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The Season  

 of Lent Evangelical Lutheran  

Church in America 

The Pastor’s Word 

Change my heart, O God! 
Make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God! 
May I be like you. 
 
You are the potter, 
I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me, 
This is what I pray. 
 
Change my heart, O God! 
Make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God! 
May I be like you. 
 

We’re quickly approaching the 
40-day season of Lent, which be-
gins on Ash Wednesday (March 
5th) and lasts through the Easter 
Vigil (April 19th). If you’re trying 
to do that math and find that it 
doesn’t add up, that’s because 
those 40 days don’t count the 
Sundays! Lent is typically a time 
of renewed focus on one’s faith. 

The hymn Change My Heart, O 
God (ELW 801) is a relatively new 
hymn. It was written in 1982 by 
Eddie Espinosa while he was 
driving to work in southern Cali-
fornia traffic. “I was in my car on 
the way to my work, feeling a 
desire to draw near to God and 
with the wrestling still going on 
in my heart. Suddenly, a melody 
and some words began to flood 
through my mind. As I stopped 

at a stop sign, I reached for 
something to write on." 

Those feelings of desire to turn 
again and draw near to God are 
central to Lent, which used to be 
a time of preparation for bap-
tism. During Lent, the catechu-
mens (those preparing for bap-
tism) would fast and spend days 
in intense preparation. For those 
who were already baptized, Lent 
was a period to be renewed in 
their faith by studying the Bible, 
the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. 

Many people “give something 
up” for Lent. I have a friend, who 
is also a pastor, who gives up 
chocolate every year. A self-
proclaimed chocoholic, she uses 
each craving for chocolate as a 
moment of prayer for whatever 
may be on her heart (aside from 
the desire for chocolate!). She’s 
turned this tradition into a spir-
itual practice.  

I prefer to “take something on” 
for Lent. One year, I wrote and 
sent letters to a loved one each 
week. My family members and 
friends were touched when they 
received a hand-written card for 
no particular occasion, just be-
cause. While writing the letters, I 
took extra time to pray for the 
person I was writing to. It was a 
way of slowing down and con-
necting in an increasingly busy 
and disconnected world. 

At Holy Nativity, we have 
Wednesday night services 
throughout Lent, with a soup 
supper beforehand. This year, we 
will start soup at 5:30pm with the 
service beginning at 6:30pm. 
Wildfire pastors will be doing a 
rotation, so different pastors will 
be preaching here each week, all 
with a different focus around 
“Listening”.  

As we listen to all the ways that 
we find God in our lives, we are 
also called to live out the Gospel. 
Perhaps, these Lenten traditions 
can be a way that we are able to 
find renewal in that call. Whether 
you decide to “give something 
up” or “take something on” for 
the Lenten season, use it as a 
way to draw you closer to God 
and share love in our communi-
ties. As the hymn prays: “Change 
my heart, O God! May I be like 
you.” 

Pastor Erica 



Adult Forum 
meets Sundays at 
10:45am in the 
Sanctuary. 
 
3/2 Embracing the Divine Flow with 
Richard Rohr Video and Discussion 
Part 5 

3/9   Affordable Housing Current 
and Root Causes with ISAIAH – 
Part 1  
3/16  Affordable Housing Current 
and Root Causes with ISAIAH – 
Part 2 

3/23  Lutheran Campus Ministry – 
Twin Cities 

3/30  ELCA World Hunger Lent 
Study – Part 1 

Hope to see you there! 

Upcoming High School Events: 
March 2nd — Coffee and Conversation 11:45am – 1:00pm @ Caribou 
Coffee 42nd and Winnetka 
March 16th—Created to Be with Wildfire 6:00-8:00pm @ Holy Nativity 
– Dinner Provided 
April 6th— Coffee and Conversation 11:45am – 1:00pm @ Caribou 
Coffee 42nd and Winnetka 
April 13th— Palm Sunday Breakfast and Silent Auction 

Thank you to all the students and youth who participat-
ed in our Youth Takeover service on February 23.  

Please remember that Sunday School will not meet on 
April 13 or April 20th. On April 13, instead of attending 

Education Hour, join us for Palm Sunday breakfast and silent auction. 
On April 20th join us for worship and have a Happy Easter! 

CONFIRMATION   

Classes will pause in 
March during Lent 
so you can attend worship with 
your families. 

"Yes to Homes" Adult Forums on   
March 9 and 16 - 10:45 - 11:30 am 

TOPIC:    AFFORDABLE HOUSING -  Current and Root Causes of the  
Issues Related to Affordable Housing 

Many people in our congregations, organizing teams, neighborhoods, 
families, and other networks would agree that everyone, regardless 
of their skin color, zip code, or income, deserves a stable, afforda-
ble, quality place to call home.  They'd also agree that Minnesota 
(indeed the whole country) is not living up to that value and we 
could use strong efforts to create more affordable housing, close 
racial disparities, maintain quality homes, keep people housed, etc. 
Often, though, people feel like the problem is too big for them to 
impact, that we don't know how to address it, and that if they cur-
rently have a roof over their heads they shouldn't complain.  

We want to make space in the coming weeks for conversations where 
people get to: 

~ Look at and face the scale of the problem we're facing 
~ Reflect on their own stakes -- how housing costs, disparities, uncer-

tainties, and worries impact them and the people they love 
~ Understand the history and root causes of our current housing situa-

tion 
~ Be invited into real solutions that we can enact together 
 
Presenters:  for both of these sessions are people from a local ISAIAH / 

Faith in Minnesota group who reside in our community (Crystal, 
New Hope, Golden Valley and Robbinsdale.) This group presented 
on this topic on February 16 at a House of Hope adult forum. As 
you are most likely aware, House of Hope is one of our partnering 
Wildfire congregations. 

JOIN US FOR 
SOUP SUPPER 
DURING LENT 

You may remember we conducted 
a soup supper survey last year.  
Thanks for participating and here 
are the results.   
More gluten-free options were 
requested; however, the company 
we purchase from only offers To-
mato Basil and Broccoli Cheddar. 
No more than two soups was a 
request, so we will try that this 
year.  One regular (based on your 
choices!) and one GF each week.   
Please continue to donate dessert 
items! 
And please note time change: 
5:30pm Supper 
6:30pm  Worship 



BOOK LOOK 

Don’t forget to set 
your clocks ahead 
one hour on Satur-
day, March 8th be-

fore you go to bed!  Daylight Sav-
ing Time begins!   

In A Great Reckoning 
Louise Penny has 
written about an in-
tricate old map 
which is found 
stuffed into the walls 
of the bistro in Three 
Pines. At first it seems no more than 
a curiosity. But the closer the villag-
ers look, the stranger it becomes. 

Given to Armand Gamache as a gift 
the first day of his new job, the map 
eventually leads him to shattering 
secrets and an old friend and older 
adversary. It leads the former Chief 
of Homicide, now head of their po-
lice academy, to places even he is 
afraid to go, but must. There he finds 
four young cadets and a dead profes-
sor.  And with the body, a copy of the 
old, odd map. 

Everywhere Gamache turns, he sees 
Amelia Choquet, one of the cadets 
who is a protegee of the murdered 
professor. 

The focus of the investigation soon 
turns to Gamache himself and his 
mysterious relationship with Amelia, 
and his possible involvement with 
the crime. The frantic search for an-
swers takes the investigators back to 
Three Pines and a stained-glass win-
dow with its own horrific secrets. 

For both Amelia and Armand, the 

time has come for a great reckoning.  

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER – 
SOLAR, SHAMPOO AND 
SNOW 
On Tuesday, 
February 4, 
our power was 
shut off for 
one hour by 
Xcel so our solar panel system 
could be hooked up to Xcel. On 
Friday, February 11, we passed 
the state inspection. The next 
step was a 15 minute power 
shutdown for surge protector 
installation. After that, a final 
Xcel inspection will need to wit-
ness test our 3 phase system be-
fore activation. The final solar 
panel count is 84 on the Sanctu-
ary and 82 on the Fellowship 
Hall. 
During February we had snowfall 
ranging from 1” to 6”. Since the 
smaller snow was only an inch,  
the Padagis subcontractors did a 
broad parking lot sweep, but 
piled snow on both sides of our 
entrance and at the Columbari-
um and Daycare entrances. Upon 
this unacceptable snow removal, 
I had a chance to meet Joe 
Krieser, Facility Manager, who 
agreed. We both shoveled the 
remaining snow together. I al-
ways shovel the Columbarium, 
garage area & make sure all side-
walks are clear, including Winnet-
ka and Quebec. 
I was also able to vacuum all car-
pets, carpet shampoo the Nar-
thex, change all furnace filters 
and clean the refrigerator filters 
during the month. If you see any-
thing else that needs cleaning, 
please let the office or me know. 
Tom Wiblishauser 763-656-8850 

SENIOR FITNESS: 10 BEST 
ISOMETRIC EXERCISES 

GLUTE BRIDGE – 
lay on back, 
raise center 
using both or 
one leg, on toes/heels 

PLANK – lay on stomach, prop up 
on elbows, hold 30 sec using 
both legs or one 

PUSH UP – 90 degree elbow on 
hold on both or one leg, no 
movement 

SUPERMAN HOLD – lay on stom-
ach, lift both arms & legs, hold 
for 30 sec 

HIP LUNGE – deep step forward, 
lower center, hold, alternate 
legs, back straight 

DEEP SQUAT HOLD – with heel lev-
elers as needed, back straight 
20 sec 

BACK EXTENSION HOLD – lay on 
stomach, lock hands behind, 
pull shoulders up 

SIDE PLANK – lay on side, prop up 
on one elbow, hold, move other 
arm under 

TIPTOE, then HEEL HOLD – start at 
20-30 sec for calf strengthening 

STATIC BAR HANG – decompress 
spine, strengthen arm/
shoulders, start for 20 sec, 
eventually add abdominal 
crunches while hanging 

These exercises will help stretch 
and strengthen your core, back 
muscles, glutes, and calves as well 
as improve shoulder & hip 
strength and mobility. This will 
help provide additional insurance 
in case of an injury or fall. Start 
holds at 20 sec & work up to 1-2 
minutes, add weights as able. Easy 
to complete while watching TV! 

Source: Health in Focus; Low Back 
Ability – U Tube       

Submitted by Tom Wiblishauser       



SCOUTMASTER MINUTES... 
January started and ended with fitness elements for our 
boys at Troop 567.   It was not intentionally a New Years 
Resolution theme, but it worked out that way.   We 
worked on our personal fitness badge with a conversation 
about healthy living.   We ended the month at Vertical Endeavors rock 
climbing. That is quite a workout; the boys enjoy that activity so 
much, we always start early and end late for this one. There is also a 
free weights area at Vertical Endeavors.  After about an hour of climb-
ing all the boys ended up there, some of the older boys (and adults) 
started showing off. It was requested by some of the boys that the 
troop invest in a free weights area for the church, then "we could lift 
weights at every meeting."   I told them I think that wasn't likely.  We 
also got outside in January (scouts aren't afraid of the cold)  and played 
broom ball also at Valley Place Park.   What starts off in full jackets and 
hats, ends up in just sweatshirts within 15 minutes.   Lots of running 
and fun. We are looking forward to another great year at Holy Nativity. 
Yours in Scouting, Scoutmaster Daniels  

WE APPRECIATE YOU… 
Holy Nativity appreci-
ates that you think of 
us and are so generous.  
However, please check 
with the office before you bring 
something in to donate or leave 
something in the refrigera-
tor/kitchen/office; i.e. plastic con-
tainers, left–over event food, 
office supplies, etc.  If it’s not 
possible to check with the office, 
please be sure to leave a note 
with your donation so we can 
thank you and /or make sure 
something left here is for the 
church and not something you’ve 
forgotten to take home.   

YOU’RE THE BEST! 

“WHAT’S UP WITH THAT?” 

Question: Other Lutheran churches have communion every Sunday. Why don’t we?! 
 
Pastor Jason responds: 
This is a very good question!  And honestly, there is probably not a very good answer.  I can tell you that the offi-
cial ELCA teaching document on worship, titled, “The Use of the Means of Grace: A Statement on the Practice of 
Word and Sacrament (1997),” states very clearly that, “Lutheran congregations celebrate the Holy Communion 
every Sunday and festival.”  So why aren’t we following the official teaching of our denomination?  The short an-
swer is tradition.  For whatever reason, and this is before my time at Holy Nativity, it became the tradition to cele-
brate Holy Communion the first and third Sundays of the month.  I am fairly sure I have been told that at some 
point earlier in our history, we only celebrated Holy Communion on the first Sunday of the month, so moving to 
twice a month was probably a compromise or maybe a “first step” toward every Sunday. 
 
As Lutherans, our theology and worship traditions span all the way back to the Reformation in the 16th century.  
At that time, of course, Martin Luther was Roman Catholic and would have celebrated Holy Communion every 
Sunday, if not every day.  One of our confessional documents, the Apology to the Augsburg Confession, states 
clearly that Lutheran congregations are to celebrate Holy Communion every Sunday.  Ironically, one of the rea-
sons that Lutherans may have started celebrating Holy Communion less frequently was to not seem “too Catho-
lic.”  That, of course, is not a good reason!  Another reason why Lutherans in the United States may have reduced 
the frequency of Communion was that in many rural areas, there were not enough pastors.  Congregations may 
have only had a pastor once a month (think of old-time circuit riders), so that was when they had Holy Commun-
ion. 
 
Ultimately, for Lutherans, the church exists and worship happens when the word is rightly proclaimed and the sac-
raments are rightly administered.  That is what Martin Luther argued.  In the sacrament of Holy Communion, to 
again quote, “The Use of the Means of Grace,” “we receive Christ’s body and blood and God’s gifts of forgiveness 
of sin, life, and salvation by faith for the strengthening of faith.”  These are things we need always and as often as 
we can receive them.  That is why the ELCA argues that weekly Holy Communion is so necessary.  While I haven’t 
made a point of pushing us to consider weekly Holy Communion, I do think it is worth a serious conversation!  So 
let’s have it.  Please share your opinions on this with me and other congregational leaders. 



OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

Here is the link for 
our 9:30am 
Sunday worship 

services:  https://
www.facebook.com/
holynativitynewhope/. Make sure 
you "like" the page and the live 
service will automatically pop up 
for you in Facebook when it 
starts. You can access our Sunday 
worship bulletin at 
www.holynativity.net. 
You can also call 1-855-341-0527 
after noon on Sundays and listen 
to the service over the phone. 
To view our service on YouTube 
afterward:  
https://www.youtube.com/chann
el/UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwX-
EamLBw/ 
 

Centering Prayer Meeting  
The Centering Prayer 
group meets on Zoom 
twice a month on 

Monday evenings from 5:30-
6:30pm.  March dates are 3/3 
and 3/17.  If you have any inter-
est in learning more about Cen-
tering Prayer and/or joining us, 
please contact Kari Johnson at 
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly. 

Flowers! 
Please consider contrib-
uting Sunday altar flow-
ers. Cost is $30 for flowers or 
plant. These can be dedicated in 
honor or memory of loved ones 
or for special occasions.  Please 
sign up on the board across from 
the office or contact the office 
and they can write you in. And 
please take them home! 

BIBLE STUDY 
Weekly Bible Study 
meets Tuesdays September 
through May at 10:00am.  This 
year we are studying the Lection-
ary. All are welcome.  

Contact Pastor Jason for more 
information.  

Wildfire Caregiver Support 
Wildfire Caregiver 
Support groups 
will meet from 
10:00-11:30am on 

the First and Third Tuesdays of 
each month in the library at 
House of Hope Lutheran Church 
located at: 4800 Boone Ave. No. 
in New Hope. 
 
The overall GOAL of a caregiver 
support group is to enhance the 
caregivers’ coping skills through 
mutual support and informa-
tional sharing. 
 
Questions?  Please contact 
House of Hope Parish 
Nurse Deb Haney at either 
House of Hope or First Lutheran 
of Crystal or the co-facilitator 
Mary Ann Pukal, at 763-533-
8333. 

Wildfire Caregiver Respite 
  
The Wildfire Collaborative Res-
pite for the Caregiver program  
meets the 1st and the 3rd Tues-
days every month year round 
from 10:00am-3:00pm. 
 
We have eight returning volun-
teers who worked one to one 
with the participants.  A few 
more are always welcome.  What 
is needed are volunteers to pre-
pare/serve lunch, leader for mu-
sic, an arts and crafts leader and 
an exercise leader. 
 
The purpose of the program is to 
provide a short period of relief to 
the caregiver from something 
stressful or difficult.   The pro-
gram offers a safe and enjoyable 
social opportunity to the care 
receiver while the caregiver has 
respite.   The program also offers 
caregivers education and ongoing 
support. 
 
For more information or to par-
ticipate, please contact program 
assistant coordinator, Shayne 
Vincent, at 612-390-0776 or Par-
ish Nurse Deb Haney at either 
House of Hope of First Lutheran 
of Crystal. 

NOTE:  The Wildfire Caregiv-
er Respite Group and the 
Wildfire Caregiver Support 
Group are two different 
groups that meet at the 
same time. Feel free to con-
tact Parish Nurse Ruth Pe-
terson (at House of Hope or 
First Lutheran of Crystal)  
with questions. 

JOIN THE  
QUILTERS!! 

The Quilting group meets Thurs-
days in the Fellowship Hall at 
9:00am.  We would love to have 
you join us!  Just come to chat and 
have coffee and treats if you don’t 
sew….and maybe you can learn! 

https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7


Continued Next Page  

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council    Tuesday, February 18,  2025 

Opening Prayer: Connie 
Council Devotions: Brian 
Secretary’s Report/Reminders:  

M/S/Approved January minutes. 
We received thank you notes for donations from the following organizations: CEAP, PRISM, Circle of 

Hope/TreeHouse, and Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota. 
Treasurer’s Report for the period ending January 31, 2025 

We are negative by about $11,000 for the following reasons: 
~ Contributions are under budget by about $3,500 
~No $500 payment from Holy Ghost Revival  
~We have been slightly behind on counting offering, and it’s only January, so this may work itself out. 
~Property insurance payment of about $5,600 (future payments $1,600 per month thru Oct) 
~Worker's comp quarterly payment of $500 (future payments of $500 in Apr, Jul & Oct) 
`Windows repaired for $800 
~The insurance items were budgeted for January, but they affect our cash available. Note that there are 

no insurance premiums due in November or December which will help at year-end. 

OLD BUSINESS/REMINDERS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/UPDATES: 
Congregational Response to Racial Injustice: Nothing at this time, but we think that this is still important, es-

pecially given the cuts to DEI-related programs by the federal government. 
Wildfire Events: Meeting this Thursday. Possible meeting of council presidents and councils soon. Monthly 

Wildfire Youth gatherings have continued. 
WELCA: Sarah Circle met last week and discussed being a part of the Hospitality/Parish Life, as well many oth-

er things.  They are in favor of a kitchen coordinator.  They want to continue their activities and continue 
to meet in the afternoon, and find more people to join them. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Debrief of January Congregational Meeting 
Budget approved. 
Potential Capital Campaign mentioned, to be proposed if necessary at the May meeting.  Possible items are 

window replacements, gutters, bathroom renovations, organ, and paying off mortgage debt.  We need to 
find out quotes and prices. 

Set date for Spring Congregational Meeting—Sunday, May 4 - 11:30 am 
Council Member Nominating Committee 

Outgoing council members: Connie Toavs and Alan Sommervold 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=4dd1afb36f&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1824054052720718825&th=1950577f2787b3e9&view=att&zw&disp=inline
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=4dd1afb36f&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1824054052720718825&th=1950577f2787b3e9&view=att&zw&disp=inline
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=4dd1afb36f&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1824054052720718825&th=1950577f2787b3e9&view=att&zw&disp=inline
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=4dd1afb36f&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1824054052720718825&th=1950577f2787b3e9&view=att&zw&disp=inline
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=4dd1afb36f&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1824054052720718825&th=1950577f2787b3e9&view=att&zw&disp=inline
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=4dd1afb36f&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1824054052720718825&th=1950577f2787b3e9&view=att&zw&disp=inline
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=4dd1afb36f&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1824054052720718825&th=1950577f2787b3e9&view=att&zw&disp=inline
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=4dd1afb36f&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1824054052720718825&th=1950577f2787b3e9&view=att&zw&disp=inline
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=4dd1afb36f&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1824054052720718825&th=1950577f2787b3e9&view=att&zw&disp=inline


Council Minutes Continued  

Need 3 congregational members. Janet Kubly volunteered, so we need two more.  We have some ideas of 
people to ask. 

PASTORS’ REPORTS: 
February 2025 - Pastor Jason R. Wahlstrom 
1. Average attendance for January was 92 with another 20 or so tuned in to Facebook Live. 
2. The Child Care Center continues to operate normally and is doing well financially. 
3. I mentioned last month the idea of a kitchen coordinator. Any further info/discussion?  We think this is a 
good idea and will put together a job description.   
4. Empty Bowls is March 4, 5-7:30pm at Cooper High School. They missed a real opportunity in not going with 
a Mardi Gras theme because… 
5. Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 5. Make sure you are ready with your ministry teams (and oth-
er volunteers) to serve soup suppers. Lenten worship will begin at 6:30pm this year, to align with our Wildfire 
partners and give the choir a break on not having rehearsal run too late. We will again be participating in a 
round robin with some of our Wildfire partners, welcoming a new preacher each week on the theme of 
“Listening.” 
6. Some of the Wildfire congregations are sharing a booth at the Golden Valley Pride Festival, which is Satur-
day, June 7. So far, St. James, Valley of Peace, and probably House of Hope are in. Should we consider joining 
them? The total cost is only $150, which we would share. M/S/Approved to join.  Pastor Erica has community 
art projects that she has done in the past which could be a good fit. 
February 2025 - Pastor Erica Bryerwell 
Erica has been thinking about the recent executive order regarding congregations and ICE.  She has some re-
sources from the synod.   While this is not as large an issue for us as some churches, she does want us to con-
sider establishing clearly marked private spaces (which ICE cannot enter), having a few people who under-
stand the difference between ICE arrest warrants and judicial warrants who can permit or not permit entry, 
and documentation of interactions.  Erica is going to get some signs to designate private areas.  Connie has 
some other resources about rapid responses. 
Youth and Education: 
Kristen Chamberlain will be stepping down from leading Sunday School next year, though she is still interest-
ed in doing the Christmas program and being a part of the youth program.  The committee is going to consid-
er new directions for Sunday school and youth education. 
Outreach: 
March’s focus is on Not for Sale, the anti-trafficking organization in Honduras.  The committee also wants to 
work on information about the funding changes from the federal government for various food programs (like 
PRISM). 
Property: 
Solar Panels are completely installed and tied into HN power system with Xcel. Electrical has passed inspec-
tion and Insurance information submitted to Xcel. Waiting on Xcel to schedule power up state of Solar panels. 
Received quote on Surge Protector for incoming electrical system into HN, from Blue Sky Electric - they in-
stalled the Solar Panels. Cost is $4550 for after hours work or $3600 if done during normal business hours. 
This is to address any electrical spikes like Lightning strikes or Power surges. Need Council to approve. Lead 
time 4-6 wks. M/S/Approved from reserves. 
Stewardship: 
On Sunday, the committee discussed ways of continuing to “Make a Difference” through connecting people 
within the congregation to support each other in occasional tasks.  Youth could be involved with this. 
Still exploring better internet options with the Stream Team.  We are currently on copper CenturyLink, which 
has streaming limitations when compared to fiber optic or 5G. 
Closing Prayer: Jim 
M/S/Approved to adjourn at 8:35 pm. 



PRISM IS SERVING OUR COMMUNITY  
FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE 
1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422 

Phone: 763-529-1350 

PEOPLE  
RESPONDING IN  

SOCIAL  
MINISTRY 

Thank You for again  

Supporting Every Meal                
The Third Wildfire 
Pizza, Bingo Event 
was a success de-
spite the arrival of a 
winter wonderland!  

The event was a fun and entertain-
ing time featuring pizza, popcorn, 
bingo/prizes, and the bead game, 
while a beautifully-stocked bake 
sale added a tasty zest to the fes-
tivities. Thank you to those who 
attended. Many thanks to those 
who took the time to make and 
deliver the delicious baked 
goods—again, the bake sale 
played an important role in the 
fundraiser!  And, a special ap-
plause to those who worked at 
the event to oversee the baking 
and serving of the pizza and soda, 
keeping everyone happy and satis-
fied. It couldn’t have happened 
without you!  Last but not least, a 
sincere thank you to those who 
also made generous donations to 
greatly help the fundraising effort.  

If you were unable to attend, it is 
not too late to make your donation 

to this important fundraiser for  
Every Meal, in support of  
elementary age students  

experiencing food  
scarcity. 

DID YOU KNOW…. 
Some Holy Nativity 
members meet 
monthly at Outtakes 
In New Hope (next to 
the Cinema Grill) to play BINGO?  
It’s usually the last Tuesday of 
the month and starts at 7:00pm.  
Some arrive at 6:00pm for dinner 
before bingo starts.  It’s a fun 
and inexpensive night out with 
friends.  Please join us.  Contact 
Linda Lien if you have any ques-
tions. 

Our Mission Support Organization  
for the month of March is PRISM   

PRISM provides Dignity Centered Resources including: 
Market Place Food Shelf 
Shop for Change Thrift Shop 
Homelessness Prevention 
Celebrations for Children 

The need for donations is great, especially for food or funds to pur-
chase food to replenish food shelves. Federal funding that channels 
through local government to PRISM are frozen and are at risk of being 
cut off.  Your generous donations help PRISM continue to meet the 
needs of families, seniors and other individuals in our community.    

Check out the article below for important updates and information 

about PRISM.  

Last month a PRISM staff member, Kevin Lytle, retired.  Unfortu-
nately, his retirement left a hole as he was running the Faith Advisory 
Board.  As a result, our monthly meeting was cancelled and, therefore, 
I am not able to get the January statistics.  I can say that early February 
demand for food was down.  I think a combination of extreme cold and 
the fear of being deported kept people away.  The good news is that by 
next month we will have a new person to fill Kevin’s position. 

With the new administration’s policy of cancelling grants, PRISM 
has been affected.  The State of Minnesota has informed us that their 
planned grant of $30,000 is on hold, pending the review of all grants by 
the Trump administration. 

March is Minnesota Food Share Month. PRISM has as its goal to 
either raise $250,000 or 250,000 pounds of food, or combination.  If we 
can reach that goal, we are eligible for matching contributions, which 
will help with the loss of grant money.  The PRISM focus for March is 
canned protein, baking supplies (small sizes), rice and cereal.  

We still need volunteers.  If you have some spare time and like the 
idea of giving back to the community, we could use your help.  Our vol-
unteers are of all ages, from teenagers to people in their 80‘s.  Most of 
the work is not physically demanding.  We have a need for people in 
the food shelf, reception and the thrift shop. If you can help, please 
contact the volunteer manager at 763-432-4230. 



Worship Assistants 
Ushers 

March  2         Dean Birkholz 
                          Karen Leverson 
                          April Umana 
                          Don Van Heel 
             
March 9           Dean Birkholz 
                          Karen Leverson 
                          April Umana 
                          Don Van Heel 

March 16          Eric Grimes 
                           Wendy Grimes 
                           Addie Grimes 
                           Charlie Grimes 
   
March 23          Eric Grimes 
                           Wendy Grimes 
                           Addie Grimes 
                           Charlie Grimes 
 
 
March 30          Judy Alexander 
                            Bob Alexander 
                            Gaylen Bunce 
                            Becky Massop 

March 2        Jana Roiger 
 

March 9        Althera Bergren 

March 16      Chris Daniels 

March  23     Mike Boursier 

March 30      Lynn Kvalness 

 

Scripture Readers 

March 2          Verne Erickson 
 
March 9          Ted and Kathy Davis 
 
March 16        Kathryn Smrekar  
 
March 23        Sharon Brynstad 
 
March 30        Delphine Arme 
 
 

Greeters 

March 2              Becky Nichols 
                             Eloise Nichols 
 
March 9              Jeremy Schmitz 
                             Elizabeth Schmitz 
                                 
March 16           Connie Toavs 
                             Tyler Toavs 
          
March 23            Dave Folkerds 
                              Grace Folkerds 
 
March 30         David Thomas-Jensen 
                           Tifini Thomas-Jensen 

Social Hour Hosts 

March  2          Karen Gaasland 
                          Joe Gartner 
        
March 16         Janet Kubly 
                           Noya Woodrich 
                               
 
 
                                      

 

Communion Assistants 

March 2      Alan Sommervold 
 
March 9      Brian Eklund 
 
March 16    Nora Leverson 
 
March 23    Janet Kubly 
 
March 30    James Vair 
 

March 2            Maddy Schmitz 
                           Ava Dancho 
                           
March 9             Harrison Carlsrud 
                           Oliver Carlsrud     
                         
March 16          Please sign up 
  
March 23          Please sign up 
 
March 30          Please sign up 

Cantors 

Acolytes 

Please Note... 
If you are unable to serve at the 

worship time(s) you’ve been  
scheduled, please find someone to  

replace you or switch with you, 
then notify the church office to tell 
us of the change.  If you have any 

questions, please let us know.  
Thank you for your help! 

 
Church Office: 
763-545-1647 

Thrivent Financial members!  
Have you directed all your 2024 Thrivent Choice dollars to Holy Nativity? 
Thrivent members can still direct funds earned last year through March 31, 
2025. To see if you have any 2024 dollars remaining, visit 

Thrivent.com/thriventchoice online, or call 800-847-4836 and when prompted say "Thrivent Choice."  
Holy Nativity appreciates your support!  



CALENDAR  



PLEASE SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS!   
It’s the best way to thank them for supporting our newsletter! 



NON PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Twin Cities MN 

Permit No. 2285 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church, ELCA 
3900 Winnetka Avenue North 
New Hope, Minnesota 55427 
(763) 545-1647  Fax: 763-545-8339 
Email: office@holynativity.net 
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HOLY NATIVITY STAFF 

 
Pastor Jason Wahlstrom (H) 763-767-3051 
 pastorjason@holynativity.net 
Pastor Erica Bryerwell                                    612-293-8028 
                                                 pastorerica@holynativity.net 
Iver Hubert Director of Music Ministry 
 iver@holynativity.net 
Lisa Stockert Organist/Communications Coordinator 
 lisa@holynativity.net 
Linda Lien Congregational Care Coordinator 
 and Funeral Coordinator 
 linda@holynativity.net 
Wendy Grimes Youth Ministry Associate  
                                                     wendy.grimes@yahoo.com 
Kristen Chamberlain                     Sunday School Director 
                                           kristen.chamberlain@gmail.com 
Kara Holt Financial Coordinator  
 karaholt@msn.com 
Tom Wiblishauser Custodian 
 twiblishauser@comcast.net 
Amy Laite Sunday Nursery Coordinator 
 amyjoshdmlr@hotmail.com 
Brittany Anderson Childcare Director 
 (HNCCCC Office) 763-591-0681 
 holynativitycccc@gmail.com  
General Message office@holynativity.net 
                                                                             763-545-1647 

Our Mission 
“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity 

Lutheran Church is a welcoming community 
dedicated to helping all know God’s love 
through worship, service and fellowship.” 
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