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The Pastor’s Word 

Dear Siblings in Christ, 

As I write this, I am two days 
away from travelling to western 
North Carolina for our youth mis-
sion trip.  By the time you read 
this, though, I will have already 
returned.  As we did last year for 
the ELCA Youth Gathering in New 
Orleans, we are travelling with 
youth and adult chaperones from 
House of Hope and Valley of 
Peace.  I am beyond pleased that 
we are able to partner in this way 
with some of our fellow Wildfire 
congregations. 

We will be staying at an ELCA 
camp just outside of Asheville 
called Lutheridge.  I have been 
told the Asheville area, located in 
the Blue Ridge Mountains, is 
beautiful.  The city of Asheville 
itself is apparently a fun and in-
teresting city with much to see.  
While we may have a bit of time 
to explore the city and the area, 
our main focus will be on working 
to help with hurricane relief fol-
lowing last year’s Hurricane Hele-
ne.  There is still much work to be 
done in the area following that 
destructive storm.  We will be 
working in conjunction with Lu-
theran Disaster Response (LDR), a 
ministry of the ELCA that re-
sponds to disasters in the United 
States and around the world.  
LDR is one of the most impressive 

ministries within the ELCA, often 
one of the first groups to re-
spond to disasters and among 
the last to leave. 

In recent days, we have learned 
more about what work we will be 
doing.  Some of us will be work-
ing doing home repair, helping 
residents whose homes were 
damaged in the storm.  There are 
also many people who still need 
help with basic things like food; 
thus, some of us will be working 
in community gardens, food 
shelves, and a kitchen that serves 
free meals to residents.  Still oth-
ers will be working to help clean 
up a local river, where debris is 
still present from the storm.  
There is clearly much work to be 
done! 

I have been on many mission 
trips through the years, but 
somehow this one feels different.  
While I am sure we’ve made a 
difference on every trip we’ve 
done, this trip is about meeting 
the immediate needs of our 
neighbors who have experienced 
major devastation.  I am looking 
forward to doing this with our 
committed youth and adult chap-
erones.  We are truly doing God’s 
work with our hands. 

Lastly, thank you so much for all 
of your support of the Holy Nativ-
ity youth program.  I know it 
sometimes seems like we are 

constantly fundraising, but hope-
fully you agree that it is worth it 
for the trips and experiences like 
this one that we are able to offer 
our youth. 

In God’s amazing grace, 
Pastor Jason 

FALL START-UPS !! 

Choir—Wednesday, 8/27 

God’s Work, Our Hands – 
Sunday, 9/7 
 

Education resumes—Sunday, 9/7 

Bible Study—Tuesday, 9/9  

Elizabeth Circle—Tuesday, 9/9 

Confirmation Orientation—
Wednesday, 9/10 

Sarah Circle—Wednesday, 9/24 

 

Nativity Choir rehearsals start on 
Wednesday, August 27 at 
7:00pm.  Direct any questions to 
Iver at ivercrest@gmail.com. 



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL! 
Sponsored By Wildfire Churches:  

Cross of Glory, Faith Lilac Way, House of 
Hope, Holy Nativity, Valley of Peace and 

St. James  
Location: Cross of Glory, 5929 Brooklyn Boulevard  

Brooklyn Center, MN  
Monday, August 11 —Thursday August 14, 2025  

Registration forms are available in the office. 
Meal at 5:15 pm, Program from 5:45pm—7:30pm  

Happy Hour with  
Pastor Jason 

Join Pastor Jason 
at Nouvelle 
Brewing, 4124 
West Broadway, 
Robbinsdale for 
Happy Hour on 

Wednesday, August 20th from 
4:30pm-7:00pm.   

What’s Up With That? 
WHERE DOES THE ART WORK FOR THE BULLETINS COME FROM? 

Great question! Most of the images we use come from Sundays and 
Seasons, a worship planning resource we subscribe to through Augs-
burg Fortress. Our subscription includes a license that allows us to use 
and reprint both written content and artwork for our services. These 
images are selected to reflect the themes of each Sunday and season in 
the church year. 

We’ve also used artwork created by volunteers in our church—like 
Nora Leverson, a talented graphic designer, and youth members 
who’ve designed images for Youth Sundays. In addition, we sometimes 
use clip art from a CD-ROM collection we purchased from Liturgical 
Press (based near St. Cloud, MN), which gives churches permission to 
use the artwork in bulletins at no extra cost. 

We love that people are curious about how worship materials come 
together—thanks for asking, and keep the questions coming! 

Attention all cur-
rent and former 
HNLC Youth!!   

Are you home from 
school for the summer? Are you 
heading off to school soon? Do 
you miss your church friends 
and would just like to recon-
nect?  Do you just want a free 
coffee?  Come hang out with Lori 
at Caribou on 42nd and Winnetka 
any time from 3-4:30 pm on 
Wednesday August 6 just to 
chat.  If you've ever been in-
volved with the confirmation pro-
gram at HNLC - you're invited!
Please shoot Lori a text at 
612.709.5472 so she knows how 
many to expect. 



LIBRARY LOOK 
Summertime, a time to 
relax and read some-
thing “delightfully differ-
ent . . . The combination 
of sly humor and naivete makes 
this novel a surprising and refresh-
ing read.” The Boston Globe. The 
Sunset Years of Agnes Sharp by 
Leonie Swann is just the book.  
 
It has been an eventful morning 
for Agnes Sharp and the other in-
habitants of Sunset Hall, a house 
share for the old and unruly in the 
sleepy English countryside. Alt-
hough they have some issues 
(misplaced reading glasses, con-
flicting culinary tastes, decreasing 
mobility, and gluttonous grand-
sons), nothing prepares them for 
an unexpected visit from a police 
officer with some shocking news. A 
body has been discovered next 
door. Everyone puts on a long face 
for show, but they are secretly re-
lieved the body in question is not 
the one they’re currently hiding in 
the shed (sorry, Lillith). 
 
It seems the answer to their little 
problem with Lillith may have fall-
en right into their laps. All they 
have to do is find out who mur-
dered their neighbor, so they can 
pin Lillith’s death on them, thus 
killing two (old) birds with one 
stone (cold killer). 
 
With their plan sorted, Agnes and 
her geriatric gang spring into ac-
tion. After all, everybody likes a 
good mystery. Besides, the more 
suspicion they can cast about, 
surely the less will land on them. 
To investigate, they will step out of 
their comfort zone and tangle with 
sinister bakers, broken stairlifts, 
inept criminals, the local authori-
ties, and their own dark secrets. 

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER – WEED CLEAN OUT  
Many thanks to Ernie Talatala, an original farmer from the 
Philippines who I worked with at Lunds for several years 
and has now helped our Thursday grounds group, as we continue to re-
move weeds around the perimeter rock and harvested over 200 lb. of 
dead grass that our mowers Rod Moser and Joe Gartner cut last month. 
Church member Dawn Kurek Lindahl and her daughter Betty Rae have also 
joined our group, removing weeds from the front triangle near the sign 
and starting on the patio. 
The July 13th Golden Valley valve reset issue took New Hope, Crystal, and 
Golden Valley by complete surprise. After we had no water at 6am Sunday 
morning, my wife Karen reminded me to check the church, so I placed no 
water signs on all bathrooms. Unfortunately, the daycare sprinkler system 
water overflow valve leaked quite a bit of water onto their carpet but was 
shut off by Keith Ehrenberg. Later I was able to absorb the water with the 
carpet shampooer and place a fan on it to dry. By Monday afternoon, the 
joint water commission reported that the water was okay but needed a 
five-minute cold-water flush on all sinks, showers, water fountains & 
washing machines which I then performed on the Church and Daycare, as 
well as melted all ice which allowed me to clean the ice machine. 
During the last month I was able to vacuum and carpet shampoo the Nar-
thex, Sanctuary, Family Lounge and Hallway to Fellowship Hall. I was also 
able to spray all weeds along Winnetka, Quebec, the parking  lot and the 
building perimeter several times to keep them from growing back. I also 
sprayed and cleaned out the Daycare Director’s office of carpenter ants 
entering through the window which was all dry rotted and needed to be 
caulked shut to prevent further infestation. 
Tom Wiblishauser 763-656-8850. 

SENIOR FITNESS – FALL PREVENTION  
Many hospital admissions are due to common slips and 
falls within homes or apartments. Here are some tips in-
side your home to prevent these accidents: 
~ Mop up spills right away.  
~ Avoid rugs as rolled up rug edges may be trip hazards. 
~ Use double-sided tape to secure mats.  
~ Use a slip resistant product on slippery tiles to increase your grip. 
~ Apply non-slip paints for concrete and wood. 
~ Bathroom floors can be very slippery. Be careful when transferring from 

shower or tub. 
~ Apply non-slip shower and bath strips. 
~ Rubber suction anti-fungal mats are available for bathtubs or showers. 
~ Use perforated bottom slippers for showers. 
~ Apply strips or treads to step edges to prevent slips and make it easier to 

see. 

Source:” Stepping On” Fall Prevention Class by Juniper, a program of Trel-
lis, offered at no cost at North Memorial Hospital beginning Wednesday, 
October 8 from 9 to 11 am for 7 sessions. Submitted by Tom Wiblishauser. 
Contact 763-656-8850 for more information. 



SCOUTMASTER MINUTE 
June was a month of preparation and sharpening of 
our skills. We started off the month setting up all of our 
tents to see how many were actually usable. Between 
ripped flyes, broken poles, and damaged tents, it looked 
like we were down seven tents.  However with a little mix and match 
(and duct tape) we were able to salvage two usable tents out of the 
pieces.  (That means we got to order five new tents.)  Our boys assem-
bled their own mini first-aid kits for their backpacks, and we spent a 
week working on our compass skills.    
 
We spent Father’s Day hiking most of the city of Minneapolis.  The 
boys (and a few adults) completed a 20 mile loop from Lake Harriet 
into the Mill District, past US Bank Stadium, down to Minnehaha Falls, 
and back to the Lake of the Isles.  The scout were in great spirits and 
they are ready for their hiking adventure. 
 
Lastly, we will be participating in the Crystal Frolics again this year sell-
ing ice cream and treats.   
 
Yours in Scouting, Scoutmaster Daniels 

Don't want a long term 
commitment?  Don't 
want to sit in 
meetings? Then we 
have just the oppor-
tunity for you. Proper-
ty team is looking for volunteers to 
help with lawn mowing.  

Currently Rod 
Moser and Joe 
Gartner work the 
riding lawn mow-

ers and Tom Wiblishauser uses the 
push mower. Typically we aim for 
Thursday mornings to mow the 
lawn. However this is flexible as 
we have had to adjust for weather 
or people's schedules. Evenings 
are an option. We would like to 
have a bigger team to help and 
rotate the work load for people's 
schedules.  It typically takes 2 
hours with 2 people on the riders. 
We will provide training on the 
Husqvarna riding mowers.   

Contact Joe Gartner 
(ja.gartner.78@comcast.net) with 
questions/interest. 

Thanks,  
Holy Nativity Property Team  

REMINDER!!! 
It has been mentioned 
before, but please, 
please, please send 
your e-mail to both Linda and Lisa 
at office@holynativity.net (unless 
it is personal to either of them) 
with prayer requests, calendar 
questions/reservations, general 
questions, etc.  Due to their vary-
ing work days/hours, e-mails can 
sit for up to a week if one of them 
is unavailable.  They share most 
job duties so are able to respond 
to your question/request in a 
timely manner if they are both in-
formed.  Thanks much! 

Our Mission Support for the month of 
August is Global Health Ministries, an 
independent Lutheran nonprofit that be-
gan in 1987. Global Health Ministries 
specializes in capacity-building for Lu-
theran health systems in under-
resourced countries. Global Health Min-

istries (GHM) serves some of the most vulnerable people in the world 
in 14 countries in Africa, Asia, and Central America where Lutheran 
churches manage hospitals, clinics, and local health care programs. 
Through donations and volunteer packing help, GHM provides medical 
equipment and supplies support for community-based health care pro-
grams and administrative and leadership consulting. Each year thou-
sands of volunteers gather in the Fridley Minnesota warehouse to help 
sort and pack medical equipment and supplies to share around the 
world. At the request of international partners, they also offer grants 
and volunteer consultants.    

2024 - BY THE NUMBERS: 

~ ~ 10 - Countries Served 
~ ~ 271 - Health programs, dispensaries, clinics, hospitals and nursing 
                 schools 
~ ~ 272,423 – Pounds of supplies and equipment shipped 
~ ~ 495,671 – People served through community health services 



OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

Centering Prayer Meeting  
The Centering Prayer 
group meets on Zoom 
twice a month on 

Monday evenings from 5:30-
6:30pm.  August dates are 8/4 
and 8/18.  If you have any inter-
est in learning more about Cen-
tering Prayer and/or joining us, 
please contact Kari Johnson at 
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly. 

Flowers! 
Please consider contrib-
uting Sunday altar flow-
ers. Cost is $30 for flow-
ers or plant. These can be 
dedicated in honor or memory of 
loved ones or for special occa-
sions.  Please sign up on the 
board across from the office or 
contact the office and they can 
write you in. And please take 
them home! 

BIBLE STUDY 
Weekly Bible Study 
meets Tuesdays (September-May) 
at 10:00am.   
All are welcome.  

Contact Pastor Jason for more 
information.  

JOIN THE  
QUILTERS!! 

The Quilting group meets Thurs-
days in the Fellowship Hall at 
9:00am.  We would love to have 
you join us!  Just come to chat and 
have coffee and treats if you don’t 
sew….and maybe you can learn! 

PRISM IS SERVING OUR COMMUNITY  
FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE 
1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422 

Phone: 763-529-1350 
 

PEOPLE  
RESPONDING 

IN  
SOCIAL  

MINISTRY 

Thank You Every Meal Supporters! 
A sincere Thank You to those who purchased tickets 
or made a financial donation in support of the 
“Shindig” fundraiser for Every Meal. Your commit-
ment to raising funds for this important program 
helped to make the event a success!  Together with 
our Wildfire churches, over $4400 was raised.  Holy Nativity’s ongoing 
involvement and contributions to Every Meal continue to be very im-
portant to the continuation of this important program designed to help 
elementary age children and their families fight food scarcity. Each Fri-
day, bags of healthy foods designed to provide one weekend meal for a 
family of four are distributed to students and their families who are 
facing food scarcity.  Holy Nativity works with House of Hope, First Lu-
theran, Faith Lilac Way, and St. James Lutheran to financially support 
the cost of food for this program. A very special thank you to our faith-
ful Every Meal Distributors from Holy Nativity:  Bruce and Terri John-
son, Rod and Ann Moser, and Don and Nancy Van Heel.  

It seems unusual, but the PRISM food shelf gets an average of 300 new 
families each month that come because they need food for their fami-
ly.  It is also gratifying that 250 families drop off as their situation has 
changed and no longer need the food shelf resources. The result is an 
ever-increasing need for PRISM to help people. 

Looking ahead, there is a lot of activity at PRISM.  Our Produce Distri-
butions are going well.  In August the free produce distribution are Au-
gust 5th and 19th, from 2-4pm.  Also in August is the Night to Unite, for-
merly known as the National Night Out.  This happens August 5th.  
There is a competition as part of the event between, the cities of Plym-
outh, Golden Valley, New Hope and Robbinsdale to see which city can 
gather the largest food donation.  The collection of the food is done by 
the local police and fire departments.  You can check with them to find 
the nearest place to donate food items. 

The August monthly donation drive is for Kid Snack Packs, Back Packs 
and School Supplies. Also, PRISM is once again accepting your grocery 
bags. 

We still need volunteers, and not just for the food shelf itself.  We also 
need volunteers for the Pop-up events and Produce Distributions.  If 
you have some spare time and like the idea of giving back to the com-
munity, we could use your help.  Our volunteers are of all ages, from 
teenagers to people in their 80‘s.  Most of the work is not physically 
demanding.  We have a need for people in the food shelf, reception 
and the thrift shop. If you can help, please contact the volunteer man-
ager, Liam Boris at 763-432-4230 or lboris@prismmpls.org. 



Continued Next Page  

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council    Tuesday, July 15,  2025 

Called to Order at 7:04pm 
Opening Prayer: Emily 
Council Devotions: Noya 
Secretary’s Report/Reminders: Review June minutes. M/S/Approved unanimously. 
Treasurer’s Report for the period ending June 30, 2025: 
We are behind budget for the year ($13,000).  Offerings are down, and property and education spending has 
been more than what was budgeted.  Kara has filed for the solar credits (about $80,000).  We are still waiting 
on the $35,000 Covid employee retention credit.  Endowment has $232,000. 

OLD BUSINESS/REMINDERS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/UPDATES: 

Congregational Response to Racial Injustice:   
Personnel committee discussed adding recognition of holidays for office staff.  M/S/Approved that a 
floating holiday be added for office staff and pastors in recognition of Indigenous People’s Day, 
Juneteenth, or another personally important celebration.   

Wildfire Events:  
Wednesday church service was held at Holy Nativity on July 9. The next summer Wednesday church ser-
vice will be held in conjunction with VBS on August 13 at Cross of Glory. 
Jane and Connie have transitioned to the Wildfire Visioning Committee.  It would be good to have two 
people who would attend the Event Planning Committee, which meets on the third Thursday of the month 
in the evening.  Please contact Jane or Connie if you are interested! 

Capital Campaign: 
Jim spoke to several members from Valley of Peace about their recent campaign organized by the con-
sulting firm Walsh and Associates.  They had several costly projects, and they recommended working with 
a consulting firm.  Walsh and Associates created a theme, provided materials, trained volunteers, and had 
a schedule to follow.  They chose to follow through on pledges themselves, though Walsh and Associates 
does offer this.  Noya and Pastor Jason are reaching out to a few other firms before deciding if we will use 
a consulting firm and, if so, which one. 

Kitchen Coordinator position: 

     Tyler Toavs was offered and accepted the Kitchen Coordinator position.  He will start after the Mission 

Trip. 



Council Minutes Continued  

NEW BUSINESS: 

Reconciling in Christ process: 

 Process for congregations through Reconciling Works to articulate a welcoming statement,  particularly 

focused on GBLTQIA+ and BIPOC people.  Noya will reach out to Reconciling Works before the next coun-

cil meeting.  Potential team members: Brian Johnson and Janet Kubly.  Please consider if you would be 

interested! 

Clarification of Council Members’ Terms: 

Terms ending in 2026: 2- Noya (first term) and Becky (second term)  

We may want to add 2 members in 2026 to even things out. 

2027: 5 - Keith, Brian, Jim (first term), Jane, Emily (second term) 

2028: 3 - Sonja, Jeff (first term), Lori (second term) 

 

PASTORS’ REPORTS: 

July 2025 - Pastor Jason R. Wahlstrom 

Average attendance for June was 92. 

The Child Care Center continues to operate normally and is doing well financially. 

Join me for Happy Hour on Wednesday, July 30, 4:30-7pm, at Luce Line Brewing in Plymouth. 

Three combined Wildfire worship services are happening in June, July, and August on the second Wednesday 

of the month at 7pm. June 11 – Elim, July 9 –Holy Nativity, August 13 – Cross of Glory. 

I will be on the mission trip to North Carolina July 20-25. 

Our sign is having some updates – new panels with our current logo as well as an indication that we are ELCA. 

Cost is $1180. M/S/Approved. 

We are short on fundraising for the mission trip and Camp Wapo. I propose using $6,000 from our endow-

ment fund to make up the difference, as well as an additional $2,400 to cover chaperone costs (we’ve 

done that regularly in recent years).  M/S/Approved to take up to 5% of the endowment fund ($7100), 

and the remainder will come from general funds. 

ISAIAH has begun a process called Lighthouse in response to the injustice found in the federal government 

and the rise of Christian nationalism.  Connie Toavs went to a training on July 14.  There will be a meeting 

on Thursday, August 21 at 7pm with Connie and myself.  Please email or call if you are interested in this, 

even if the date does not work for you! 

 

July 2025 - Pastor Erica Bryerwell 

Pastor Erica is on vacation! 

 

Closing Prayer: Lori 

M/S/Approved to adjourn at 8:20pm 

THOUGHTS TO REMEMBER 

It takes both rain and sunshine to make a rainbow.     

Kindness is like a boomerang.  It always returns.   

The best way to forget your own problems is to help someone else solve theirs. 





Below is the link for our 9:30am 
Sunday worship services. You can 
access our Sunday worship bulletin 
at www.holynativity.net. 
To view our service on YouTube:  

youtube.com/@holynativitynewhope 
For closed captioning, click on the CC on your 
device’s screen. 

Worship Assistants 
Ushers 

August 3          Gaylen Bunce 
                          Chris Daniels 
                          Isaac Daniels 
                          Kristin Daniels 
      
August 10        Dennis Dalen 
                          Bruce Johnson 
                          Terri Johnson 
                          Jane Rupprecht 

 
August 17        Dennis Dalen 
                          Bruce Johnson 
                          Terri Johnson 
                          Harper Chamberlain 
 
August 24        Nancy Nagle 
                           Jana Roiger 
                           Elizabeth Schmitz 
                           April Umana 
 
August 31         Sarah Monner 
                           Jana Roiger 
                            Sandee Stenzel 
                            April Umana 

August 3         Harper Chamberlain 
 

August 10       Kari Johnson 

August 17       Alan Sommervold 

August 24       Alice Loddigs 

August 31       Don Van Heel 

 

Scripture Readers 

August 3           Jane Rupprecht 
 
August 10         Sharon Brynstad 
 
August 17         Mark and Kristan  
                           Kohls 
 
August 24         Chris Cerra 
 
August 31         Beth Demarest 
 

Greeters 

August 3        David Thomas-Jensen 
                        Tifini Thomas-Jensen 
 
August 10      Jeremy Schmitz 
                         Elizabeth Schmitz 
                                 
August 17        Becky Nichols 
                          Eloise Nichols 
          
August 24        Kathryn Smerkar 
                          Connie Toavs 
 
August 31        David Thomas-Jensen 
                          Tifini Thomas-Jensen 

Social Hour Hosts 

August 3         Lori Cowman 
                         Alice Loddigs 
 
August 10       Joseph Kubly 
                          Deb Peterson 
        
August 17        Kathy Davis 
                          Marilyn Rausch 
 
August 24        Stan Wanner 
                          Leah Weisjahn 
 
August 31        Judy Alexander 
                           Bob Alexander 

Communion Assistants 

August 3   Nora Leverson 
 
August 10   Nora Leverson 
 
August 17   Janet Kubly 
 
August 24   James Vair 
 
August 31          Kristen Chamberlain 
 

Cantors Please Note... 
If you are unable to serve at the 

worship time(s) you’ve been  
scheduled, please find someone 

to  
replace you or switch with you, 
then notify the church office to 

tell us of the change.  If you 
have any questions, please let 

us know.  
Thank you for your help! 

 
Church Office: 
763-545-1647 

https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
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HOLY NATIVITY STAFF 
 

Pastor Jason Wahlstrom (H) 763-767-3051 
 pastorjason@holynativity.net 
Pastor Erica Bryerwell                                    612-293-8028 
                                                 pastorerica@holynativity.net 
Iver Hubert Director of Music Ministry 
 iver@holynativity.net 
Lisa Stockert Organist/Communications Coordinator 
 lisa@holynativity.net 
Linda Lien Congregational Care Coordinator 
 and Funeral Preparation Coordinator 
 linda@holynativity.net 
Wendy Grimes Youth Ministry Associate  
                                                     wendy.grimes@yahoo.com 
Kristen Chamberlain                     Sunday School Director 
                                           kristen.chamberlain@gmail.com 
Kara Holt Financial Coordinator  
 karaholt@msn.com 
Tom Wiblishauser Custodian 
 twiblishauser@comcast.net 
Kari Johnson                           Day-Of-Funeral Coordinator   
                                                   karijohnson1@hotmail.com 
Tyler Toavs Kitchen Coordinator 
Amy Laite Sunday Nursery Coordinator 
 amyjoshdmlr@hotmail.com 
Brittany Anderson Childcare Director 
 (HNCCCC Office) 763-591-0681 
 holynativitycccc@gmail.com  
General Message office@holynativity.net 
                                                                             763-545-1647 

 

Our Mission 
“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity 

Lutheran Church is a welcoming community 
dedicated to helping all know God’s love 
through worship, service and fellowship.” 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


