HOLY NATIVITY
Tid. LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Season lngs Helping All Know God'’s Love

of Lent Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

8:30am-11:45am- Silent Auction
April 2—MAUNDY THURSDAY with Communion and Dinner 6:30pm
April 3—GOOD FRIDAY 6:30pm
April 5—THE RESURRECTION of OUR LORD (EASTER) with Communion 9:30am

As we continue to progress deeper into the season of Lent, people often are looking for something to help
them turn towards God in small ways in their lives, wanting something like a daily Lenten devotional. Here is
a list of some free ELCA resources that you might enjoy for daily devotion:

ELCA World Hunger: 40 Days of Giving Calendar and Study Guide
https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-development/elca-world-hunger/wh-lent

ELCA Homeless and Justice Network: Beauty for Ashes
https://resources.elca.org/elca-homeless-and-justice-network/beauty-for-ashes

Lutherans Restoring Creation: Lenten Fast for Earth Calendar
https://lutheransrestoringcreation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/FINAL-Lenten-Fast-for-Earth-2026-

1.pdf

And if you want to learn more about Lent in general, try this: https://www.history.com/articles/lent-history

This Lent, we will be sharing meals together during soup suppers, talking about “Walking the Palm Sunday
Path” during our mid-week services, and following Jesus along his final week during Holy Week. Join us dur-
ing this season as we hear of Jesus’ public ministry, emboldening us to put our faith into action.

Blessings, Pastor Erica
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Adult Forumis &
held on Sundays at
10:45am in the
Lounge. Topics will
be announced in the Sunday bulletin
and the Holy Post a week or two
prior to the actual date.

Hope to see you there!

-

W Thank you to all the students and youth who participated in
Y our Youth Takeover service on February 8th.

Please remember Youth Education/Sunday School will not meet on
March 29th or April 5th. On March 29th, instead of attending Educa-
tion Hour, join us for Palm Sunday breakfast and silent auction. On
April 5th join us for worship and have a Happy Easter!

N

CONFIRMATION 2%

Classes will pause 4&6@

during Lent so you onfirmation
can attend worship "
with your families.

BUTTERBRAIDS ARE BACK!!
Our youth are selling Butter
Braids to help raise funds for our
upcoming summer trips.

Look for ordering details in the
Holy Post, Sunday bulletins, on
Facebook or talk to Wendy
Grimes. Order before March
11th for delivery on Palm Sun-
day. You’'ll have them in time for
Easter Sunday Breakfast!!

You are invited to help plant our Easter Garden! Please —}
bring in cut flowers, flowering plants, or green plants (it’s

your choice!) to decorate the altar area for Easter. Items N>} q
should be dropped off Saturday, April 4th between > A

9:00am and noon. Be sure you put your name on your 7&
plant so you pick up the correct one.

You may also turn in an Easter Flowers envelope with your money
(515) to the office or in the basket in the Narthex (not the offering
plate please!) and we will order flowers for you. Be sure to let us
know by Monday, March 30th if your flowers are in honor and/or
memory of someone so we can put the list in our Easter bulletin.

Feel free to pick up your flowers after the 9:30am Easter Sunday service
so they can decorate your own home!

We’'re trying something new for
Maundy Thursday!

Plan to join us on Thursday, April
2nd at 6:30pm in the Fellowship
Hall for combined dinner and
worship.

Watch for details.

P wAaundy Thursday 4
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JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL PALM SUNDAY BREAKFAST
AND SILENT AUCTION!!

March 29th is Palm Sunday and we will again be having
our breakfast and silent auction! If you are interested in
donating an item (or items!) to the auction, please con- 2
tact Wendy Grimes or the church office. Donation cut-off
date is Sunday, March 22nd. The auction runs from 8:30-11:45am.
Plan to join us from 10:30--11:30am for a delicious continental break-
fast. Free-will offering.

Please join us after worship for yummy breakfast and then do some
shopping -- all for a great cause!

JOIN US FOR SOUP SUPPER DURING LENT
5:30pm Supper/6:30pm Worship

="M Please join us on Wednesday nights during Lent for soup
a‘*ﬁ‘ % supper and worship! There will be two soup options each
I week—one gluten-free and one vegetarian.

Please continue to donate dessert items!




LIBRARY LOOK

The Cheesemaker’s Daughter by Kristen Vukovic tries to
answer the question, how do you begin again when the
past threatens to drown you?

We would like to thank the Tre-
ble Tones for their generous do-
nation of $1700.00. They dedi-
cated the proceeds from their
packed-house December concert
to Holy Nativity as a thank you
for us letting them use our space
for their weekly rehearsals and
spring and winter concerts.

In the throes of an unraveling marriage, New Yorker
Marina Marzic returns to her native Croatian island where she helps
her father with his struggling cheese factory, Sirana. Forced to confront
her divided Croatian American identity and her past as a refugee from
the former Yugoslavia, Marina moves in with her parents on Pag and
starts a new life working at Sirana. As she gradually settles back into a
place that was once home, her life becomes inextricably intertwined
with their island’s cheese. When her past with the son of a rival
cheesemaker stokes further unrest on their divided island, she must

find a way to save Sirana—and in the process, learn to belong on her Are you interest- Church

own terms. ed in or know of l
someone who

Exploring underlying cultural and ethnic tensions in a complex region might be inter- A

mired in centuries of war and turmoil, The Cheesemaker’s Daughter ested in becoming a member of

takes us through the year before Croatia joins the European Union. our church council?

On the dramatic moonscape island of Pag, we are transported to strik-

ingly barren vistas, medieval towns, and the mesmerizing Adriatic Sea, Our current nominating com-

providing a rare window into a tight-knit community with strong family mittee consists of Becky Nichols,

ties in a corner of the world where divisions are both real and imag- Wendy Grimes, Chris Daniels,

ined. Asking questions central to identity and the meaning of home, and Linda Lien. Please reach out

this richly drawn story reckons with how we survive inherited and per- to any of them with questions or

sonal traumas, and what it means to heal and reinvent oneself in the names!!!

face of life’s challenges.

Christian Contemplative Practice (in a time of turmoil)
March 5, 2026 7:00-9:00pm
House of Hope Lutheran Church
4800 Boone Ave N, New Hope

In a period of civil unrest and insecurity, how open are our "Ears to Hear" or "The Eyes to See" in discern-

ing our Christian response? How can we develop a discipline which does not transmit the hate and fear we
feel but transform it into an action based in love? Christian Contemplative Prayer teaches us how to reorient
from talking to God - to listening for God.

Join our Wildfire Contemplative Evening and learn about the history of Christian Contemplative Practice,
discover time-honored ways to deepen our awareness of God through silence, prayer, reflection, and pres-
ence. Whether you’re new to these traditions or simply longing for a more grounded spiritual rhythm, this
introductory class offers space to slow down, listen, and grow.

Rev. Emily Meyer, Ministry Lab Executive Director, will be our facilitator. There is no cost for this Introducto-
ry session. Open to all Wildfire Congregation members. Please contact Ben Allen with any questions:
Bgallen@carleton.edu 763 242-3311



mailto:Bgallen@carleton.edu

Scoutmaster Minute

January was a busy month for the Scouts of Troop 567 as we came back to the new year well rest-
ed and ready to go. The boys worked on their family life merit badge, learning about budgeting
and different types of family structures. They have to put together and track a chore list for 90
days now. The scouts also earned their fingerprinting merit badge. This is one of a handful of badges that
can be earned in a single session. We had nearly 15 boys earn this badge for January.

In January we also celebrated our newest Eagle Scout (sixth since joining Holy Nativity), Isaac Daniels. Isaac's
hard work and dedication to the troop will now be front and center as he is the only active eagle scout in the
troop.

We wrapped up January with a trip to Top Golf. As we share the fellowship hall with the New Hope Women
of Today, we go off site on the last Monday of each month. Top golf was a good way for the boys to get to-

gether outdoors, while still staying warm and active. We have a big year ahead of us.

Yours in Scouting, Chris Daniels

SENIOR FITNESS — NATIONAL KIDNEY MONTH

Out kidneys regulate water, remove waste, and produce helpful hormones. Located in our @\ @
lower back, these two hardworking organs also filter up to 200 liters of blood a day. Statistics | =« i
show that 1 in 3 Americans are at high risk for kidney disease because of high blood pressure, E’i,_h_jjﬁ
diabetes, or a family history of kidney failure. Many have the disease but are not aware.

KIDNEY HEALTH TIPS:

~~Hydrate with water, coconut, sparkling, lime/lemon flavored water versus high fructose sugar carbonated
drinks. Anything over 7grams of sugar per serving is addictive.

~~Exercise often to keep fluids moving and regulating blood pressure.

~~Reduce processed foods high in sugar, sodium, nitrates, and phosphates and increase fruits, vegetables,
fish, nuts and grains.

~Control your cholesterol, blood sugar and blood pressure (and diabetes if you have it). Limit alcohol, quit
smoking, get enough sleep and reduce stress.

~~Try to reduce over-the-counter pain medicines which can greatly damage kidneys.

Source: National Kidney Foundation, Mayo Clinic Submitted by: Tom Wiblishauser

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER - THAWING & FREEZING
Not only was thawing and freezing ice a challenge for slippery falls during last month, but also |
a challenge for the inside of HNLC. Inside our patio and Fellowship doors, ice would freeze
and melt, as well as condensation water dripping from the ceiling vent at Fellowship en-
trance. Salt helped melt the first challenge and waste baskets caught the condensation water.
Many thanks again to Verne Erickson for double checking the Sanctuary Fire Exit lights and replacing one. He
also worked on another fire inspection daycare electrical magnetic door issue that required further panel re-
pair by Life Safety Systems.

During last month | was able to repair a Fellowship toilet handle and hallway toilet flapper. Salt was continu-
ously vacuumed from all carpets and entrance rugs were washed regularly. | was also able to replace all fur-
nace filters. When cleaning the Annex, | always notice how much our youth use and value their blankets so
was able to launder them to give our youth a fresh start for Lent. If you see anything that needs cleaning or
repair, please let the office or me know. Tom Wiblishauser




OFFICE HOURS:
Monday -Thursday
9:00am - 3:00pm
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm

BIRLE

tady

BIBLE STUDY
Weekly Bible Study
meets Tuesdays (September-May)
at 10:00am.

All are welcome.

Contact Pastor Jason for more
information.

= JOIN THE

~=. 7 QUILTERS!!
The Quilting group meets Thurs-
days in the Fellowship Hall at
9:00am. We would love to have
you join us! Just come to chat and
have coffee and treats if you don’t
sew....and maybe you can learn!

Centering Prayer Meeting

~

F The Centering Prayer
|i i“ group meets on Zoom
twice a month on

Monday evenings from 5:30-
6:30pm. March dates are 3/2
and 3/16. If you have any inter-
est in learning more about Cen-
tering Prayer and/or joining us,
please contact Kari Johnson at
(karijohnsonl@hotmail.com),
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly.

PEOPLE
RESPONDING IN
SOCIAL
MINISTRY

PRISM IS SERVING OUR COMMUNITY
FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE
1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422

Phone: 763-529-1350

\

PRISM

March is Minnesota Food Share Month. This is the month with a big
push from all food shelves to stock their shelves. The focus this month
is to stock pantry staples like flour, sugar, spices, etc.

Last fiscal year, PRISM distributed over 1.2 million pounds of food. In
the first fiscal quarter for PRISM ending January 31, we distributed
500,000 pounds of food. At that rate we will end up distributing 2 mil-
lion pounds this fiscal year. These statistics clearly show the increased
need we are facing. We appreciate all who are able to donate. Please
consider helping us stock the pantry with non-perishable food items
this month.

We still need volunteers, and not just for the food shelf itself. We also
need volunteers for the Pop-up events and Produce Distributions. If
you have some spare time and like the idea of giving back to the com-
munity, we could use your help. Our volunteers are of all ages, from
teenagers to people in their 80‘s. Most of the work is not physically
demanding. We have a need for people in the food shelf, reception
and the thrift shop. If you can help, please contact the volunteer man-
ager, Liam Boris at 763-432-4230 or |boris@prismmpls.org.

Flowers!

Please consider contrib-

uting Sunday altar flow-

ers. Cost is $30 for flow-

ers or plant. These can be
dedicated in honor or memory of
loved ones or for special occa-
sions. Please sign up on the
board across from the office or
contact the office and they can
write you in. And please take
them home!

Our Mission Support organization for March is PRISM.

Many of you met Sarah, one of the PRISM staff at the Thank You party
on February 1. Sarah is one of 23 employees and a large number of
volunteers that make PRISM a strong resource for food and many oth-
er needs in our community. The need for PRISM help has increased
dramatically in the last several weeks and will continue for a long time
as families try to resume normal lives where they can work and shop
without fear. Your support in monetary donations, food, household
supplies and volunteerism helps PRISM serve families and individuals in
need wherever they live. If you shop at PRISM’s Shop for Change thrift
store, the money you spend goes to buy food for the Market Place
food shelf. If you bring food and household supplies to the PRISM cabi-
net here at Holy Nativity, our representative Scott Hennessy takes
those donations to PRISM and volunteers there as well. You can also
donate thrift store items directly to PRISM when you downsize or clean
out those closets and cupboards. Thank you for your continued sup-
port of this community organization.

Fun Fact- PRISM began more than 50 years ago and was once head-
quartered in the basement of Holy Nativity’s education building at
our old location on 36" and Winnetka.



Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council Tuesday, February 17, 2026 (unapproved summary)

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.
Opening Prayer: Pastor Erica

Council Devotions: Jane

Secretary’s Report/Reminders:

Review January minutes. M/S/Approved.

We received thank-you notes from the following organizations: TreeHouse, NEAR, and Lutheran Social Ser-
vice of Minnesota.

Treasurer’s Report for the period ending January 31, 2026

There is a $5,000 deficit for January. This is not surprising - January is always off due to timing. We did re-
ceive the payment for the 2024 Insurance claim that is not reflected in the January financials. It will show up
in February financials. There were some questions that came up at the Congregational meeting about the
Endowment Fund. Jim and Lori will meet in order to write up a response to the raised questions. Moving
forward we will make sure to share more information about the endowment fund. Xcel Energy still is not
able to provide usage rates for the solar. They most recently told Kara that there is often an 18 month delay
in getting information. They do not even have it on record that we have solar panels.

OLD BUSINESS/REMINDERS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/UPDATES:

Congregational Response to Racial Injustice
Reconciling in Christ/Reconciling Works
Racial Justice Liaisons

The RIC Committee met last week - we are now up to 8 members. Thank you to those of you that
filled out the survey - we are very firmly in the St. Moderatus space. Several committee members will
attend an online training on March 13th that goes over the handbook and steps of the process. Those
that can’t attend in March will attend the next one on May 6th. Our next meeting is on March 26th.

It will be a 3 hour meeting and we will work on the first couple steps of the RIC process. Noya sent an
email to Deacon David with RIC to be reminded of the other Wildfire Churches that have gone
through the RIC process.

Wildfire Events
Meetings are on the third Thursday! Tell a pastor if you are interested in attending and sharing info with

Holy Nativity!

Capital Campaign Committee and Missional Assessment

Kairos and Associates will meet with council members, staff, and the capital campaign committee on Sat-
urday, February 21 from 1:00-2:30 p.m.

On Sunday, February 22, Kairos will host a meeting with community leaders and helpers in the Fellowship
Hall after the service.

Insurance claims and coverage
The lightning strike insurance claims from both 2024 and 2025 have both been paid!

Prayground feedback - There was some feedback that if we were to make physical changes in the sanctuary
that we may also consider some accessibility issues. Currently wheel chairs or walkers need to sit in the
aisle. Could we shorten some of the pews to make space? We will pilot test the Prayground this summer
when there are more kids in the worship space because the nursery will be closed.

Lenten Soup Supper Options

Please sign up - help needed!

Continued Next Page



Council Minutes Continued

NEW BUSINESS:
ISAIAH

Since our last meeting Pastors Jason and Erica were arrested. The prayer at the airport has received some
great local and national press. Jason also went to DC with Isaiah to participate in some lobbying activities.
Some parts of the Palm Sunday event may change as they have learned that Indivisible (No Kings) is plan-
ning another event for the day before Palm Sunday. Isaiah did a fair amount of recruiting for the caucus-
es. Precincts are reporting record attendance as a result.

PASTORS’ REPORTS:
February 2026 - Pastor Jason R. Wahlstrom

Average attendance for January was 104. In 2025, January average was 92.

The Child Care Center continues to operate normally and is doing well financially.

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday tomorrow! Our Lenten series will be “Walking the Palm Sunday Path," a
series designed to coincide with the ISAIAH Palm Sunday event. Pastor Erica and | will be preaching,
as a round robin was not possible this year.

Our youth summer trip will be with Other+Wise, an organization that plans cultural immersion trips. We
will be going to Oklahoma and sharing experiences with Cherokee Nation organizations. Dates are
almost set, most likely July 15-23.

Please vote on housing allowance amounts for Pastor Erica and myself. This is simply an IRS requirement
and does not affect our already budgeted salaries.

M/S/Approved to define the housing allowance for Pastor Erica and Pastor Jason

February 2026 - Pastor Erica Bryerwell
Family Camp at Wapo was this last weekend. There were 33 people in attendance.

Closing Prayer: Jeff

M/S/Approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m.

A big WELCOME goes out to our newest HN members who were recog-

nized at worship Sunday, February 15:
W’(/ Maridith, Ryan and Hazel Berkas
SUNDAY :
Brittany Earnest-Johnson
Hosanna! Ben Langland Johnson
Blessed is He Phillip Kayser
who comes in Patricia Kubly
the name of Andrew, Hailey and Vivian
theLord! The Petterson

King of Israel!




Many Thanks to

Many of YOU!
The Fourth Wildfire Pizza/Bingo/
Bake Sale was a definite success
with over $3500 raised to help
support District 281 children ex-
periencing hunger! The event
was well attended by the Wildfire
Churches supporting Every Meal.
The afternoon again featured piz-
za/soda, bingo/prizes, a bake
sale, popcorn, and the bead
game. A sincere Thank You to
those who attended this im-
portant event. Many Thanks to
those who signed up to make and
bring in the delicious baked
goods. The bake sale was truly a
hit with beautifully prepared
items donated by Holy Nativity
members. The bake sale played
an important role in this fundrais-
er. And, Very Special Apprecia-
tion and Thanks goes out to
those who worked at the event
to oversee the baking and serving
of the pizza and soda, keeping
everyone happy and content. /t
couldn’t have happened without
you! Lastly, a sincere Thank You
to those who made financial do-
nations to enhance this fundrais-
ing effort. Many Thanks to all
who made this event a true suc-
cess!
If you were unable to attend, it is

not too late to make your dona-

tion to this important fundraiser
for Every Meal, in support of ele-
mentary age students experienc-

ing food scarcity.
. .
s
witDFIRE
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Thrivent Financial members!

Have you directed all your 2025 Thrivent Choice dollars to
Holy Nativity? Thrivent members can still direct funds
earned last year through March 31, 2026. To see if you
have any 2025 dollars remaining, visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice
online, or call 800-847-4836 and when prompted say "Thrivent Choice."
Holy Nativity appreciates your support!
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Unscramble the letters to reveal the word.

YKOEND

LPMA

NSOAHNA - - ——

VAEW

EDRO -

IGKN

Across

1, Jesus rode this into Jerusalem
5. People waved these in the air
Down

2.People shouted _________
3. People said Jesus was the
_____ of Israel

5 4,"Blessed is he who comes in the
of the Lord."




Don’t forget to set

your clocks ahead

one hour on Satur-

day, March 7th be-
fore you go to bed! Daylight Sav-
ing Time begins!

Please Note...

If you are unable to serve at the
worship time(s) you’ve been
scheduled, please find someone to
replace or switch with you, then
notify the church office to tell us
of the change. If you have any
questions, please let us know.
Thank you for your help!
Church Office:
763-545-1647

We are looking for more volunteers to mow the
grass at the church. Our riders make it a nice way
to get out in the fresh air and make the church
grounds look beautiful! Please contact the office
or the Property Team if you have questions or are
interested.




CALENDAR



Kari Johnson
REALTOR

612-710-3438 Cell
763-537-8500 Office
License # 40490336

kari.johnson@cbburnet.com

4100 Berkshire Lane
Plymouth, MN 55446

[ coLpwELL BANKER REALTY

iPSsS

TaxPrep Solutions, Inc.

Mark E. Kohls, EA, NTPI Fellow

Tax Consultant

7600 Boone Ave. N., Suite 29 (763) 425-8229
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428-1081 Fax (763) 424-7129

www.mntaxprep.com ¢ e-mail: mark @ mntaxprep.com

HEATING AND AIR
CONDITIONING, INC.

13535 89th St NE

Otsego, MN 55330

763.274.9945
jill.lien@knightheatingandairmn.com
www.knightheatingandairmn.com

Ken and Jill Lien
Owners

TRANE

ROYAL WINDOW
CLEANING, INC

763-639-5389
Greg Hoerger/Owner

13860 Sunnyslope Drive
Maple Grove, MN 55311
royalwinclean@aol.com

FREE ESTIMATE
100% Satisfaction
www.royalwindowcleaninginc.com

HELPING HANDS
HOPEWOOD HILLS

\\/y
N 7 ELDERLY INDEPENDENT LIVING

\ , ........................................
\\\' ,ll LAWN CARE
LEAVES/SNOW REMOVAL

TELEPHONE/COMPUTER
PROBLEM SOLVING

TOM & KAREN 763-656-8850

#G GRATZ LAWK,

MEDIATION
Thomas M. Gratz, Attorney

We'll Put the Pieces in Place for
Your Family’s Future — Together

Specializing in:
« Wills and Trusts
thomas.gratz@gratzlegal.com - ElderLaw

« Probale

« Mediation

763-247-5194 (Office)

www.gratzlegal.com

> Anver Pressure Brewing

8806 7th Avenue N
Golden Valley, MN 55427

COMPANY -~ TWIN CITIES M
ESTABLISHED 2014 ___

763-269-2978

info@underpressurebrewing.com
underpressurebrewing.com

Alice L Lodiys

Independent Consultant 010180

612.590.1882

tastefullyalice@gmail.com
instagram.com/tastefullyalice
facebook.com/TastefullySimple AndSimplyAlice

tastefullysimple.com/web/aloddigs

PLEASE SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS!
It’s the best way to thank them for supporting our newsletter!



HOLY NATIVITY STAFF

Pastor Jason Wahlstrom

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church, ELCA
3900 Winnetka Avenue North

New Hope, Minnesota 55427

(763) 545-1647 Fax: 763-545-8339
Email: office@holynativity.net

Web site: www.holynativity.net
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pastorjason@holynativity.net
612-293-8028

Lutheran Church
in America

Pastor Erica Bryerwell
pastorerica@holynativity.net

Iver Hubert Director of Music Ministry

iver@holynativity.net

Lisa Stockert Organist/Communications Coordinator

lisa@holynativity.net

Linda Lien Congregational Care Coordinator

and Funeral Preparation Coordinator

linda@holynativity.net

Wendy Grimes Director of Children, Youth &
Family Ministries

wendy.grimes@yahoo.com

Kara Holt Financial Coordinator

karaholt@msn.com
Custodian
twiblishauser@comcast.net
Day-Of-Funeral Coordinator
karijohnson1@hotmail.com
Kitchen Coordinator
Sunday Nursery Coordinator
amyjoshdmir@hotmail.com
Childcare Director
(HNCCCC Office) 763-591-0681
holynativitycccc@gmail.com
office@holynativity.net
763-545-1647

Tom Wiblishauser
Kari Johnson

Tyler Toavs
Amy Laite

Brittany Anderson

General Message

Our Mission

“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity
Lutheran Church is a welcoming community
dedicated to helping all know God'’s love
through worship, service and fellowship.”
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Thanks= to Benoit Paquette Sae

WE'VE BEEN WANPERING OUT HERE FOR
YEARS NOW .. | THINK IT IS ABOUT
TIME TO STOP ASKING IF WE'RE ALMOST
THERE YET

Fumbers 14) O3-14-2006



