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The Pastor’s Word 

In a deep, unbounded darkness,  
ACS 1093 
 
In a deep, unbounded darkness 
long before the first light shone, 
You, O God, beyond all merit, 
worked a wonder faith makes known: 
in your mercy, in your mercy, 
You embraced us as Your own. 
evermore and evermore. 
 
Though our world is ever-changing, 
You are constant, firm, and sure, 
faithful to Your cov'nant promise. 
Trusting You, we live, secure: 
singing praises, singing praises, 
long as heart and breath endure. 
evermore and evermore. 
 
Joy transforms our lips to boasting 
only in Your matchless grace, 
sending Christ to dwell among us, 
Word made flesh, in time and space: 
Friend and Savior, Friend and Savior, 
in whose life we glimpse Your face 
evermore and evermore. 
 
God of Hagar, God of Sarah, 
God of nomad Abraham; 
God of Miriam, God of Moses, 
Fiery Pillar, great I Am: 
lead us homeward, lead us homeward, 
to the love-feast of the Lamb 
evermore and evermore. 

We are entering the “Season after 
Pentecost” in the Church Year, 
often called Ordinary Time because 
it’s not tied to any specific season 
(Advent/Lent) or Holiday 
(Christmas/Easter). Ordinary Time 

spans about half the year, from 
early summer to late fall. It’s the 
time when our readings tell us of 
the ministry of Jesus during his 
life and the stories of the Israel-
ites and the Prophets. 
 
As we enter the summer months, 
they are often filled with travel, 
activities, lakes, and families. For 
those of us with kids, it often 
means interrupted routines and 
extra chaos. Maybe it means 
moving kids from and to campus-
es. For others, it may mean 
weekends out of town for rest 
and fishing. The liturgical 
“ordinary time” lands, for many 
of us, in a season that is anything 
but ordinary. In this broader 
global moment, too, our times 
feel anything but ordinary. 
 
And yet, that is at the root of our 
faith. Our religion, our beliefs, 
and our experiences of God are 
not ordinary. The prophets were 
called to bring God’s people out 
of the ordinary and into the pres-
ence of God. Jesus’ ministry 
called people out of the ordinary 
to listen for God and care more 
deeply for one another. The cer-
tainty and mystery of God is 
found outside of the ordinary 
and yet is rooted in our everyday 
lives. 
 
The text of the hymn I chose this 
month comes from an anony-

mous Chinese poem. It was 
translated into English in the 
1950s by Francis Jones and 
adapted into this hymn in 2012 
by Mary Louise Bringle. The mu-
sic the text is set to is a plain-
song, or chant, found in manu-
scripts starting in the 12th centu-
ry; originally sung in unison with 
no set prescriptions to tempo or 
phrasing. I love that this hymn 
spans time and cultures: the 
known, the unknown, and the 
uncertain. It’s history is a reflec-
tion of God’s story in the world. 
 
Though our world is ever-
changing, You are constant, firm, 
and sure…evermore and ever-
more. 
This is our reminder. Ordinary 
Time or not. Certainty or not. 
Routine or not. God is ever-
present in our lives. 
 
If you are heading out of town on 
weekends this summer, are sad 
to be missing church services, 
and are wanting an in-person 
mid-week service, the Wildfire 
churches are getting together the 
2nd Wednesday of each month 
to worship together. The service 
on July 9th will be held at Holy 
Nativity, and the service on Au-
gust 13th will be at Cross of Glo-
ry in conjunction with Vacation 
Bible School. Join us! 
 
Pastor Erica 



Sponsored By Wildfire Churches:  
Cross of Glory, Faith Lilac Way, Holy Nativity, House of Hope, 

Valley of Peace and St. James  
Location: Cross of Glory, 5929 Brooklyn Boulevard  

Brooklyn Center, MN  
Monday, August 11 —Thursday August 14, 2025  

Registration forms are available in the office. 

Happy Hour with  
Pastor Jason 

Join Pastor Jason at Luce Line 
Brewing (12901 16th Ave N, 
Plymouth) for Happy Hour on 
Wednesday, July 30th from 
4:30pm-7:00pm.   

 

 

 

Come anytime for some good 
conversation and a tasty bever-
age!  All ages are welcome!   

A big thank you to all that helped 
with contributed items and do-
nated food to the HNLC garage 
sale!  Thanks to you we raised 
over $3,000  to help send our 
youth to North Carolina to help 
with continued hurricane relief!! 

With gratitude,  Wendy 

 

 

 

 

IT’S BACK!!!!! 

Nametags are returning on the 
first Sunday of every month.   
They will be available in the Nar-
thex for you to fill out and wear.  
What a great way to meet and 
greet someone you may recog-
nize but don’t know their name.   

Holy Nativity Youth Head to North Carolina 
 
From July 20-25, youth from Holy Nativity will be joining 
youth from House of Hope and Valley of Peace for a mis-
sion trip to western North Carolina.   
 
In late September 2024, Hurricane Helene hit the coast of Florida as a 
Category 4 hurricane and moved inland as a deadly storm, leaving dev-
astation throughout the southeastern United States. The storm caused 
shocking, dangerous flooding, especially in western North Carolina and 
Tennessee, washing away whole towns and roads, leaving millions of 
people without power, and driving thousands from their homes.   
 
Working with Lutheran Disaster Response, our youth will be working to 
provide hurricane relief in the Asheville, NC area.  They’ll be staying at 
an ELCA camp just outside of Asheville called Lutheridge. 
 
Lutheran Disaster Response shares God's hope, healing and renewal 
with people whose lives have been disrupted by disasters in the United 
States and around the world. When the dust settles and the headlines 
change, Lutheran Disaster Response stays to provide ongoing assis-
tance to those in need. 
 



LIBRARY LOOK 
Relax and enjoy a good book this 
summer. We’ve weeded the col-
lection to make it easier to find a 
book to read. Remember you can 
take a book off the shelf and just 
return it. There is no need to 
check it out. Happy summer 
reading! 
 
“I absolutely adored Ask Again, 
Yes. I was only a few chapters in 
when I knew Mary Beth Keane 
was about to become one of my 
favorite authors.” Liane Moriarty 

Francis Gleeson and 
Brian Stanhope, rookie 
NYPD cops, are neigh-
bors in the suburbs. 
What happens behind 

closed doors in both houses—the 
loneliness of Francis’s wife, Lena, 
and the instability of Brian’s wife, 
Anne—sets the stage for the ex-
plosive events to come. 

In Mary Beth Keane’s extraordi-
nary novel, a lifelong friendship 
and love blossoms between Kate 
Gleeson and Peter Stanhope, 
born six months apart. One 
shocking night, their loyalties are 
divided, and their bond will be 
tested again and again over the 
next thirty years. Heartbreaking 
and redemptive, Ask Again, Yes is 
a gorgeous and generous portrait 
of the daily intimacies of mar-
riage and the power of for-
giveness. 

Louise Erdrich writes this book 
“creates a layered emotional 
truth that makes a compelling 
case for compassion over blame, 
understanding over grudge, and 
the resilience of hearts that can 
accept the contradictions of 
love.” 

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER –  
GUTTER CLEAN-OUT  

Due to all the rain 
this spring and super 
grass, many thanks 
to our riding mower 
team of Rod Moser 
and Joe Gartner, my-

self on the push mower, and 
Verne Erickson our mechanic 
who repairs axles, bearings and 
whatever else breaks down.  
 
During am intense rain, I went on 
a wet gutter watch to discover 
several downspouts full of leaves 
with water backing up. What I 
could not open in the rain, I 
cleared the next day.  
 
During June I was able to replace 
and clean all furnace filters, vacu-
um all freezer air filter grates, 
and clean all ice machine internal 
components. The protective 
coating on our carpets is working 
great as all that is required is reg-
ular vacuuming to make them 
look like new again. I also re-
moved all weeds on the south 
side of the building and continue 
to spray and work on the rest. 
 
If you see anything else that 
needs cleaning, please contact 
the office or me. All are welcome 
to our Thursday morning grounds 
group for fresh air, stretching, 
bending and garden yoga.  
Tom Wiblishauser 763-656-8850 

SENIOR FITNESS – PROTECT 
OUR WATER QUALITY  
Responsible practic-
es to improve the 
quality of your yard 
include: 
 
Take a soil test to know what fer-
tilizers your lawn needs. 
 
Set your mower to a high setting 
(3-4” tall) to promote deep roots 
and aid water and nutrient reten-
tion. 
 
Apply fertilizers and herbicides 
according to the label and when 
they will be most effective. For 
spring, not until you have cut 
grass at least 2 times so able to 
absorb fertilizer. Fall is the best 
time to fertilize to develop strong 
roots.  
 
Mowing dry grass versus wet will 
give you a better cut, avoid high 
grass tracks, and spreading dis-
ease. 
 
Sweep up clippings, leaves, and 
other materials from hard surfac-
es to keep out of storm sewers. 
 
Whether manicured lawns or na-
tive grasses and flowers, healthy 
lawns promote healthy water. If 
you do not have your own lawn, 
you are welcome to practice on 
our HNLC lawn and gardens on 
your own time schedule. 



PRISM IS SERVING OUR COMMUNITY  
FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE 
1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422 

Phone: 763-529-1350 
 

PEOPLE  
RESPONDING 

IN  
SOCIAL  

MINISTRY 

PASTORAL ACTS: 

Wedding 
5/31    Scott Hennessy and 
             Irmi Bjerken 
 
Baptism: 
6/22     Vivian Petterson 
 
           
 

                       

Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity is our Mission Support organization 
for July. Partnering with families to be successful home owners, the 
organization inspires action that increases housing for our community..  
Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity engages a broad network of support-
ers, community members, soon-to-be home owners to create, pre-
serve, promote affordable homeownership, and advance racial equity 
in housing  in the seven-country metro area of Minneapolis and St. 
Paul. Twin Cities Habitat is the largest affordable homeownership 
builder in the seven-county metro area. Donations to the organization 
help low income families prepare for a first home with home owner-
ship education, financial counseling, hands on building or renovation 
experience, and a move for a family into a permanent home.  During 
their past fiscal year ending in June 2024, Twin Cities Habitat partnered 
with 851 households in some aspect of the program and 139 families 
purchased homes with Habitat.  Watch the Holy Post and bulletin for 
more information about this vital organization in our area.   

PRISM’s free summer produce distributions are back! 
Stop by our parking lot on select dates throughout the summer to pick 
up a variety of fresh fruits and vegetables. Each distribution features 
new seasonal produce, and it’s all free—no appointment needed*.  Dis-
tributions are first come, first served.  We recommend bringing reusa-
ble totes, wagons, or anything that will help you carry your produce. 

• July 1st   July 15th 

• August 5th   August 19th 
• September 2nd  September 16th 

• October 7th  October 21st 
 
*Please note: On these dates, the Marketplace Food Shelf will close 
early at 12:30pm, and new intakes will stop at 12pm. 

Interested in volunteering at a produce distribution date? Email 
PRISM’s Volunteer manager Liam at volunteer@prismmpls.org or call 
at 763-432-4230. 

Holy Nativity at the  
Crystal Frolics 

Holy Nativity's Boy Scout Troop 
will be selling ice cream at the 
Welcome Park food tent during 
the Crystal Frolics and we are in-
viting Holy Nativity to join us.   

This is a joint effort to raise funds 
for new troop gear, and get Holy 
Nativity's presence out in the 
community. If you have a few 
hours to spare (7/24-7/27) and 
want to support the scouts, show 
off Holy Nativity's spirit, and sling 
some ice cream, please see Chris 
Daniels. 

Thank you for your support and 
partnership with the Boy Scout 
Troop. 



OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

Centering Prayer Meeting  
The Centering Prayer 
group meets on Zoom 
twice a month on 

Monday evenings from 5:30-
6:30pm.  July dates are 7/7 and 
7/21.  If you have any interest in 
learning more about Centering 
Prayer and/or joining us, please 
contact Kari Johnson at 
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly. 

Flowers! 
Please consider contrib-
uting Sunday altar flow-
ers. Cost is $30 for flow-
ers or plant. These can be 
dedicated in honor or memory of 
loved ones or for special occa-
sions.  Please sign up on the 
board across from the office or 
contact the office and they can 
write you in. And please take 
them home! 

BIBLE STUDY 
Weekly Bible Study 
meets Tuesdays (September-May) 
at 10:00am.   
All are welcome.  

Contact Pastor Jason for more 
information.  

JOIN THE  
QUILTERS!! 

The Quilting group meets Thurs-
days in the Fellowship Hall at 
9:00am.  We would love to have 
you join us!  Just come to chat and 
have coffee and treats if you don’t 
sew….and maybe you can learn! What’s Up With That? 

Q: Services have been running very long.  What can be done to  
shorten up? 

 

Pastor Jason responds: 
It is true that our Sunday worship services have been running a bit long 
lately, especially since the decision to celebrate Holy Communion 
weekly.  The staff has discussed this issue and agrees that especially 
once the program year and education hour resume in the fall, we will 
have to work to make sure we aren’t running too long.  Over the sum-
mer, we will definitely be trying different ideas for how to make sure 
we don’t run too long and interfere with other programming. 
 
When it comes to worship and what is necessary for worship as Luther-
ans, we follow Martin Luther’s lead.  He said that worship happens 
when the word is proclaimed and the sacrament is celebrated.  Those 
are the two required elements.  As we think about what can be short-
ened or adjusted, we will maintain our focus on word and sacrament. 
 
Some possible ideas for keeping worship to a reasonable length might 
be singing fewer verses of some hymns, using shorter liturgies and 
prayers, and being intentional about the length of sermons and chil-
dren’s sermons.  Ultimately, if we hear the gospel proclaimed and 
share in Holy Communion, everything else is optional.  That doesn’t 
mean everything else would reasonably be omitted, but it does mean 
we have freedom to configure worship to meet the needs of our com-
munity. 



Continued Next Page  

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council    Tuesday, June 17,  2025 

Called to order at 7:05 p.m. 
Opening Prayer: Sonja 
Council Devotions: Emily 
Secretary’s Report/Reminders:  
May minutes approved. 
We received thank you notes for donations from the following organizations: Lutheran Social Services of Min-
nesota, Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches, and PRISM. 
We received a donation of $500 from the New Hope Women of Today.  
Treasurer’s Report for the period ending May 31, 2025 
There is nothing of particular note this month.  We are slightly ahead on expenditures but Kara believes that 
will level out over the summer months. 

OLD BUSINESS/REMINDERS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/UPDATES: 

Congregational Response to Racial Injustice  

Memorial Day 2025 marked five years since the murder of George Floyd. 

Juneteenth is this Thursday, June 19 - a celebration of African-American freedom, with emphasis on educa-

tion, achievement, and self-reflection. 

Wildfire Events  

Golden Valley Pride - Wildfire churches were well-represented.  We should consider seeking out individu-

als to help represent the church instead of only leaving it an open opportunity. 

First combined Wildfire Summer Wednesday worship occurred on June 11.  Around 50 people attended.  

Holy Nativity will host on July 9 - please plan to attend! 

Capital Campaign 

Jim contacted Pastor Ashley from Valley of Peace to get names of congregation members to talk about 

their experience with Walsh and Associates.  He also is setting up a meeting of the committee. 

Kitchen Coordinator position 

Four applicants so far.  Deadline to express interest is this Friday. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

No new business. 



Council Minutes Continued  

PASTORS’ REPORTS: 

Pastor Jason R. Wahlstrom 

Average attendance for May was 131. 

The Child Care Center continues to operate normally and is doing well financially. 

The youth garage sale is taking place Thursday through Saturday to support the mission trip to North Carolina. Come 

shop the sale! 

Join me for Happy Hour with Pastor Jason on Tuesday, June 24, 4:30-7pm, at Utepils Brewing in Minneapolis. 

Three combined Wildfire worship services are happening in June, July, and August on the second Wednesday of the 

month at 7pm. June 11 – Elim, July 9 –Holy Nativity, August 13 – Cross of Glory. 

The Wildfire Shindig supporting Every Meal is happening Wednesday, June 25, 5:30-7:30pm at House of Hope. Come 

support Every Meal! 

I will be on vacation June 27-July 4. 

June 2025 - Pastor Erica Bryerwell 

I attended the Festival of Homiletics May 12-15th. There were many great lectures and workshops that I was able to 

attend, amazing preachers, and some time to connect with other people who are doing ministry work. It was a 

good time of education and spiritual renewal. 

I spent the last week of May on vacation with my family. Extra thanks to Jason for preaching 3 weeks in a row for that! 

Cards were sent to homebound members who I haven't been able to reach yet. I've had one reach out to me already to 

schedule a visit! 

As we get into the summer months, and hopefully less sickness in our household, I hope to set up a system to visit our 

homebound members with a more routine regularity.  

The first mid-week Wildfire service went great! There was good attendance from the churches with a time of fellowship 

afterwards. The next one will be held at Holy Nativity on July 9th. August 13th's will be held at Cross of Glory, and 

Holy Nativity will be in charge of bringing treats to share after the service! 

We should consider doing the Reconciling in Christ program through Reconciling Works.  Two parts: congregational 

discussions and welcome statement, vote by congregation.  LGBTQIA+ and BIPOC focused.  Council motioned to do 

the process right before covid, and it fell by the wayside.  Usually a year-long progress, but can take longer.  M/S/

Approved to recommit to this process. 

 

Youth and Education: 

Discussing new and creative ways to do Sunday morning education. 

 

Personnel: 

Will meet soon to interview Kitchen Coordinator applicants. 

 

Property:  

Received a bid on remodeling four bathrooms – total $125,335. 

Two estimates on gutters and guards.  M/S/Approved to authorize the Property committee up $20,000 to spend on 

replacing gutters and guards. 

Padagis is scheduling the Chip Seal, Seal Coat, Cape Seal and Striping for this summer. They will let us know when it is 

planned. 

Joe continues to take bids on the window replacement project. 

 

Closing Prayer: Sonja 

M/S/Approved to adjourn at 8:01 p.m. 





Below is the link for our 9:30am 
Sunday worship services. You can 
access our Sunday worship bulletin 
at www.holynativity.net. 
To view our service on YouTube:  

youtube.com/@holynativitynewhope 
For closed captioning, click on the CC on your 
device’s screen. 

Worship Assistants 
Ushers 

July 6                 Karen Leverson 
                           Don Van Heel 
                           Leah Weisjahn 
                           Todd Weisjahn                    
       
July 13               Judy Alexander 
                           Bob Alexander 
                           Kristan Kohls 
                           Mark Kohls 

July 20              Judy Alexander 
                           Bob Alexander 
                           Kristan Kohls 
                           Mark Kohls 
 
July 27              Gaylen Bunce 
                          Chris Daniels 
                          Isaac Daniels 
                          Kristin Daniels 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 6            Dorothy Jorenby 
 

July 13          Kathy Davis 

July 20          Tuari Landa 

July 27          Kristen Chamberlain 

 

Scripture Readers 

July 6            Ted and Kathy Davis 
 
July 13           Larry and Althera 
                        Bergren  
 
July 20           Jerry and Karen  
                        Gaasland  
 
July 27            Marilyn Rausch 
 
 

Greeters 

July 6             Delphine Arme 
                        Nancy Van Heel 
 
July 13           Emily Spanjers 
                        Sandee Stenzel 
                                 
July 20            Delphine Arme 
                        Emily Spanjers 
          
July 27            Joe Gartner 
                         Deb Gartner 
 
 
 

Social Hour Hosts 

July 6               Nancy Van Heel 
                         Ann Wahlstrom 
 
July 13             Lori Cowman 
                         Karen Gaasland 
        
July 20             Dorothy Jorenby 
                          Noya Woodrich 
 
July 27              Joshua Daniels 
                          Kari Johnson 
                          
                            
 

Communion Assistants 

July 6   Brian Johnson 
 
July 13   Ann Wahlstrom 
 
July 20   Alan Sommervold 
 
July 27   Cresta Hubert 
 
 
 

Cantors 

Please Note... 
If you are unable to serve at the 

worship time(s) you’ve been  
scheduled, please find someone to  

replace you or switch with you, 
then notify the church office to tell 
us of the change.  If you have any 

questions, please let us know.  
Thank you for your help! 

 
Church Office: 
763-545-1647 

CONGRATULATIONS to our former 
Youth Intern Kinna Nordstrom on her 
recent ordination.  She is now Deacon 
of Children, Youth and Family Ministry 
at Fellowship Lutheran Church in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma.   

https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
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HOLY NATIVITY STAFF 
 

Pastor Jason Wahlstrom (H) 763-767-3051 
 pastorjason@holynativity.net 
Pastor Erica Bryerwell                                    612-293-8028 
                                                 pastorerica@holynativity.net 
Iver Hubert Director of Music Ministry 
 iver@holynativity.net 
Lisa Stockert Organist/Communications Coordinator 
 lisa@holynativity.net 
Linda Lien Congregational Care Coordinator 
 and Funeral Preparation Coordinator 
 linda@holynativity.net 
Wendy Grimes Youth Ministry Associate  
                                                     wendy.grimes@yahoo.com 
Kristen Chamberlain                     Sunday School Director 
                                           kristen.chamberlain@gmail.com 
Kara Holt Financial Coordinator  
 karaholt@msn.com 
Tom Wiblishauser Custodian 
 twiblishauser@comcast.net 
Kari Johnson                           Day-Of-Funeral Coordinator   
                                                   karijohnson1@hotmail.com 
Amy Laite Sunday Nursery Coordinator 
 amyjoshdmlr@hotmail.com 
Brittany Anderson Childcare Director 
 (HNCCCC Office) 763-591-0681 
 holynativitycccc@gmail.com  
General Message office@holynativity.net 
                                                                             763-545-1647 

Our Mission 
“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity 

Lutheran Church is a welcoming community 
dedicated to helping all know God’s love 
through worship, service and fellowship.” 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


