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The Pastor’s 

Dear Siblings in Christ, 

As I write this, I am preparing to leave on our summer youth trip to Oklahoma.  We will be traveling with 
youth and adult chaperones from House of Hope, Valley of Peace, and Holy Nativity.  This will be the third 
year our three congregations have teamed up for a summer youth trip and we will likely continue into the 
future.  It has been a very good partnership and it gives our youth an opportunity to travel with friends and 
classmates from our partner congregations. 

This year, we travel to Oklahoma for a cultural immersion experience in the Cherokee Nation, headquartered 
in Tahlequah, where we will be staying.  We have a full itinerary of learning about and experiencing Cherokee 
culture.  As the headquarters of Cherokee Nation, Tahlequah has multiple museums we will experience.  We 
will also experience Cherokee music, food, and games.  Our partner on this trip is an organization called Oth-
er+Wise, which has many connections to Cherokee people in Tahlequah.  Other+Wise is led by Vance Black-
fox and Kinna Kemp.  Vance is a member of the Cherokee Nation and an employee of the ELCA in the area of 
American Indian Alaska Native Tribal Nations.  Kinna is an ELCA Deacon and served Holy Nativity as our youth 
ministry intern a number of years ago when she was studying at Luther Seminary. 

I have been on many summer youth trips over the years and I am always struck by just how powerful they are 
for our youth.  Whether it’s the ELCA Youth Gathering, a traditional service trip like last year doing hurricane 
relief work in North Carolina, or a cultural immersion trip like this year, our youth always come home with a 
new perspective and having learned and had fun with each other. 

On behalf of our youth, I also want to thank you all for your support throughout the year as we fundraise for 
our trips (and Camp Wapo).  Your generosity in supporting events such as our bake sale, our Palm Sunday 
breakfast and auction, and our garage sale make it possible to offer these wonderful experiences for our 
youth.  By the time you are reading this, we will be back from our trip and ready to share all of the great ex-
periences we had.  Thanks again for all of your support for our youth! 

In God’s amazing grace, 
Pastor Jason 

Happy Hour with  
Pastor Jason 

Join Pastor Jason at the Wicked 
Wort Brewing Company (4165 
West Broadway, Robbinsdale)  
for Happy Hour on Wednesday, 
August 26th from 4:30pm-
7:00pm.   

Unfortunately, 
as of the 
printing of the 
August news-

letter, we do not yet have the 
July Council meeting minutes.   

If you are interested, please con-
tact the church office and we can 
get you a copy.   



PASTORAL ACTS: 
INTERNMENT:  6/23  
Caroline Haase 

BAPTISM:  7/26  
Uchenna Nwachukwu 

Vacation Bible School is this month!  

We are partnering with several other Wildfire churches to 
offer Vacation Bible School this summer.  Here are details: 
 
All Wildfire congregations are invited to this year’s shared 
Vacation Bible School, hosted at Faith Lilac Way. We’ll be using RENEW: 
The Green VBS, a Sparkhouse curriculum centered on the Parable of 
the Sower and caring for God’s creation. 
Ages:  3 years to 6th grade 
Dates:  Monday—Thursday, August 10-13 
Times: Family meal at 5:15pm; rotations 6:00–7:10pm; closing 7:10– 
             7:30pm 
Wednesday, August 12: Adjusted schedule with Worship & Dessert at  
             7:00pm 
A family meal is provided each evening for children and volunteers. 
New this year: A parent/adult Bible Study/Gathering option, possibly at 
Wicked Wort. We are still seeking adult volunteers to help 
make VBS possible!   

Here is a link and QR code for registration:   https://

Our heartfelt thoughts 
and prayers go out to: 

 
~ ~ The family of Ray Johnson   
       upon his death 
 

  “Blessed are those who mourn 
for they will be comforted”   

~ Matthew 5:4 

Join the Wildfire Churches for worship at 7:00pm with fellowship to 
follow on Wednesday, August 12—Faith-Lilac Way, Robbinsdale 

LOOKING AHEAD AND  
FALL START-UPS! 

 

8/4  Board Game Night 
8/10  VBS week starts at  
          Faith-Lilac Way 
8/12  Wildfire Worship at 
  Faith-Lilac Way 
8/25  RIC Movie Night in FH 
9/1  Board Game Night 
9/2  Choir Resumes 
9/7  Labor Day - 
   Office Closed 
9/8  Elizabeth Circle  
  Resumes 
9/13  Kick-Off Sunday!!! 
9/15  Bible Study Resumes 
9/23  Sarah Circle Resumes 
10/4  Blessing of Animals 
10/11  Ministry Teams Meet 
10/24  Trunk or Treat 
10/31  Fall Clean Up 
11/21  Bake Sale 

Still not sure what 
happened to our July 
newsletter mailing.  
Some of them have 
been delivered back 
to us.  If you want your actual 
copy, please contact the office 
and we can see if we have it or 
get you a new one.  Or you can 
access it on the web site, which is 
holynativity.net. 

We still have the hard plastic  
“I Am Holy Nativity” yard signs 
and metal stakes available.  
Please let the office know if you 
are interested in any.      

 

https://bit.ly/4tLishC
https://mail.onelink.me/107872968?pid=nativeplacement&c=US_Acquisition_YMktg_315_SearchOrgConquer_EmailSignature&af_sub1=Acquisition&af_sub2=US_YMktg&af_sub3=&af_sub4=100002039&af_sub5=C01_Email_Static_&af_ios_store_cpp=0c38e4b0-a27e-40f9-a211-f4e2de32ab91&af
https://mail.onelink.me/107872968?pid=nativeplacement&c=US_Acquisition_YMktg_315_SearchOrgConquer_EmailSignature&af_sub1=Acquisition&af_sub2=US_YMktg&af_sub3=&af_sub4=100002039&af_sub5=C01_Email_Static_&af_ios_store_cpp=0c38e4b0-a27e-40f9-a211-f4e2de32ab91&af


From the HNLC Reconciling in Christ Team: 

Our Reconciling in Christ journey continues at HNLC!  In May, Noya intro-
duced and provided an overview of the RIC program to the congregation at 
the May 31st worship service.  That lead us directly into Pride Month in June 
where a rainbow heart in the narthex was filled with messages of support 
from the congregation.  Messages included themes such as: "You are Loved", "We are all God's children", 
"You Belong", and "We are Amazing Together".  As a first step onto the RIC journey, the love and welcome of 
this congregation was rewarding to see!  Alongside the rainbow heart wall, we also raised money for Ave-
nues for Youth, a local nonprofit that serves youth in need of housing and other support.  Youth in Minnesota 
who identify as LGBTQ+ have a 120% higher chance of unstable housing.   

The RIC journey intentionally creates opportunity for learning and discussion so that we can be open to build-
ing new understanding together.  In addition to the messages of support, we have also taken note of ques-
tions raised on the heart wall, and we will be sure to consider these as we undertake events and discussions 
to come.  For example, one point of discussion raised through the rainbow heart wall was the use of the 
word 'pride' in Pride Month.  For many, pride is considered a sin, and so the question was raised whether the 
name "Pride Month" should really be celebrated.  This lead to further discussion and research that we want-
ed to share with all of you.  The "pride" celebrated during Pride Month is a different concept than the pride 
we might consider sinful pride. The latter might also be called 'hubris' - a sense of arrogance and self-
righteousness - while the former might also be called 'self worth'.  The pride celebrated during Pride Month is 
a sense of self-acceptance and dignity and a desire for equality.  Certainly, this is something we can all sup-
port for our neighbors and fellow members of God's kingdom!  Let's keep the learning and discussion going! 

Finally, mark your calendars for a summer movie night!!  On Tuesday, August 25, we will be hosting a viewing 
of the documentary 1946: The Mistranslation that Shifted Culture at church.  The movie (about 90 min) ex-
plores how the word 'homosexual' first came to be used in Biblical translations and the resulting cultural im-
pact.  Hope to see you there! 

On behalf of the RIC team, 
Kristin Daniels 

Calling all Gamers! 
Board Game Night Is Back!   
Roll Some Dice! Shuffle Those Cards! Talk Some Trash! Bring Some Snacks! 
 
When:  First Tuesday of the month, starting August 4th. 6:30-9:30pm. 
Where:  Fellowship Hall 
What To Bring:  Yourself! Your Family! Your Friends! Your Friends Family! 
Cost:  Nothing! Nada! Free! 
Theme For August:  Adventure! 
 
Games Guaranteed To be There: Incan Gold, Fireball Island, The Goonies: Never Say Die, Jamaica, The Crew: 
Mission Deep Sea, Tsuro, Forbidden Island, Flickin ‘Chicken, and Life: Pirates of the Caribbean edition. Or 
bring one of your own! 
 
Contact Ted Davis for questions.  
 

Come For The Crazy! Stay For The Fun! 



Scoutmaster Minute 

Greetings from your local neighborhood Scouts of Troop 567. June was an outdoorsy month for certain.  We 
need to take advantage of those long summer evenings when we can.   
 
The boys worked on their fitness requirements in the parking lot, running the mile, performing chin-ups, 
push-ups and sit-ups.   They need to come up with an improvement plan and do it again in 30 days. 
 
Our attempt at a street cleanup on June 15th was rained out, so we rescheduled that for June 22nd.   We keep the 
stretch of Zachary lane from Rockford to the railroad tracks picked up twice per year.  We had an excellent turnout of 
scouts, all trying to get their service hours. 
 
We have some fun planned for July, including our annual trip to Many Point Scout Camp. 

August Mission – Global Health Ministries 
The vision of Global Health Ministries (GHM) is by building supportive partnerships with other countries, GHM contrib-
utes to thriving community health systems that are more effective, measurably stronger, and sustainable. 
 
Their network of friends and supporters, called GHM, has grown exponentially for over three decades. Dr. Steve 
Friberg, long-term missionary to Tanzania, says it well: “One of the amazing things about God is that when God is work-
ing, there’s a ripple effect; materials go a lot farther, and people that weren’t connected get more connected.” Donat-
ed medical supplies and equipment are now sent by sea container from a 12,000 square foot warehouse instead of in 
cardboard boxes packed in a garage. We are still marked by deep relationships, and the connections that move us for-
ward. We continue to serve alongside international colleagues, now in 14 countries, expanding our programs to include 
leadership consulting and accompanying partners in grassroots efforts to improve community health. Sometimes we 
have been amazed at all that is accomplished - the materials that arrive just when we need them, the funding that 
comes in the “nick of time,” the projects that flourish against all odds. But God is working, watering the deep roots with 
water that never fails.   
 
This year, there is an opportunity for people to help GHM send 20,000 Newborn Kits to waiting partners overseas, so 
more moms and their babies can thrive! The gift of a GHM Newborn Kit is a blessing for the woman who receives it, 
providing basic items to help her clothe and care for her child, and celebrate new life! Importantly, the promise of this 
gift can also motivate her to connect with a healthworker when she is expecting - a connection that can save her life. 
GHM sends Newborn Kits along with medical supplies and equipment to partners in Liberia, Madagascar, Tanzania, and 
Zimbabwe where they are used to encourage women to visit their local hospital or clinic for prenatal care and assisted 
delivery. Once that connection is made, mom is more likely to return for postnatal care, vaccinations for all her family 
and other health interventions - and to tell her friends and family they should do the same! The Newborn Kit is a bless-
ing multiplier! For more information on how to assemble a kit visit: www.ghm.org/newborn-kit-challenge 
 
They are an independent Lutheran nonprofit that began in 1987. Global Health Ministries specializes in capacity-
building for Lutheran health systems in under-resourced countries. Global Health Ministries (GHM) serves some of the 
most vulnerable people in the world in 14 countries in Africa, Asia, and Central America where Lutheran churches man-
age hospitals, clinics, and local health care programs. Through donations and volunteer packing help, GHM provides 
medical equipment and supplies support for community-based health care programs and administrative and leadership 
consulting. Each year thousands of volunteers gather in the Fridley Minnesota warehouse to help sort and pack medi-
cal equipment and supplies to share around the world. At the request of international partners, they also offer grants 
and volunteer consultants.    

You may have noticed the vines and leaves have been removed 
from the Fellowship Hall.  These leaves will be on display in the 
Narthex through Sunday, August 2.  If you created one (or more!) 
please feel free to take your leaf (or leaves) home after worship 
on August 2. After that date they will be available for a short time 
in the church office.  Thanks to all who created these! 

http://www.ghm.org/newborn-kit-challenge


OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

Centering Prayer Meeting  
The Centering Prayer group 

meets on Zoom twice 
a month on Monday 
evenings from 5:30-

6:30pm.  August dates are 8/3,  
8/17 and 8/31 (change from 
normal schedule). If you have 
any interest in learning more 
about Centering Prayer and/or 
joining us, please contact Kari 
Johnson at 
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly. 

Flowers! 
Please consider contrib-
uting Sunday altar flow-
ers. Cost is $30 for flow-
ers or plant. These can be dedi-
cated in honor or memory of 
loved ones or for special occa-
sions.  Please sign up on the 
board across from the office or 
contact the office and they can 
write you in. And please take 
them home! 

BIBLE STUDY 
Weekly Bible Study 
meets Tuesdays (September-May) 
at 10:00am.   
All are welcome.  

Contact Pastor Jason for more 
information.  

JOIN THE  
QUILTERS!! 

The Quilting group meets Thurs-
days in the Fellowship Hall at 
9:00am.  We would love to have 
you join us!   

PRISM IS SERVING OUR COMMUNITY  
FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE 
1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422 

Phone: 763-529-1350 

PEOPLE  
RESPONDING IN  

SOCIAL  
MINISTRY 

PROPERTY CORNER- 4 BLUEBIRD CHICKS ARE BORN  
Our bluebird family grew to 6 as 4 chicks were born at 
the beginning of July. If you visited their home, you 
would notice their mother feeding and chasing squir-
rels or Brian Johnson away on the riding lawn mower. 
Many thanks to all mowers including Bruce Johnson 
(new) and gardeners, especially Emily Spanjers and her Columbarium 
(and front door pots) gardeners who include April Umana, Ann Moser, 
Lori Cowman, Karen Gaasland, Kristin Daniels and Ann Wahlstrom. We 
have several other specialty gardens that could use your creativity and 
care. New members always welcome. 
 
Although our entire neighborhood and church lost electricity on Mon-
day, July 6 at 3:30pm and Daycare security system set off its alarm, all 
was well and reset by 5:45pm. Solar alone could not power us due to 
safety of Xcel electricians working on the repair. 
 
Many thanks to Lisa Stockert for providing info and the link to our solar 
edge info on our church website. We are still working on the Xcel us-
age comparison. We are still pursuing current bids on the 13 windows 
needing repair. 
 
Property Team: Keith Ehrenberg, Joe Gartner, LuVerne Erickson & Tom 
Wiblishauser 
Submitted by Tom Wiblishauser 

Help local students start the year 
strong. We are collecting new 
backpacks and school supplies for 
PRISM’s Back to School distribu-
tion.  
Please bring donations to the 
church by Wednesday, August 
5th. PRISM will be distributing 
these items to families on Mon-
day, August 10th.  

As you may have noticed, we are trying something 
new with the monthly Tidings.  Do you like the 
shorter version?  Miss articles we removed?  Things 
to add or bring back?   
Please let the office know your thoughts.  We value 
your opinion and want to hear from you.  
After all, this is YOUR church newsletter!!  



Continued Next Page  

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council    Tuesday, July 21, 2026 (unapproved summary) 



Council Minutes Continued  





Worship Assistants 
Ushers 

August 2       Addie Grimes 
                       Charlie Grimes 
                       Eric Grimes 
                        Sarah Monner 
  
August 9       Addie Grimes 
                       Charlie Grimes 
                       Eric Grimes 
                       Sarah Monner 

August 16     LuVerne Erickson 
                       Karen Leverson 
                       Marilyn Rausch 
                       Jana Roiger  
 
August 23     LuVerne Erickson 
                       Karen Leverson 
                       Marilyn Rausch 
                       Jana Roiger 
 
August 30      Gaylen Bunce 
                        Jane Rupprecht 
                        Elizabeth Schmitz 
                        April Umana 
 

August 2           Lori Cowman 
 
August 9           Ted Davis 
 
August 16          April Umana 
             
August 23          Eloise Nichols 
 
August 30           Althera Bergren 
 

Scripture Readers 

August 2   Delphine Arme 
 
August 9   Becky Massop 
 
August 16   Deb Peterson 
 
August 23   Bruce and Kara Holt 
 
August 30            Sandra Benedict 
 

Greeters 

August 2         Jeremy Schmitz 
                         Elizabeth Schmitz 
  
August 9         Becky Nichols 
                         Eloise Nichols 
                             
August 16        Delphine Arme 
                          Denise Prosek 
 
August 23        Emily Spanjers 
                           Sandee Stenzel 
 
August 30        David Thomas-Jensen 
                          Tifini Thomas-Jensen 
 

Social Hour Hosts 

August 2   Wendy Grimes 
                           Stan Wanner 
    
August 9   Karen Gaasland 
                          Kathy Davis 
                          Alice Loddigs 
        
August 16   Scott Hennessy 
                           Irmi Hennessy 
 
August 23    Beth Demarest 
                           Deb Peterson 
 
August 30         Bob Alexander 
                           Judy Alexander                      

Communion Assistants 

August 2   Alan Sommervold 
 
August 9   Janet Kubly 
 
August 16    James Vair 
 
August 23   Nora Leverson 
 
August 30           Kari Johnson 
 

Cantors 

Please Note... 
If you are unable to serve at the 

worship time(s) you’ve been  
scheduled, please find someone to  
replace  or switch with you, then 
notify the church office to tell us 
of the change.  If you have any 
questions, please let us  know.  

Thank you for your help! 
Church Office: 
763-545-1647 

 
 

PLEASE SIGN UP!!
     
 
 
 
 

Acolytes 



CALENDAR  



PLEASE SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS!   
It’s the best way to thank them for supporting our newsletter! 
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Holy Nativity Lutheran Church, ELCA 
3900 Winnetka Avenue North 
New Hope, Minnesota 55427 
(763) 545-1647  Fax: 763-545-8339 
Email: office@holynativity.net 
Web site: www.holynativity.net 

HOLY NATIVITY STAFF 
Pastor Jason Wahlstrom (H) 763-767-3051 
 pastorjason@holynativity.net 
Pastor Erica Bryerwell                                    612-293-8028 
                                                 pastorerica@holynativity.net 
Iver Hubert Director of Music Ministry 
 iver@holynativity.net 
Lisa Stockert Organist/Communications Coordinator 
 lisa@holynativity.net 
Linda Lien Congregational Care Coordinator 
 and Funeral Preparation Coordinator 
 linda@holynativity.net 
Wendy Grimes           Director of Children, Youth &  
                                                                     Family Ministries 
                                                     wendy.grimes@yahoo.com 
Kara Holt Financial Coordinator  
 karaholt@msn.com 
Tom Wiblishauser Custodian 
 twiblishauser@comcast.net 
Kari Johnson                           Day-Of-Funeral Coordinator   
                                                   karijohnson1@hotmail.com 
Tyler Toavs Kitchen Coordinator 
Amy Laite Sunday Nursery Coordinator 
 amyjoshdmlr@hotmail.com 
Brittany Anderson Childcare Director 
 (HNCCCC Office) 763-591-0681 
 holynativitycccc@gmail.com  
General Message office@holynativity.net 
                                                                             763-545-1647 

Our Mission 
“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity 

Lutheran Church is a welcoming community 
dedicated to helping all know God’s love 
through worship, service and fellowship.” 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


