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Dear Siblings in Christ, 

You may be aware that several southern states have passed laws over the last few years requiring a copy of 
the Ten Commandments be posted in every school classroom.  While I disagree with these laws, what with 
the separation of church and state and all, my disagreement is not the point of this article.  Instead, I am 
struck by some new knowledge I recently acquired through an article in The Christian Century (“The Louisiana 
Standard Version,” by Matt Thomas, June 2026).  What fascinated me was to learn that the required version 
of the Ten Commandments in these laws (in Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas) is tied to a specific monument 
on the grounds of the Texas State Capitol.  As a lover of the bible, my immediate reaction to that was to won-
der what version of the bible was used, which Matt Thomas helpfully identified.  It turns out that the version 
used on that specific monument in Texas was very close to (but not exactly) the King James Version.  That 
shouldn’t be surprising, I suppose, as that monument was erected in 1961, when the King James Version was 
still somehow very much in use. 

Here’s where things get really interesting, and a bit weird, however.  That monument in Texas was erected 
along with hundreds of others across the country in 1956 and the years that followed.  If you are a movie 
buff, especially a biblical movie buff, you may realize that Cecil B. DeMille’s The Ten Commandments was re-
leased in 1956.  The Ten Commandment monuments that were erected across the country at that time were 
literally promotional items for the film.  They were, in fact, advertisements.  After the film was released, the 
project of erecting Ten Commandments monuments was continued by the Fraternal Order of Eagles, led by 
Minnesotan E.J. Ruegemer. 

Somehow, the text used in ads for a Hollywood movie is what is mandated by law to be posted in classrooms 
in Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas.  How very strange.  I mentioned earlier that the text is close to the King 
James Version, but it is not exact.  From what I can tell, where the translation came from on those monu-
ments is lost to history.  Perhaps it is the Cecil B. DeMille translation.  But the language is still a very archaic 
old English, like the King James Version.  I have to wonder if the legislators who passed these laws considered 
just how difficult the King’s English is to read, especially for schoolchildren.  At the very least, it would seem 
the laws should have mandated a more modern version of the bible, so that it could be understood.  In any 
case, Cecil B. DeMille, who died in 1959, would have likely been amused to learn that his marketing campaign 
for his movie would have led to this point. 

In God’s amazing grace, 

Pastor Jason 



Save the dates for Vacation Bible School this summer!  

We are partnering with several other Wildfire churches to 
offer Vacation Bible School this summer.  Here are details: 
 
All Wildfire congregations are invited to this year’s shared 
Vacation Bible School, hosted at Faith Lilac Way. We’ll be using RENEW: 
The Green VBS, a Sparkhouse curriculum centered on the Parable of 
the Sower and caring for God’s creation. 
Ages:  3 years to 6th grade 
Dates:  Monday—Thursday, August 10-13 
Times: Family meal at 5:15pm; rotations 6:00–7:10pm; closing 7:10– 
             7:30pm 
Wednesday, August 12: Adjusted schedule with Worship & Dessert at  
             7:00pm 
A family meal is provided each evening for children and volunteers. 
New this year: A parent/adult Bible Study/Gathering option, possibly at 
Wicked Wort. We are still seeking adult volunteers to help make VBS 
possible!  Here is a link and QR code for registration: 

https://bit.ly/4tLishC  

 

GARAGE SALE 
The Youth will be 
holding a garage 
sale to raise money for their mis-
sion trip to Oklahoma.  The sale 
will run Thursday, June 18 and 
Friday, June 19 from 9:00am-
5:00pm and Saturday, June 20 
from 9:00am-noon.  
 
Please consider donating items 
for this sale.  We are not ac-
cepting any furniture.  Bring your 
donations any time the church 
office is open! 
 
Please check out the Lost and 
Found box in the Narthex for 
things you might be missing.   
Anything left by June 18 will be 
donated to the  sale. 
 
If you are interested in helping 
out at the sale, please go the 
website and sign up!  Thanks! 

GRADUATING SENIORS 
The following 12th graders will 
be recognized on Sunday, June 
7th during our 9:30am worship, 
followed by a cake reception.   
 
Heidi Baker 
 
Beau Demarest 
 
Ben Lerum 
 
Dasha Maxwell 
 
Sam Meier 
 
 

Congratulations! 

 

Join the Wildfire Churches for worship at 7:00pm with fellowship to 
follow on the second Wednesdays of the month this summer. 

 
June 10—St. James, Crystal 

July 9—Valley of Peace, Golden Valley 
August 12—Faith-Lilac Way, Robbinsdale 

https://bit.ly/4tLishC


LIBRARY LOOK 

PASTORAL ACTS: 
Memorial Service: 
 
5/9  Caroline Haase 

6/6  Barbe Moe 

 

Our heartfelt thoughts and prayers 
go out to: 

~ ~ The family of Caroline Haase 
upon her death 
 
  “Blessed are those who mourn for 

they will be comforted”   
~ Matthew 5:4 

The Land in Winter by 
Andrew Miller is an ex-
quisite, page-turning 
examination of relation-
ships between people. 
 
December 1962: In a village deep 
in the English countryside, two 
neighboring couples begin the 
day. Local doctor Eric Parry com-
mences his rounds in the village 
while his pregnant wife, Irene, 
wanders the rooms of their old 
house, mulling over the space 
that has grown between the two 
of them. 
 
On the farm nearby lives Irene’s 
mirror image: witty but troubled 
Rita Simmons is also expecting. 
She spends her days trying on 
the idea of being a farmer’s wife, 
but her head still swims with im-
ages of a raucous past that her 
husband, Bill, prefers to forget. 
When Rita and Irene meet across 
the bare field between their 
houses, a clock starts. There is 
still affection in both their 
homes; neither marriage has yet 
to be abandoned. But when the 
ordinary cold of December gives 
way—ushering in violent bliz-
zards of the harshest winter in 
living memory—so do the secret 
resentments harbored in all four 
lives. 
 
The Land in Winter is proof yet 
again that Andrew Miller is one 
of the most dazzling chroniclers 
of the human heart. 

PROPERTY CORNER  
Many thanks to all who helped at the Spring Cleanup on May 
16. If you didn’t get a chance to participate, the property 
team invites all to help with grounds/church projects whenev-
er you are able. Many hands are welcome on your own schedule. Thanks 
to Brian Johnson and Bruce Johnson for volunteering to be on the Grounds 
Group! Also we have obtained three bids regarding the 13 windows that 
need replacement. 
Property team members are Keith Ehrenberg, Joe Gartner, Verne Erickson 
and Tom Wiblishauser.  If you see something that needs to be addressed, 
please let someone on the team know.  
Tom Wiblishauser 

SENIOR FITNESS – FALL PREVENTION – 5 Exercises  
These five exercises have been shown to increase leg 
strength while improving neuroplasticity or the brain’s 
ability to change/adapt throughout life by modifying its 
structure, function, or neural pathways/connections to muscles to im-
prove balance for fall prevention. 

Stair hover hold. At first step on stairway, step up and hold for 10 
seconds, repeat with other foot, to start 5-10 reps per day. 

Toe lift walk. As you walk, lift your toe of the extended foot before 
it hits ground. This reawakes ankle muscles to keep feet from 
stumbling.  

Seated resistance push. While sitting in a chair just push your feet 
on the ground. This helps fire up leg muscles. Transition to full 
stand 25 reps/day. 

Side toe tap reach/balance. As you lateral toe tap to left, extend 
right arm for balance 5 sec, return. Repeat other side. Start at 
10 reps/day for lateral stability. 

Single leg toe tap/clock. As you balance on left foot, extend right 
toe tap at 12 o’clock, back, 3, back and 6, back. Repeat other 
side for 10 reps/day. 

Source: Dr. James Cross – Senior Health Advice - U Tube    
Tom Wiblishauser 

“Thank you to everyone for your prayers as I had my surgery and go through recovery.  Thanks 
to Outreach for the beautiful card sent to me after surgery.  I appreciate everyone’s thoughtful-
ness and caring.”         Milton Ferris 



Happy Hour with Pastor Jason 
Join Pastor Jason at Utepils Brewing (225 Thomas Avenue North, Minneap-

olis} for Happy Hour on Wednesday, June 24th from 4:30pm-7:00pm.   
 
Come anytime for some good conversation and a tasty beverage!  All ages are 
welcome!   

Camping, Camping, Camping! That was the theme for April for Troop 567.  Even though our big-
gest campout of the year is at the end of July, we have to start planning in early April.  The scouts 
selected their merit badge sessions and signed up for their troop activities.  As you can imagine, 
the first time scouts (and parents, mostly parents) have a lot of questions about camp, so we are 
able to address all of those as well. 
 
You may have seen us take over the parking lot with all of our gear.  We had our annual trailer inventory 
check. It’s amazing how much stuff is damaged or just plain missing by the end of October that we need to 
fix/ replace for the following spring.  Luckily, the later evenings let us get that done now. 
 
We actually did finally get to camp in April. We rented the Lake Rebecca South Group Camp.  It’s a fantastic 
site with tons of open space for the boys to run and work on scout activities.  This year we tried something 
different and made each patrol come up with a campfire skit.  After some preliminary  grumbling, they all had 
a lot of fun with it. 
 
Until next month; yours in scouting, Chris Daniels 

Wildfire Shindig Coming Soon!       Thursday, June 11th       5:30-7:30 pm 

An evening of food, music and fun is scheduled to take place at House of Hope Luther-
an and will be centered around a summer meal of pulled pork or turkey on buns with 
a variety of summer sides.  This annual event is being held to help raise funds for Holy 
Nativity’s ongoing involvement with the Every Meal supplemental food program for 
elementary school students experiencing food scarcity in our District 281 schools. 

The evening will again feature music and sing along provided by the “Flesh Pots of 
Egypt”  (they are Pastors!) and will include raffles and games. Tickets for the event are 
$20 with the raffle tickets selling for $10 each.  Tickets are now on sale in the narthex 
each Sunday.  For further information and/or tickets, please contact Nancy Van Heel.  

Please plan to support this important program! 

Holy Nativity’s June Mission Support is Home Free, a safe haven for women and their children who 

have needed to flee their homes due to domestic violence. Located in Plymouth since the 1980s, Home Free 
provides multiple services to domestic abuse survivors including emergency shelters, safety planning, coordi-
nation with law enforcement and the criminal justice system, advocacy and services for immigrant and refu-
gee families, and access to social service systems in 11 cities and municipalities in northwest Hennepin Coun-
ty. All services are free of charge. Home Free provides a collaborative community and safe space where peo-
ple are empowered to heal and transform their lives. Please consider a donation to this wonderful local or-
ganization. 



OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

Centering Prayer Meeting  
The Centering Prayer group 

meets on Zoom twice 
a month on Monday 
evenings from 5:30-

6:30pm.  June dates are 6/1 and 
6/15. If you have any interest in 
learning more about Centering 
Prayer and/or joining us, please 
contact Kari Johnson at 
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly. 

Flowers! 
Please consider contrib-
uting Sunday altar flow-
ers. Cost is $30 for flow-
ers or plant. These can be 
dedicated in honor or memory of 
loved ones or for special occa-
sions.  Please sign up on the 
board across from the office or 
contact the office and they can 
write you in. And please take 
them home! 

BIBLE STUDY 
Weekly Bible Study 
meets Tuesdays (September-May) 
at 10:00am.   
All are welcome.  

Contact Pastor Jason for more 
information.  

JOIN THE  
QUILTERS!! 

The Quilting group meets Thurs-
days in the Fellowship Hall at 
9:00am.  We would love to have 
you join us!   

PRISM IS SERVING OUR COMMUNITY  
FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE 
1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422 

Phone: 763-529-1350 

PEOPLE  
RESPONDING IN  

SOCIAL  
MINISTRY 

Last month was the annual fund raiser for PRISM, Taste of 
the Burbs. This is a gala event held at the Metropolitan Club.  
The event was successful in raising nearly $300,000 for the 
organization. At the event, Holy Nativity was given an award 
for our congregation’s continued support of PRISM. So, 
thank you to all the members of our church for their dona-
tions of food and financial resources.  It is your contributions that 
earned Holy Nativity the award.  Pictured: Scott Hennessy, Holy Nativi-
ty's liaison for PRISM, and Pastor Jason. Photo taken by Pastor Erica. 

With the Metro Surge diminishing, food shelf activity has increased sig-
nificantly. In April, we distributed 154,327 pounds of food, which is a 
55% increase from April of last year. So, the need continues to help 
feed those in need in our community. 

The donation focus for June is breakfast cereal, peanut butter, and jel-
ly. You may not know this, but for those church members with vegeta-
ble gardens, PRISM accepts donations of any extra fresh vegetables 
that are home grown. 

This month, PRISM will have a booth at the Golden Valley Pride Event 
on Saturday, June 13th. Also in June we start the produce distributions, 
that will continue into October.  The first one is on Tuesday, June 16th.  
Details can be found on the PRISM Website. 

Prism now sells online, specialty items donated to our Shop For Change 
thrift shop.  Details also on PRISM website. The Shop For Change was 
recently updated, please come by and see the newly revised shop. 

We still need volunteers, and not just for the food shelf itself.  We also 
need volunteers for the Pop-up events and Produce Distributions.  If 
you have some spare time and like the idea of giving back to the com-
munity, we could use your help.  Our volunteers are of all ages, from 
teenagers to people in their 80‘s.  Most of the work is not physically 
demanding.  We have a need for people in the food shelf, reception 
and the thrift shop. If you can help, please contact the volunteer man-
ager, Liam Boris at 763-432-4230 or lboris@prismmpls.org.  We also 
have opportunities for organizations to bring in a group of volunteers, 
like Boy Scouts, etc., for a single event. 

mailto:lboris@prismmpls.org


Continued Next Page  

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council    Tuesday, May 19, 2026 (unapproved summary) 

Called to Order at 7:05pm 
Opening Prayer: Jim 
Council Devotions: Noya 
Secretary’s Report/Reminders:  

April minutes M/S/Approved. 
We received thank-you notes from the following organizations:  PRISM, Lutheran Social Service of  
Minnesota, TreeHouse, Greater Minneapolis Crisis Nursery, and CEAP 

Treasurer’s Report for the period ending April 30, 2026 

OLD BUSINESS/REMINDERS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/UPDATES:  

Congregational Response to Racial Injustice:  
     Reconciling in Christ/Reconciling Works 
          A few people met on May 6th.   
          May 31st kickoff to program.   
     There will be a Pride wall display in June. 
     Racial Justice Liaisons 
          May is American Indian Month in Minnesota 
Wildfire Events: 
     Meetings are on the third Thursday!  Tell a pastor if you are interested in attending and sharing info with  
          Holy Nativity!  
     June 11th is the Every Meal Shindig.  Tickets are available after Sunday worship.  
     Summer worship will be on second Wednesdays. 
     We will help staff a booth at Golden Valley Pride. 
     Vacation Bible School will be held August 10-13.  
     The Letters From Birmingham Jail Reader’s Theater went well.  Watch for more productions of this for the 
           future, especially if you want to act. 
Capital Campaign Committee and Missional Assessment Update: 
     New windows are needed in some areas urgently and the Property committee is working on getting  
          estimates.  We may use a line of credit instead of waiting to complete a capital campaign.  



Council Minutes Continued  

     The next meeting for the Missional Assessment is June 3rd.  Kristin Daniels and Emily Spanjers are working 
           on a first draft of the summary statement. 
     Sanctuary Worship Space Updates: 
          Quote for $6,950 to shorten ten pews.  We plan to do this but are going to set it aside for now.  
          Pastor Erica and Jim are going to draw up some Prayground plans to take to the congregational meeting. 
     Council Nomination Committee:  
          Ted Davis has agreed to be nominated. 
     ISAIAH:  

    A Public Discipleship Path info session was attended by several members.  This would be another com- 
mittee during the summer.  There are possible opportunities to connect the RIC work with this if we 
decide to focus on it.  We might coordinate with other local churches, or watch for other opportunities 
from ISAIAH.  No action right now. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Finalize May Congregational Meeting Agenda for May 31 

Election of New Council Members 
Financial Follow-Up 
Worship Space Update 
Summer Prayground Trial 
Solar Production Report 
Missional Narrative 
Capital Campaign  

A financial gift has been offered to improve live-streaming of worship.  Discussed acceptance of gift and 
how it would be used.  No action at this time. 

PASTORS’ REPORTS: 
Pastor Jason R. Wahlstrom 

Average attendance for April was 149.  In 2025, April average was 152. 
YTD 2026: 114 
YTD 2025: 110 

The Child Care Center continues to run smoothly. 
Seven of our youth were confirmed on Sunday, May 17. 
The youth garage sale is taking place June 18-20 to support our youth trips to Oklahoma and Camp Wapo. 
Join me for the return of Happy Hour with Pastor Jason on Wednesday, May 27, 4:30-7pm, at Under Pres-

sure Brewing in Golden Valley. 
Three combined Wildfire Wednesday worship services are happening in June, July, and August. June 10 – 

St. James; July 8 – Valley of Peace; and August 12 – Faith Lilac Way. All are at 7pm. 
I will be on vacation June 11-15.  

 
Pastor Erica Bryerwell 

I attended the PRISM Taste of the Burbs fundraiser with Pastor Jason and congregation members.  We re-
ceived the Light of PRISM Award.  

I am reworking our visitation list.  Please contact me if you would like changes. 
I will help with the youth lock-in June 13-14. 
I attended an educational retreat. 
I am on vacation May 22-31. 
I have a preaching retreat June 8-11. 

Closing Prayer: Jeff. 
Motioned, seconded, and approved unanimously to adjourn at 8:40pm. 





Worship Assistants 
Ushers 

June 7           Irmi Hennessy 
                       Scott Hennessy 
                       Ben Langland-Johnson 
                       Sandee Stenzel 
  
June 14         Irmi Hennessy 
                       Scott Hennessy 
                       Ben Langland-Johnson 
                       Sandee Stenzel 

June 21         Chris Daniels 
                       Kristin Daniels 
                       Joseph Kubly 
                       Becky Massop  
 
June 28         Chris Daniels 
                       Kristin Daniels 
                       Joseph Kubly 
                       Becky Massop  
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 7              Joe Gartner 
 
June 14            Kristan Kohls 
 
June 21            Eloise Nichols 
  
June 28            Jane Rupprecht 
 

 

Scripture Readers 

June 7               Alice Loddigs 
 
June 14             Jeremy Schmitz 
                           Elizabeth Schmitz 
 
June 21             Harper Chamberlain 
 
June 28              Barb Johnson 
 
 

Greeters 

June 7             Delphine Arme 
                         Kathryn Smerkar 
  
June 14           Denise Prosek 
                         Nancy Van Heel 
                             
June 21           Thor Baker 
                         Emily Spanjers 
 
June 28            David Thomas-Jensen 
                          Tifini Thomas-Jensen 
 
 
 
 

Social Hour Hosts 

June 7    Grace Folkerds 
                          Nancy Van Heel 
    
June14   Joe Gartner 
   Karen Leverson 
                          Connie Toavs 
        
June 21   Joshua Daniels 
                           Jane Rupprecht 
 
June 28    Kari Johnson 
                          Janet Kubly 
 
                            
 

Communion Assistants 

June 7   James Vair 
 
June 14   Janet Kubly 
 
June 21    Cresta Hubert 
 
June 28   Nora Leverson 
 
 
 

Cantors 

Please Note... 
If you are unable to serve at the 

worship time(s) you’ve been  
scheduled, please find someone to  
replace  or switch with you, then 
notify the church office to tell us 
of the change.  If you have any 
questions, please let us  know.  

Thank you for your help! 
Church Office: 
763-545-1647 

 
 

PLEASE SIGN UP!!
     
 
 
 
 

Acolytes 



CALENDAR  
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HOLY NATIVITY STAFF 
 

Pastor Jason Wahlstrom (H) 763-767-3051 
 pastorjason@holynativity.net 
Pastor Erica Bryerwell                                    612-293-8028 
                                                 pastorerica@holynativity.net 
Iver Hubert Director of Music Ministry 
 iver@holynativity.net 
Lisa Stockert Organist/Communications Coordinator 
 lisa@holynativity.net 
Linda Lien Congregational Care Coordinator 
 and Funeral Preparation Coordinator 
 linda@holynativity.net 
Wendy Grimes           Director of Children, Youth &  
                                                                     Family Ministries 
                                                     wendy.grimes@yahoo.com 
Kara Holt Financial Coordinator  
 karaholt@msn.com 
Tom Wiblishauser Custodian 
 twiblishauser@comcast.net 
Kari Johnson                           Day-Of-Funeral Coordinator   
                                                   karijohnson1@hotmail.com 
Tyler Toavs Kitchen Coordinator 
Amy Laite Sunday Nursery Coordinator 
 amyjoshdmlr@hotmail.com 
Brittany Anderson Childcare Director 
 (HNCCCC Office) 763-591-0681 
 holynativitycccc@gmail.com  
General Message office@holynativity.net 
                                                                             763-545-1647 

Our Mission 
“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity 

Lutheran Church is a welcoming community 
dedicated to helping all know God’s love 
through worship, service and fellowship.” 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


