeting was well attended.  People seemed to like the 11:30am Sunday time better 

than the Tuesday evening. 
Connie suggested that teams share what they are working on at the quarterly meetings, which the council 

supports. 
WELCA 

Sarah Circle is going to donate a goat overseas. 
Elizabeth Circle is hoping to work more with PRISM. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Lefse fundraiser 

When many people are making lefse, there aren’t enough working griddles and covers.   

M/S/Approved to use up to $400 to update the lefse tools. 

Lefse making has been well attended and lefse sells out at the bake sale fundraiser for youth. 

 



Council Minutes Continued  

PASTOR’S REPORT: 
November 2024 - Pastor Jason R. Wahlstrom 

Average attendance for October was 96 with another 15 or so tuned in to Facebook Live. 
The Child Care Center continues to operate normally and is doing well financially. 
Dennis Dalen has put together a new lease for Holy Ghost. Please review and determine if we should 

move forward. Per last month’s discussion, the next step would be Lori and I presenting it to Holy 
Ghost.  Council has reviewed the new lease and decided that the meeting is a good plan. 

Our insurance company has notified us they will not be renewing in 2025. We are pursuing other options. 
Based on this, do we want to consider filing a claim on the lightning strike? It is possible having a 
claim could affect the willingness of other companies to cover us. 

Start discussing with your ministry teams who will be responsible for writing their annual report to be in-
cluded in the congregation’s annual report for the January meeting. 

We have about 10 new members who will be officially joining in the coming weeks. 
If you haven’t done so, please turn in your stewardship intent cards. 
I’m working with leaders from House of Hope and Valley of Peace on planning next summer’s youth trip. 

 
Closing Prayer: Lori 
M/S/Approved to adjourn at 8:25 p.m. 

SENIOR FITNESS: IMPROVE BONE HEALTH, DECEMBER 2024 

According to researchers, about 54 million Americans have osteoporosis, low 
bone mass, and 2 million osteoporotic fractures occur annually. These frac-
tures usually take a long time to heal, with inactivity that may lead to further 
health issues according to Dr. David Shau, orthopedic surgeon and asst. pro-
fessor at Texan Christian University. 

Four orthopedic doctors have provided the following guidelines to preserve bone and joint health. 

Keep your body in motion by walking biking, swimming, dancing, & sports regularly. 

Strength training with free weights such as squats, bicep curls, & chest presses. 

Consume calcium (milk, cheese, yogurt. almonds) & vitamin D provided thru sun exposure or (eggs, tuna, 
salmon). Supplements for both are fine. 

Double check your medications as some may promote poor bone health such as proton pump inhibitors 
(heartburn), glucocorticoids (steroid hormones), blood thinner heparin. 

Go easy on alcohol, caffeine. Quit smoking which slows calcium absorption/healing. 

Reduce your risk of falling to prevent your bones from fractures. 

Your skeleton deserves your attention to maintain the wellbeing of your entire body! 

Source: Angela Haupt, TIME magazine, November 12, 2024 
Submitted by Tom Wiblishauser 



PRISM IS SERVING OUR COMMUNITY  
FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE 
1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422 

Phone: 763-529-1350 
 

Food demand at the PRISM food shelf jumped sharply in October.  The number of people served went up 16% over 
September to 5,316.  That is the highest number of people served that I remember.  The amount of food distributed 
went up even higher to 105,541 pounds distributed, which was an increase of 20%. 

I mentioned last month that church food shelf donations are down 50% over last year.  This is a great time to consider 
participating in the reverse advent calendar. The calendar will be available in the Narthex and be sure to check out the 
display.  Last year we gathered 700 pounds.  That was great, but I am hoping for even more this year. 

The PRISM Holiday Toy Shop distribution of toys for children will be December 14th.  The toy donations need to be in 
the church by noon, December 9th.  Place any donated gift under the tree in the entry.  The tree does not have tags on 
it.  There is a list of most needed items in the Narthex. Any toy or gift card is appropriate for kids ages 3 to 16. 

In addition to the food needs, the PRISM focus for December is Holiday Toys, Gifts, and Teen Gift Cards 

We still need volunteers.  If you have some spare time and like the idea of giving back to the community, we could use 
your help.  Our volunteers are of all ages, from teenagers to people in their 80‘s.  Most of the work is not physically de-
manding.  We have a need for people in the food shelf, reception and the thrift shop. If you can help, please contact 
the volunteer manager Colette Illarde at 763-432-4230 or email her at colette@prismmpls.org. 

PEOPLE  
RESPONDING IN  

SOCIAL MINISTRY 

SCOUTMASTER MINUTES…. 
Before the weather outside gets frightful, the scouts of Troop 567 took advantage of the mild weather this 
October.  October started out with a fun camp-out at Rush Creek Group Camp in Maple Grove.  We invited 
5th grade cub scouts to join us and learn about what its like to camp as a boy scout.  With a Friday off of 
school, we were able to tack an extra afternoon onto the trip to get some of our cooking requirements done.   
 
We also completed our second fitness night including a mile run, push-ups, pull-ups, and sit-ups.   The weather cooper-
ated for certain as it was a gorgeous night.   
 
Thank you to everyone who supported the scouts by ordering a Christmas wreath from our booth.  We hope to have 
those for you close to Thanksgiving. We will bring them to church for pickup. 
 
Yours in Scouting, Scoutmaster Daniels  

December 2024 mission support will go to GMCC (Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches).  GMCC is 

located at 1100 E Lake Street in Minneapolis, MN.  They were founded over 100 years ago as a multi-cultural 
inter-faith-based initiative to serve the community. GMCC is an entrepreneurial organization that partners 
with communities most impacted by challenges to co-design responses. They work in three main areas:  

• Food: They work to bring people together to close the gap on immediate food insecurity while working 
toward long term sustainable solutions. Through Minnesota FoodShare they seek to educate the community 
about food insecurity.  

• Youth: Launched in 2021, Lake Street Youth Labs (formerly Genius Labs) brings together technological ac-
cess, studio learning, and student-centered programming to create opportunities for middle and high school 
youth that fostered creativity, independence, critical thinking, and self-awareness. 

◼ Well-being: GMCC Recovery Care provides compassionate community-based support to improve the suc-
cess of long-term recovery. 

Watch for additional descriptions of the important work of this organization – supported in part by Holy Na-
tivity Mission donations - in the Sunday bulletins.  



Worship Assistants 
Ushers 

December 1      Nancy Nagle 
                            Gaylen Bunce 
                            Bruce Johnson 
                            Terri Johnson 
 
December 8      Nancy Nagle 
                            Gaylen Bunce 
                            Bruce Johnson 
                            Terri Johnson 

 
December 15    Joseph Kubly 
    Kristin Daniels 
                             Chris Daniels 
                             Joshua Daniels 
 
December 22    Joseph Kubly 
                             Isaac Daniels 
                             Chris Daniels 
                             Joshua Daniels 
 
December 29     Judy Alexander 
                              Bob Alexander 
                              Karen Leverson 
                              Becky Massop 

December 1    Kathy Davis 
 

December 8   Deb Peterson 

December 15    Isaac Daniels 

December 22   Tuari Landa 

December 29    Kristan Kohls 

 

Scripture Readers 

December 1  Lori Cowman 
 
December 8   Sandra Benedict 
 
December 15   Ruth Holm  
 
December 22   Jerry Gaasland 
                              Karen Gaasland 
 
December 29      Vicky Dwyer 
 

Greeters 

December 1     Michael Dickinson 
                               Nancy DIckinson 
 
December 8     Dave Folkerds 
                               Grace Folkerds 
 
December 15    Elizabeth Schmitz 
                               Jeremy Schmitz 
   
December 22    Joe Gartner 
                               Deb Gartner 
 
December 29       Becky Nichols 
                                Eloise NIchols 

Social Hour Hosts 

December 1       Karen Leverson 
                              Jane Rupprecht 
        
December 15   Lori Cowman 
                              Kathy Davis 
                               
 
 
                                      

 

Communion Assistants 

December 1    Ann Wahlstrom 
 
December 8       Alan Sommervold 
 
December 15     Cresta Hubert 
 
December 22     Janet Kubly 
 
December 29      Brian Eklund 
 

December 1    Ryan Ehlenfeldt 
                              
December 8     Ellen Hakala 
                              Scarlett L. 
                             
December 15      Nolan Jacobsen 
  
December 22      Nora Monner 
                               Ellen Hakala 
 
December 29 

Cantors 

Acolytes 

Please Note... 
If you are unable to serve at the 

worship time(s) you’ve been  
scheduled, please find someone to  

replace you or switch with you, 
then notify the church office to tell 
us of the change.  If you have any 

questions, please let us know.  
Thank you for your help! 

 
Church Office: 
763-545-1647 

Thank you to our Holy Nativity family and friends who celebrated Don's life. The many prayers, 
cards and the ways you expressed your love and care for our family are appreciated. Holy Nativi-
ty had a special place in Don's heart. 

We are grateful for the staff and many volunteers at Holy Nativity who assisted during the me-
morial service and for the fellowship hall gathering as we remembered and celebrated Don. And thank you for the 
many generous donations to Don's memorial fund.  

With Gratitude, The Family of Don Hoseth 
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New Hope, Minnesota 55427 
(763) 545-1647  Fax: 763-545-8339 
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HOLY NATIVITY STAFF 

 
Pastor Jason Wahlstrom (H) 763-767-3051 
 pastorjason@holynativity.net 
Pastor Erica Bryerwell                                    612-293-8028 
                                                 pastorerica@holynativity.net 
Iver Hubert Director of Music Ministry 
 iver@holynativity.net 
Lisa Stockert Organist/Communications Coordinator 
 lisa@holynativity.net 
Linda Lien Congregational Care Coordinator 
 and Funeral Coordinator 
 linda@holynativity.net 
Wendy Grimes Youth Ministry Associate  
                                                     wendy.grimes@yahoo.com 
Kristen Chamberlain                     Sunday School Director 
                                           kristen.chamberlain@gmail.com 
Kara Holt Financial Coordinator  
 karaholt@msn.com 
Tom Wiblishauser Custodian 
 twiblishauser@comcast.net 
Amy Laite Sunday Nursery Coordinator 
 amyjoshdmlr@hotmail.com 
Brittany Anderson Childcare Director 
 (HNCCCC Office) 763-591-0681 
 holynativitycccc@gmail.com  
General Message office@holynativity.net 
                                                                             763-545-1647 

Our Mission 
“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity 

Lutheran Church is a welcoming community 
dedicated to helping all know God’s love 
through worship, service and fellowship.” 
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