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Our Holy Week Worship

CELEBRATING 67 YEARS!

HOLY NATIVITY

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Helping All Know God’s Love

APRIL 2026

March 29—PASSION /PALM SUNDAY with Communion — 9:30am
10:30-11:30am - Breakfast and Silent Auction
April 2—MAUNDY THURSDAY with Communion and Dinner 6:30pm
April 3—GOOD FRIDAY 6:30pm
April 5—THE RESURRECTION of OUR LORD (EASTER) with Communion 9:30am

The Pastor’s Word

Dear Siblings in Christ,

In my last article for Tidings (in
February), | shared a story from
comedian Pete Holmes. In keep-
ing with a theme, | thought this
month I'd share another story
from a different comedian, Jim
Jefferies. | shared this story in an
Easter Sunday sermon a number
of years ago, but | feel like it’s
worth repeating. Jefferies tells
the story of being home one
night with his four-year-old son.
He feeds his son dinner, then
gives him a bath, puts him in his
pajamas, reads him a story, and
puts him to bed. It’s their normal
routine. But about two hours
later, he hears his son screaming,
so he runs to his room to see
what’s going on. He discovers
that his son is covered in vomit.
He’s throwing up and then it’s
also coming out the other end.
It’s not a good scene. Jefferies
suspects it is food poisoning, and
he gets his son into the bath-
room. His son is just sitting there
and, of course, he’s never had

food poisoning before. Since
he’s only four, his brain doesn’t
understand that this won’t go on
forever. And he looks at his dad
and says, “l guess this is me

”

now.

It is, of course, a funny thought
that well, I'm violently ill right
now, so | guess I’'m going to be
this way for the rest of my life.
But | kind of think that’s how we
think much of the time. We
don’t think like that when it
comes to food poisoning, of
course. But | think we do when it
comes to other things. We do
when it comes to suffering, when
it comes to anxiety or depres-
sion, when it comes to addiction,
when it comes to grief, and when
it comes to bad things happening
in our lives. We just think, “I
guess this is me now.” This is
what my life is. This is why this
story made it into a previous
Easter sermon. It’s a silly re-
minder for us that the promise of
Easter is that none of these
things have the last word, up to
and including death itself. We

need a constant reminder of that
fact, of course, because it is easy
to forget. It is easy to get caught
up in all that we are dealing with
and forget that ultimately, God is
in control.

In the Easter story from Luke’s
gospel, the women followers of
Jesus go to tomb on that Easter
morning and they discover the
stone rolled away from the tomb.
They go in and find the body
gone, yet they remain sad, as
well as perplexed. They don’t
comprehend what has happened
here. They stand there terrified
with their heads bowed, clearly
not sure what to do next. Then
two angels appear and ask, “Why
do you look for the living among
the dead? He is not here but has
risen.” But then they continue
with perhaps their most im-
portant word to the women:
“Remember.” “Remember how
he told you, while he was still in
Galilee...that he would on the
third day rise again.” Remember.
That’s the word they needed to
hear. That’s also the word we
need to hear.

Continued Next Page



Adult Forum is A9
held on Sundays at g2
10:45am in the
Lounge. Topics will
be announced in the Sunday bulletin
and the Holy Post a week or two
prior to the actual date.

Hope to see you there!

Holy Nativity is Church
looking for your g Council
leadership! Do @
you feel called to )

get more involved in the direc-
tion of Holy Nativity? Do you
want to have a direct say in our
present and future? The church
council is looking to fill three po-
sitions this spring and your lead-
ership is just what we need. The
church council meets once a
month to guide the direction of
the church. Church council mem-
bers also work with one of our
ministry committees to help the
church carry out its mission. If
you are interested, please see
Wendy Grimes, Linda Lien or
Chris Daniels to learn more.

Adobe tock| 1808706635

We're trying something new for
Maundy Thursday!

Plan to join us on Thursday, April
2nd at 6:30pm in the Fellowship
Hall for combined dinner and
worship with communion. Din-
ner will be mostaccioli, caesar
salad, and garlic ;
bread from Sweet
Taste of Italy.
There will be meat-
less sauce and gluten-free pasta
as well.

Here’s hoping you'll join us!

Reminder that there is
no Education on Easter
Sunday, April 5.
Education for all will resume

Confirmation re-
sumes Wednesday,
April 8. Keep watch
for further infor-
mation.

i
(%)

Sunday, April 12.
Onfirmation

We will be receiving our new con-
firmands during worship on Sun-
day, May 17th.

PASTORAL ACTS: &

()
Wedding 3/7 '

Melodie Bombeck and
Jimmy Rutledge

: \‘l For anyone who is in
+~__ the building after
m hours (scouts, mon-
| ey counters, musi-
cians, outside groups, ministry
teams, confirmation, youth

events, etc.) we are instituting a
new safety procedure.

Please lock the outside church
door when your entire group is
inside. This will ensure that no
one who is not included in your
group can enter the building.

While this may be a slight incon-
venience, it is a safety precaution
for all.

Thanks so much for your cooper-
ation and understanding.

Along with this, the Lost and
Found Box is now in the Narthex
(under the southside coat rack).
The vestibule now has resource
information available for people
in need.

From the Pastor Continued

For the women at the tomb and
the disciples of Jesus and all the
other followers of Jesus, they had
forgotten. And they very easily
could have turned to each other
and said, “I guess this is us now.”
They could have decided that
they were the former followers
of Jesus of Nazareth, the one
they thought was the messiah.
Because they had forgotten the
promise of new life and they had
forgotten the promise that death
does not win. They had forgotten
the promise that love always
wins and love always has the last
word. And we all too often for-
get that, too. So as we celebrate
this season of Easter, let us be
reminded, and let us remind each
other often, that each of usis a
child of God. Each of us is loved.
And this is really who we are.
This is us now.

In God’s amazing grace,
Pastor Jason




LIBRARY LOOK Wﬁ;h ﬁ"ﬂ“‘mﬂ

H'
Rather than a single book review this month here is ﬂ A ‘mﬂu
a list of the new books purchased for the library. Do ”ﬂ"l'
come and look to see if one piques your interest. é%

The Small and the Mighty: Twelve Unsung Americans Who Changed
the Course or History

How | Found Myself in the Midwest The Miracles Among Us

The Gales of November Replaceable You
Empire of Al The Boys in the Light
The Loneliness of Sonia and Sunny Buckeye
The Land in Winter The Housemaid
Atmosphere The Housemaid’s Secret

The Sweetness of Water The Housemaid is Watching

Enjoy some springtime reading!

SENIOR FITNESS — DENTAL HYGENE
GUM SOFT PICKS — Original, Wider Spaces or Advanced £,
Mint, are designed to facilitate the cleaning of areas
between the teeth where dental plaque can accumu-
late and cause inflammation, gingivitis, and gum dis-
ease. Use before brushing teeth at least once per day.
Our gums need massage too!

The flexible synthetic rubber bristles remove as much
dental plaque as traditional floss and are clinically
proven to reduce bleeding as well as gingivitis by 33% after six
weeks of use.

The tapered curve design of the advanced style enables picks to
reach any area of the mouth, including difficult to reach back
teeth.

The longer handle gives an improved grip and tapered tip makes it
ideal for cleaning both small and wide spaces.

Amazon rating (8,604 global ratings) them 4.8/5 stars.

CREST GUM DETOXIFY DEEP CLEAN TOOTHPASTE — Use for clinically
proven healthier gums.

Neutralizes plaque bacteria, even around the gum line to fight
gingivitis.

Activated foam seeks out plaque bacteria in hard-to-reach places.

For healthier gums also use floss, mouthwash, electric toothbrush,

& water pic.
Amazon rating (35,031 global ratings) them 4.8/5 stars.
Submitted by Tom Wiblishauser (Verified family users with improved
gum results)

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER -
SPRING THAW or BLIZARD

Christmas trees
and recycle, we were hit with an-
other huge winter blizzard. How
fortunate we are in Minnesota to
give us four seasons of snow,
spring gardening, bush & tree
trimming, summer painting &
lawn watering and fall leaf raking
to keep us active. If you enjoy an
active lifestyle full of challenges
from nature whether ants, birds,
mice, squirrels, or turkeys, you
are invited to join our Property
team.

Spring planting is about to begin!
During the month | was able to
spread salt if Padagis missed and
vacuum it up when transferred to
the inside, and keep our Colum-
barium, garage driveway, Win-
netka and Quebec sidewalks
shoveled. | also vacuumed our
entire inside, mopped Fellow-
ship, Annex, bathroom & kitchen
floors, vacuumed refrigerator &
ice machine air filters, cleaned
ice machine, and worked with
Keith and Verne replacing lights.
If you see anything that needs
cleaning or repair, please let the
office or me know.

Tom Wiblishauser




Scoutmaster Minute

February was packed with celebrations, new faces, and plenty of Scout spirit! We kicked off the
month with our troop-wide Court of Honor, where many Scouts advanced to their next rank and
dozens of merit badges were awarded for the hard work put in at the end of last year. It was great
to celebrate so many accomplishments together.

We also welcomed five new Scouts to the troop—four crossing over from Pack 577 at Zachary Lane and one
from Pack 751 at St. Joseph’s. The new Scouts and their families have already brought a lot of energy and ex-
citement to the troop. Some of you may have also spotted a few Scouts participating in Youth Participation
Sunday.

Of course, February wouldn’t be complete without our annual lock-in. The Scouts took over the church for a
night of games, laughs, and getting to know each other better—especially the new Scouts joining the troop.
While no one quite made it to sunrise this year, a few dedicated night owls managed to stay up until 4:00am!

We wrapped up the month with another proud milestone as Isaac White of Armstrong High School was
awarded the rank of Eagle Scout. Family, friends, and members of the troop gathered to celebrate this in-

credible achievement and recognize the hard work and dedication it represents. Congratulations, Isaac!

Yours in scouting, Chris Daniels

Monthly Mission Support for April: NOT FOR SALE

NOT FOR SALE is an organization that works with local community leaders to provide funds for education,
transportation and movement toward economic self-sufficiency. They are continuing to grow initiatives in-
cluding strengthening education, medical care, transportation for school and other income earning opportu-
nities for families. The Not for Sale team was able to travel to Honduras in both August of 2025 and February
of 2026 to bring supplies and support firsthand. Some of you met Mikaela from this organization at the Thank
You party on February 1%.

Most recently the team carried donated pajamas and dresses. They were able to partner with community
leaders to let families know that they are seen loved and important. They celebrated women (with dress do-
nations), held a pajama party for the kids, planted trees, experienced a community pre-natal class and deliv-
ered supplies.

Lisa of NOT FOR SALE explained that one of the highlights of the August trip was to explain to the children the
meaning of their shirts and the words Not for Sale. The team was able to explain that God redeemed them
and paid the price with his son Jesus. This meant that they were worth more than all the money in the world.
They were able to tell them they are important, they matter and have purpose. Your support has made all
the above things (and more!) happen. Sometimes we can feel so overwhelmed with the needs in this world.
Please let this update be a reminder to you that no action is too small; change can happen. Thank you for
your support of this mission.

PE——
———

- e J—

GEERE—EET =2 A T B R e S AL O

Adobe Stock 108565449



OFFICE HOURS:
Monday -Thursday
9:00am - 3:00pm
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm

BIBLESTUDY BIRLE
Weekly Bible Study e .o::05
meets Tuesdays (September-May)
at 10:00am.

All are welcome.

Contact Pastor Jason for more
information.

_—=*JOIN THE

~=. 7 QUILTERS!!
The Quilting group meets Thurs-
days in the Fellowship Hall at
9:00am. We would love to have
you join us! Just come to chat and
have coffee and treats if you don’t
sew....and maybe you can learn!

Centering Prayer Meeting

¥ 4& o The Centering Prayer
i i}! group meets on Zoom
twice a month on

Monday evenings from 5:30-
6:30pm. April dates are 4/6 and
4/20. If you have any interest in
learning more about Centering
Prayer and/or joining us, please
contact Kari Johnson at
(karijohnsonl@hotmail.com),

PEOPLE
RESPONDING IN
SOCIAL
MINISTRY

PRISM IS SERVING OUR COMMUNITY
FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE
1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422

Phone: 763-529-1350

PRISM

As you read this, the Minnesota Food Share Month is coming to a close.
March is the month with a big push from all food shelves to stock their
shelves. The focus for March was for stock pantry staples like flour, sugar,
spices, etc. As of today, the results are not available as to how successful
PRISM was achieving their $300,000 or 300,000 pounds of food goal.

The food shelf continues to be distributing record amounts of food and num-
bers of families served. We appreciate all who were able to donate. The focus
for donations in April is for cleaning supplies and laundry detergent. In addi-
tion, The Shop For Change is in need of used clothing for the thrift shop.

Looking ahead to May, PRISM will host its annual “Taste of the Burbs” fund
raising banquet. Tickets are on sale now and if purchased by April 10th, there
is an early- bird discount. This year only one location will used, the Metropoli-
tan Club. This is a fun event and helps PRISM with funding for the coming
year. Check online at the PRISM website for more details.

We still need volunteers, and not just for the food shelf itself. We also need
volunteers for the Pop-up events and Produce Distributions. If you have some
spare time and like the idea of giving back to the community, we could use
your help. Our volunteers are of all ages, from teenagers to people in their
80‘s. Most of the work is not physically demanding. We have a need for peo-
ple in the food shelf, reception and the thrift shop. If you can help, please con-
tact the volunteer manager, Liam Boris at 763-432-4230 or
Iboris@prismmpls.org.

Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly.
Flowers!

Please consider contrib-

uting Sunday altar flow- :
ers. Cost is $30 for flow- ;
ers or plant. These can be
dedicated in honor or memory of
loved ones or for special occa-
sions. Please sign up on the
board across from the office or
contact the office and they can
write you in. And please take
them home!

Two Letters from Birmingham —
A Wildfire Readers Theatre Event

Did you know that one of the most powerful writings of the civil rights move-
ment came from a jail cell? In 1963, Martin Luther King Jr. wrote Letter from

Birmingham Jail in response to local clergy who believed the movement was
“untimely.” His words still challenge and inspire us today.

Come experience this incredible piece of history brought to life through a one
-hour Readers Theatre performance of “Two Letters from Birmingham Jail.”
We are seeking participants for this Readers Theatre production.

Readers Theatre is a simple, script in hand performance style. No memoriza-
tion is required, and only a few rehearsals are needed. The cast size is flexible,
and volunteers are also needed for lights, sound, and backstage support.

Performance dates:

e Friday, April 24th 7:00pm
e Saturday, April 25th 7:00pm
e Sunday, April 26th  2:00pm

&

If you’re interested in performing onstage, helping backstage or have ques-
tions, contact Mark Jensen (msjensen@aol.com) or Ben Allen
(bgallen@carleton.edu).



mailto:msjensen@aol.com
mailto:bgallen@carleton.edu

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council Tuesday, March 21, 2026 (unapproved summary)

Called to Order at 7:04pm

Opening Prayer: Jane

Council Devotions: Jeff

Secretary’s Report/Reminders:

Review February minutes. M/S/Approved.

We received thank-you notes from the following organizations: GMCC (Greater Minneapolis Council of
Churches).

Date : 03/06/2026 HOLY NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH Page : 1
Time : 7:22:15 PM Monthly & YTD Income & Expense Compared to Budget
HOLY NATIVITY CHURCH OPERATIONS
January to February 2026

Accounts MTD Actual MTD Budget MTD YTD Actual YTD Budget YTD
(This Year) (This Year) Budget/Actual (This Year) (This Year) Budget/Actual
(This Year) (This Year)
INCOME
WORSHIP OFFERING $21,720.64 $29.666.00 ($7,945.36) $45.111.64 $50,332.00 ($14,220.386)
FACILITY INCOME $8,975.00 $9,058.33 ($83.33) $17,950.00 $18,116.66 ($166.686)
OTHER MISCELLANEOUS INCOME $306.10 $500.00 ($193.90) $264.01 $600.00  ($335.99)
Total INCOME $31,001.74 $3022433 (38,222 59) $63,32565 $78,048 66 ($14,723.01)
EXPENSES
ADMINISTRATION $1,525.06 $1,225.00 ($300.06) $3,382.34 $2,625.00 ($757.34)
BENEVOLENCE/OUTREACH MINISTRY $2.259.35 $2,22083 ($38.52) $4.366 .66 $4,441 66 $75.00
EDUCATION $151.50 $302 66 $151.16 $380.60 $605.32 $224.72
FINANCE $1,706.98 $1,707.34 $0.36 $10,281.85 $10,31968 $37.83
HOSPITALITY / PARISH LIFE ($104.59) $275.00 $379.59 ($367.73) $550.00 $917.73
PERSONNEL $20,468 57 $20,755.47 $286.90 $58,675.63 $50,260.88 $585.25
PROPERTY $5,643.19 $3,753.34 ($1,889.85) $8,137.67 $7.216.68 ($920.99)
STEWARDSHIP $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
WORSHIP, MUSIC & ARTS $326.14 $533.33 $207.19 $904.77 $1.06666  $161.89
Total EXPENSES $40,676.20 $36.772.97 ($1.203.23) __ $85,761.79 $86,085 88 $324.00
Net Total ($9.974.46) ($548.64) ($9,425.82) ($22.436.14) ($8,037.22) ($14,398 92)

We have a deficit of $9000 for the month. YTD there is a deficit of $14,400, with a planned deficit of $8000 -
we tend to start the year slowly with our budget. Contribution statements will be sent out at the end of
March, and people generally catch up with giving then. The deficit is something to keep an eye on, but not
something to be deeply concerned about yet. Spending is in line with the budget.

OLD BUSINESS/REMINDERS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/UPDATES:

Congregational Response to Racial Injustice:

Reconciling in Christ/Reconciling Works
Training was held on March 14, and five Holy Nativity members attended to learn about the process.
The committee’s next meeting is Thursday, March 26. They will plan out the process.

Racial Justice Liaisons
Nothing new to report.

Wildfire Events :

Meetings are on the third Thursday! Tell a pastor if you are interested in attending and sharing info with Ho-
ly Nativity!

Vacation Bible School planning has begun. August 10-13 at Faith Lilac Way in the evenings. Speak with Con-
nie Toavs or Wendy Grimes for more info.

Wildfire Summer Second Wednesday Worships will also happen again.

A Contemplative Prayer service was well attended and will likely continue.

Reader’s Theater is happening soon. It will be Martin Luther King Jr.’s Letter from Birmingham Jail.

Capital Campaign Committee and Missional Assessment Update:

We have signed with Kairos to complete the next phase to think about our current and future purposes.
Meetings to be determined soon.

Continued Next Page



Council Minutes Continued

Sanctuary Worship Space Updates:
Prayground trial will start in June. Jim met with the company who
did our last pew modifications for walkers and wheelchairs. Prop-
erty committee will give feedback before final decisions are made
on new ones. It will likely take a few days but will be able to be
done on site.

Council Nomination Committee:
Chris Daniels and Wendy are still looking for potential nominees.
Lori has gotten verbal “maybes” from a few people. If you think
you might be interested, please speak with a pastor or council
member!

ISAIAH:

The Palm Sunday March is quickly approaching! Don’t forget to sign up

for the bus.

NEW BUSINESS:

Date for May Congregational Meeting:
Executive committee suggests Sunday, May 31
M/S/Approved to set the meeting for May 31 at 11am

PASTORS’ REPORTS:

Pastor Jason R. Wahistrom

Average attendance for February was 95. In 2025, February average
was 103.
YTD 2026: 99
YTD 2025: 97

The Child Care Center continues to operate normally and is doing well
financially.

On Sunday, April 12, we will welcome a preacher from Lutheran Cam-
pus Ministry — U of M. Students will also lead the Sunday forum
that day.

PRISM has asked us to sponsor their annual “Taste of the Burbs” fund-

raiser on May 7 at the Gold level ($2,500). We would receive four

tickets with that sponsorship. We are also this year’s winner of the

“Light of PRISM” award, so we will receive more tickets (four?) for
that.
M/S/Approved that we sponsor at the gold level for $2500, and

adding two tickets for a full table of 10 at a total $2750 from Estate

Gifts/Benevolence.
Attendees could choose to reimburse the church if they attend as

part of the Holy Nativity’s table. Let a pastor know if you would like

to join for the celebration.
| will be on vacation March 20-28.

Pastor Erica Bryerwell
Erica would like to request an adjustment to her housing allowance.

M/S/Approved.

Closing Prayer: Emily

LET’S TAKE A LOOK

AHEAD....
~ Sunday, March 26
Palm Sunday Auction and
Breakfast
~ Thursday, April 2
Maundy Thursday Dinner
and Worship
~ Friday, April 3
Good Friday Worship
~ Sunday, April 5
Easter Worship
~ Sunday, April 12
Lutheran Campus Ministry
Sunday
~ Saturday, May 9
Spring Clean Up Day
~ Sunday, May 10
Mother’s Day
Last Education until Fall
~ Wednesday, May 13
Last Choir until Fall
~ Thursday, May 14
Grounds Group Begins
~ Friday, May 15
Treble Tones Concert
~ Saturday, May 16
Treble Tones Concert
~ Sunday, May 17
Confirmation Sunday
~ Tuesday, May 19
Last Bible Study until Fall
~ Monday, May 25
Memorial Day
Office Closed
~ Sunday, May 31
Congregational Meeting
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WORD SEARCH

DIRECTIONS: Find and circle the vocabulary words in the grid.
Look for them in all directions including backwards and diagonally.
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APOSTLES JESUS CHRIST PRAYER
BETRAYAL JUDAS REDEMPTION
CAVE LAMB REJOICE
CHURCH LAST SUPPER RESURRECTION
CROSS LENT RISEN
CROWN MARY SAVIOR
CRUCIFIXION MIRACLE SON
DISCIPLES PASSOVER THORNS
FAITH PENANCE TOMB
GOOD FRIDAY PENTECOST
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Please Note...

If you are unable to serve at the
worship time(s) you’ve been
scheduled, please find someone to
replace or switch with you, then
notify the church office to tell us
of the change. If you have any
questions, please let us know.
Thank you for your help!
Church Office:
763-545-1647
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Kari Johnson
REALTOR

612-710-3438 Cell
763-537-8500 Office
License # 40490336

kari.johnson@cbburnet.com

4100 Berkshire Lane
Plymouth, MN 55446

[ coLpwELL BANKER REALTY

iPSsS

TaxPrep Solutions, Inc.

Mark E. Kohls, EA, NTPI Fellow

Tax Consultant

7600 Boone Ave. N., Suite 29 (763) 425-8229
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428-1081 Fax (763) 424-7129

www.mntaxprep.com ¢ e-mail: mark @ mntaxprep.com

HEATING AND AIR
CONDITIONING, INC.

13535 89th St NE

Otsego, MN 55330

763.274.9945
jill.lien@knightheatingandairmn.com
www.knightheatingandairmn.com

Ken and Jill Lien
Owners

TRANE

ROYAL WINDOW
CLEANING, INC

763-639-5389
Greg Hoerger/Owner

13860 Sunnyslope Drive
Maple Grove, MN 55311
royalwinclean@aol.com

FREE ESTIMATE
100% Satisfaction
www.royalwindowcleaninginc.com

HELPING HANDS
HOPEWOOD HILLS

\\/y
N 7 ELDERLY INDEPENDENT LIVING

\ , ........................................
\\\' ,ll LAWN CARE
LEAVES/SNOW REMOVAL

TELEPHONE/COMPUTER
PROBLEM SOLVING

TOM & KAREN 763-656-8850

#G GRATZ LAWK,

MEDIATION
Thomas M. Gratz, Attorney

We'll Put the Pieces in Place for
Your Family’s Future — Together

Specializing in:
« Wills and Trusts
thomas.gratz@gratzlegal.com - ElderLaw

« Probale

« Mediation

763-247-5194 (Office)

www.gratzlegal.com

> Anver Pressure Brewing

8806 7th Avenue N
Golden Valley, MN 55427

COMPANY -~ TWIN CITIES M
ESTABLISHED 2014 ___

763-269-2978

info@underpressurebrewing.com
underpressurebrewing.com

Alice L Lodiys

Independent Consultant 010180

612.590.1882

tastefullyalice@gmail.com
instagram.com/tastefullyalice
facebook.com/TastefullySimple AndSimplyAlice

tastefullysimple.com/web/aloddigs

PLEASE SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS!
It’s the best way to thank them for supporting our newsletter!
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