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The Season  

 of Pentecost Evangelical Lutheran  

Church in America 

The Pastor’s 

Beloved Siblings in Christ, 
 
We’ve reached the long season of Green in the liturgical (church) year. It’s officially the season after Pente-
cost, but oftentimes it’s just referred to as “Ordinary Time.” Yet, during this time, we get to hear about all the 
extraordinary works of Jesus. This is the season when we hear of Jesus’ ministry, especially his miracles and 
teachings to his disciples. 
 
What I love about “Ordinary Time” is that it reminds us that God often does extraordinary things through or-
dinary moments. Most of Jesus’ ministry happened not on mountaintops or in grand palaces, but along dusty 
roads, around dinner tables, and in everyday conversations. God’s grace shows up in the ordinary rhythms of 
life. 
 
Summer in the church is a great example of this. At first glance, Sunday services, summer camp, our youth 
trip, Wednesday night Wildfire Worship, and Vacation Bible School may seem like just another set of activi-
ties on the calendar. Yet God uses these ordinary gatherings to do extraordinary work. Friendships are 
formed, faith is deepened, prayers are shared, and young people discover new ways that God is calling them 
to serve and love their neighbors. 
 
Whether it’s singing around a campfire, serving alongside others on a mission trip, gathering for midweek 
worship, or learning about the Bible during VBS, these moments become holy spaces where God meets us. 
What may look ordinary from the outside often becomes life-changing through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 
As we journey through this season together, may we keep our eyes open for the ways God is at work in the 
ordinary moments of our days. With the help of God, even the most ordinary moments can become some-
thing truly special. 
 
God’s Peace, 
Pastor Erica 

We still have the hard plastic  

“I Am Holy Nativity” yard signs 

and metal stakes available.  
Please let the office know if you 
are interested in any.      

 

As you may have noticed, we are trying something new with the 
monthly Tidings.  Do you like the shorter version?  Miss articles we re-
moved?  Things to add or bring back?   

Please let the office know your thoughts.  After all, this is YOUR church 
newsletter!!  

https://mail.onelink.me/107872968?pid=nativeplacement&c=US_Acquisition_YMktg_315_SearchOrgConquer_EmailSignature&af_sub1=Acquisition&af_sub2=US_YMktg&af_sub3=&af_sub4=100002039&af_sub5=C01_Email_Static_&af_ios_store_cpp=0c38e4b0-a27e-40f9-a211-f4e2de32ab91&af
https://mail.onelink.me/107872968?pid=nativeplacement&c=US_Acquisition_YMktg_315_SearchOrgConquer_EmailSignature&af_sub1=Acquisition&af_sub2=US_YMktg&af_sub3=&af_sub4=100002039&af_sub5=C01_Email_Static_&af_ios_store_cpp=0c38e4b0-a27e-40f9-a211-f4e2de32ab91&af


Save the dates for Vacation Bible School this summer!  

We are partnering with several other Wildfire churches to 
offer Vacation Bible School this summer.  Here are details: 
 
All Wildfire congregations are invited to this year’s shared Va-
cation Bible School, hosted at Faith Lilac Way. We’ll be using RENEW: The 
Green VBS, a Sparkhouse curriculum centered on the Parable of the Sower 
and caring for God’s creation. 
Ages:  3 years to 6th grade 
Dates:  Monday—Thursday, August 10-13 
Times: Family meal at 5:15pm; rotations 6:00–7:10pm; closing 7:10– 
             7:30pm 
Wednesday, August 12: Adjusted schedule with Worship & Dessert at  
             7:00pm 
A family meal is provided each evening for children and volunteers. 
New this year: A parent/adult Bible Study/Gathering option, 
possibly at Wicked Wort. We are still seeking adult volunteers 
to help make VBS possible!  Here is a link and QR code for reg-
istration:   https://bit.ly/4tLishC  

Our heartfelt thoughts and 
prayers go out to: 

 
~ ~ The family of Tom Howe upon 
his death 
 
  “Blessed are those who mourn for 

they will be comforted”   
~ Matthew 5:4 

Join the Wildfire Churches for worship at 7:00pm with fellowship to follow 
on the second Wednesdays of the month this summer. 

 
July 9—Valley of Peace, Golden Valley 

August 12—Faith-Lilac Way, Robbinsdale 

Happy Hour with  
Pastor Jason 

Join Pastor Jason at Luce Line 
Brewing (12901 16th Ave N, 
Plymouth) for Happy Hour on 
Wednesday, July 29th from 
4:30pm-7:00pm.   

 

 

 

Come anytime for some good con-
versation and a tasty beverage!  All 
ages are welcome!   

A big thank you to all that helped 
at, and donated items to, the 
HNLC garage sale!  Thanks to you 
we raised over $3,000  to help 
send our youth to Oklahoma to 
help with various service projects. 
 
Also thanks to some of the office 
staff, Betty and Leann Stelck, along 
with Blake and Logan Holt for the 
clean-out of the Quilters Closet!.  
It was a huge undertaking but it is 
now organized! 

If you received July-December 
offering envelopes and don’t need 
them because you give on-line, we 
are sorry.  Please contact the office 
so we can make sure to remove 
you from that list. 

Thank You Every Meal Supporters!    

A sincere Thank You to those who purchased tickets or 
made a financial donation in support of the “Shindig” 
fundraiser for Every Meal. Raising funds for this program 
is critical to its success and Holy Nativity’s commitment to help support 
children and families experiencing food scarcity. Together with our Wild-
fire churches, over $3700 was raised. Holy Nativity’s ongoing involvement 
and contributions to Every Meal are an important expression of our com-
munity outreach. Each Friday, meal bags of healthy foods are distributed 
to students and their families who are facing food scarcity.   

A very special thank you goes out to our faithful Every Meal Distributors 
from Holy Nativity:  Bruce and Terri Johnson, Rod and Ann Moser, and Don 
and Nancy Van Heel.  

https://bit.ly/4tLishC




Scoutmaster Minute 
May was an adventurous and rewarding month for the local scouts of Troop 567.   We started off 
May with one of our thrice-yearly Court of Honor ceremonies.  Nearly every member of the troop 
earned at least one merit badge in the last four months, and several of them earned many more 
than one.   Nearly all of our 5th graders have achieved the rank of scout, and nearly all of our sixth 
graders have already achieved their second class rank. Very impressive for these young men. 
 
This year's spring camporee was at Almelund Threshing Grounds in Taylors Falls.  They were kind enough to 
open up their grounds to troops from all over the midwest, as there were scouts from as far as North Dakota 
and Iowa at this campout, all-in-all there were over 250 scouts.   The weather was perfect too, sunny and 
dry.  This particular campout had a wide offering of merit badges (22 in all) our boys took advantage of and 
earned metalworking and forging, citizenship in the nation, and farm mechanics.  It was a well put-together 
campout for younger scouts and older scouts.   One of our older scouts brought some fitness / resistance 
bands, and a few of our high-schoolers set up a makeshift gym for an afternoon workout (a scout keeps him-
self physically strong).  
 
We wrapped up on that fitness theme with some fitness testing. You may have seen our boys running the 
mile outside of church (from church, up Winnetka to 42nd, down Quebec and back to church is one mile) or 
doing chin-ups in the parking lot.   Our younger scouts need a baseline of these exercises (along with pushups 
and situps) and then a plan for improvement over 30 days.  Our older scouts working on their personal fit-
ness merit badge, need a plan for improvement over 12 weeks.  The theme for this summer certainly is fit-
ness. 
 
That's all for May from the scouts of Troop 567. 

July Mission Support Organization  
Every day we hear about the lack of affordable housing right here in the Twin Cities.   
For the past 41 years, Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity has been working to bring peo-
ple together to create, preserve, and promote affordable homeownership and advance 
racial equity in housing. Since 1985, Twin Cities Habitat has partnered with 2,100 fami-
lies to unlock the power of homeownership. Thousands more have stabilized and im-
proved their housing, finances, and quality of life through Habitat’s programs.  How 
does Habitat do it? Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity engages a broad network of sup-
porters and community member volunteers to carry out their mission in the seven-country metro area of 
Minneapolis and St. Paul. Twin Cities Habitat is the largest affordable homeownership builder in the seven-
county metro area. 
 
For several years, Holy Nativity set aside a week in July where many congregation members volunteered with 
the actual building of a home in our community.  As the organization has grown since that time, there are 
many more ways to be involved even if you aren’t swinging a hammer or raising a wall.  Watch your bulletins 
and the Holy Post each week in July to learn more about today’s Habitat for Humanity. 
 

Save this Date – Saturday, July 25 at 11:00am.  

 
Join the Outreach Team in a shopping trip to the Habitat ReStore at 9300 Winnetka Ave No in Brooklyn Park 
followed by lunch at a local restaurant.  A ReStore is a cross between a hardware store and a thrift store.  It is 
a place where you can donate items useful for remodeling or furnishing a home. You can purchase items you 
need with the profits going toward affordable home building. This is a great chance to visit a unique store, 
maybe find exactly what you are looking for and enjoy a lunch with other Holy Nativity shoppers.  



OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

Centering Prayer Meeting  
The Centering Prayer group 

meets on Zoom twice 
a month on Monday 
evenings from 5:30-

6:30pm.  July dates are 7/6 and 
7/20. If you have any interest in 
learning more about Centering 
Prayer and/or joining us, please 
contact Kari Johnson at 
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly. 

Flowers! 
Please consider contrib-
uting Sunday altar flow-
ers. Cost is $30 for flow-
ers or plant. These can be 
dedicated in honor or memory of 
loved ones or for special occa-
sions.  Please sign up on the 
board across from the office or 
contact the office and they can 
write you in. And please take 
them home! 

BIBLE STUDY 
Weekly Bible Study 
meets Tuesdays (September-May) 
at 10:00am.   
All are welcome.  

Contact Pastor Jason for more 
information.  

JOIN THE  
QUILTERS!! 

The Quilting group meets Thurs-
days in the Fellowship Hall at 
9:00am.  We would love to have 
you join us!   

PRISM IS SERVING OUR COMMUNITY  
FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE 
1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422 

Phone: 763-529-1350 

PEOPLE  
RESPONDING IN  

SOCIAL  
MINISTRY 

     Demand for food continues to be high, so thank you to for your con-
tinuing food donations into the Holy Nativity bin and your checks made 
out to PRISM.   In July we have 2 produce distribution, July 7th, and July 
21st.  The distribution is done inside, avoiding weather issues. The dis-
tribution of produce is free and occurs from 2:00-4:00pm.                  
     The donation focus for July is backpacks and school supplies. This 
feels early to me, but we need those items into us by August 5th.  The 
distribution of those items donated will be on August 10th. 
     Something new is happening on July 18th.  The Shop for Change will 
host a Vintage Market.  Along with items sold by the PRISM store, the 
parking lot will have local vendors offering vintage clothing and more. 
     We still need volunteers, and not just for the food shelf itself.  We 
also need volunteers for the Pop-up events and Produce Distributions.  
If you have some spare time and like the idea of giving back to the 
community, we could use your help.  Our volunteers are of all ages, 
from teenagers to people in their 80‘s.  Most of the work is not physi-
cally demanding.  We have a need for people in the food shelf, recep-
tion and the thrift shop. If you can help, please contact the volunteer 
manager, Liam Boris at 763-432-4230 or lboris@prismmpls.org.  We 
also have opportunities for organizations to bring in a group of volun-
teers, like Boy Scouts, etc., for a single event. 

PROPERTY CORNER- BLUEBIRDS HAVE ARRIVED 
Bluebirds have finally arrived at out birdhouse between Win-
netka and the Daycare to provide the Daycare children an 
exciting fieldtrip. We will keep you informed as their family 
grows through the summer. We continue to thank our mow-

ing team of Rod Moser, Brian Johnson, and Tom Wiblishauser and gar-
deners Rawley and Pat Manning. 
 
We are working with Lisa Stockert on establishing in our website or a 
Holy Post link to our solar kwh (kilo watt hour) production daily and last 
seven days. We are also trying to obtain a monthly comparison of actu-
al electric usage versus solar production from Xcel which Kara Holt is 
attempting to establish. 
 
We have spread weed-and-feed over entire property with our mower- 
attached spreader to remove dandelions, sprayed/removed creeping 
charley & sidewalk/rock garden weeds. We are seeking current bids on 
our 13 windows that need to be replaced, resurfaced the front en-
trance at the parking lot and front door, and reseeded the front en-
trance. We currently have over 6 varieties of flowers in the front trian-
gle….check them out! All are welcome to join us on your schedule. 
Property Team: Keith Ehrenberg, Joe Gartner, LuVerne Erickson & Tom 
Wiblishauser 
Submitted by Tom Wiblishauser 

mailto:lboris@prismmpls.org


Continued Next Page  

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council    Tuesday, June 16, 2026 (unapproved summary) 

Call to Order 
Opening Prayer: Noya 
Council Devotions: Jim 
Welcome New Councilmember, Ted Davis 
Secretary’s Report/Reminders: M/S/Approved May minutes. 
Treasurer’s Report for the period ending May 31, 2026 
We are still falling about $2K a month short in member offering.  Kara and Lori both think this is now an es-
tablished trend, due to some people being behind in their planned giving and the absence of some of our 
past regular givers.  We were also a bit optimistic in our budget projections.  Lori and Jim will work together 
on some further messaging.   

OLD BUSINESS/REMINDERS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/UPDATES: 
Congregational Response to Racial Injustice:  
Reconciling in Christ/Reconciling Works—Kickoff of RIC occurred on May 31.  Next committee meeting on  
     July 31, which will focus on planning on adult forums in the fall.  Jane will give a presentation to Sarah  
     Circle in September. 
Racial Justice Liaisons—More communication on synod events is coming soon.   
Wildfire Events:  
     Meetings are on the third Thursday!  Tell a pastor if you are interested in attending and sharing info with 
          Holy Nativity!  
     Every Meal Shindig was held on June 11 and was well attended.  
     Summer worship will be on second Wednesdays at 7pm.  June 10 happened at St. James.  July 8 will be at  
          Valley of Peace, and August 12 will be at Faith Lilac Way.  
     Golden Valley Pride - no Wildfire booth this year.   Valley of Peace (located in Golden Valley) and St. James  
          both had their own booths.   
     Vacation Bible School will be held August 10-13.  
Kairos Engagement: 
     Missional Narrative activities update—The third meeting with Jeff occurred, with good progress toward  
          the narrative.  We hope the narrative will help us focus our efforts as a church. Next steps are to share  
          it with council, and to have the committee members share the narrative with the congregation.  
     Planning for Capital Campaign—June/July: finalize areas of focus for capital campaign. August/September:  
          tie to missional narrative, build momentum. 



Council Minutes Continued  

ISAIAH:  
     Currently: Path to Public Discipleship and National Clergy trainings. Connie Toavs went to the training for  
          Public Discipleship, and is looking for other people who would be interested.  It may be possible to co- 
          ordinate these actions with other things we are doing, like RIC, or to work with other churches.     
     Meetings were held with over 1000 clergy last week.  Pastor Jason and Pastor Erica were unable to attend,  
          but had attended Minnesota trainings last fall. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Recap Spring Congregational Meeting: Jim heard that people appreciated topics covered and the efficiency.   
Nominated and voted on committee assignments for council members. 
2026-27 Assignments: 
President: Jim Monner 
Vice President: Noya Woodrich 
Treasurer: Lori Cowman 
Secretary: Emily Spanjers 
Youth and Education: Jane Rupprecht 
Finance: Lori Cowman 
Outreach: Jeff Showalter 
Parish Life and Hospitality: Ted Davis 
Personnel: executive team of President, VP, Treasurer, Secretary, and pastors 
Property: Keith Ehrenberg 
Stewardship: Jim Monner 
Worship, Arts, and Music: Brian Johnson 
Unanimous ballots were cast for President, VP, Treasurer, and Secretary.  Jim made a motion to approve the 

full slate of committee assignments as presented above, seconded by Lori.  Passed unanimously.  
 
PASTORS’ REPORTS: 
June 2026 - Pastor Jason R. Wahlstrom 

Average attendance for May was 102. In 2025, May average was 131. 
YTD 2026: 111 
YTD 2025: 114 

The Child Care Center continues to run smoothly. 
The youth garage sale is happening this Thursday through Saturday to support youth going on the sum-

mer trip to Oklahoma and Camp Wapo. 
Join me for Happy Hour on Wednesday, June 24, 4:30-7:00pm, at Utepils Brewing in Minneapolis. 
Three combined Wildfire Wednesday worship services are happening in June, July, and August. June 10 – 

St. James; July 8 – Valley of Peace; and August 12 – Faith Lilac Way. All are at 7pm. 
I will be on vacation July 3-10. 

 
June 2026 - Pastor Erica Bryerwell 
I attended a great preaching workshop last week, paid for by my Luther Seminary program.   The youth lock-
in was postponed, likely to the fall.  Linda and I revised my list of people to visit at their homes.   I am on the 
lookout for these items for the prayground, if you have them to spare: toddler books, soft foam toys, simple 
puzzles (25 or fewer pieces), and pipe cleaners. 
 
Closing Prayer: Lori 
M/S/Approved to adjourn at 8:07pm 





Worship Assistants 
Ushers 

July 5          Judy Alexander  
                     Butch Alexander 
                     Kristan Kohls 
                     Mark Kohls 
  
July 12        Judy Alexander  
                     Butch Alexander 
                     Kristan Kohls 
                     Mark Kohls 

July 19        Bruce Johnson 
                    Terri Johnson 
                     Leah Weisjahn 
                     Todd Weisjahn  
 
July 26         Bruce Johnson 
                     Terri Johnson 
                      Leah Weisjahn 
                      Todd Weisjahn  
  
 
 
 
 
 

July 5              Jane Rupprecht 
 
July 12            Kari Johnson 
 
July 19            Janet Kubly 
  
July 26            Tuari Landa 
 

 

Scripture Readers 

July 5               Gaylen Bunce 
 
July 12             Lori Cowman 
 
July 19             April Umana 
 
July 26              Mariyn Rausch 
 
 
 

Greeters 

July 5              Connie Toavs 
                        Tyler Toavs 
  
July 12           Joe Gartner 
                        Deb Gartner 
                             
July 19           Martha Eklund 
                        Phillip Kayser 
 
July 26           Dave Folkerds 
                        Grace Folkerds 
 
 
 
 

Social Hour Hosts 

July 5   Karen Gaasland 
                           Phillip Kayser 
                           Stan Wanner 
    
July 12   Leah Weisjahn 
                          Kari Johnson 
        
July 19   Joseph Kubly 
                          Don Van Heel 
                          Ann Wahlstsrom 
 
July 26    Kristen Chamberlain 
                          Lori Cowman 
 
                            

Communion Assistants 

July 5   Kari Johnson 
 
July 12   Kristen Chamberlain 
 
July 19    Brian Johnson 
 
July 26   Ann Wahlstrom 
 
 
 

Cantors 

Please Note... 
If you are unable to serve at the 

worship time(s) you’ve been  
scheduled, please find someone to  
replace  or switch with you, then 
notify the church office to tell us 
of the change.  If you have any 
questions, please let us  know.  

Thank you for your help! 
Church Office: 
763-545-1647 

 
 

PLEASE SIGN UP!!
     
 
 
 
 

Acolytes 

CHECK THE OTHER SIDE FOR THE 
MONTHLY CALENDAR! 



CALENDAR  
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New Hope, Minnesota 55427 
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Email: office@holynativity.net 
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HOLY NATIVITY STAFF 
 

Pastor Jason Wahlstrom (H) 763-767-3051 
 pastorjason@holynativity.net 
Pastor Erica Bryerwell                                    612-293-8028 
                                                 pastorerica@holynativity.net 
Iver Hubert Director of Music Ministry 
 iver@holynativity.net 
Lisa Stockert Organist/Communications Coordinator 
 lisa@holynativity.net 
Linda Lien Congregational Care Coordinator 
 and Funeral Preparation Coordinator 
 linda@holynativity.net 
Wendy Grimes           Director of Children, Youth &  
                                                                     Family Ministries 
                                                     wendy.grimes@yahoo.com 
Kara Holt Financial Coordinator  
 karaholt@msn.com 
Tom Wiblishauser Custodian 
 twiblishauser@comcast.net 
Kari Johnson                           Day-Of-Funeral Coordinator   
                                                   karijohnson1@hotmail.com 
Tyler Toavs Kitchen Coordinator 
Amy Laite Sunday Nursery Coordinator 
 amyjoshdmlr@hotmail.com 
Brittany Anderson Childcare Director 
 (HNCCCC Office) 763-591-0681 
 holynativitycccc@gmail.com  
General Message office@holynativity.net 
                                                                             763-545-1647 

Our Mission 
“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity 

Lutheran Church is a welcome 

ing community dedicated to helping all know 
God’s love through worship, service and 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


