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The Season  

 of Pentecost Evangelical Lutheran  

Church in America 

Join us on Sunday,  

September 13 at 11:30am 

for our Potluck Kick-Off  

Party!   

We’re providing the 

grilled meat.  Please bring 

a potluck dish to share.  

NO desserts please.  We 

are providing an Ice 

Cream Truck with free ice 

cream treats for all!  

For the past year our congregation worked with Kairos and Associates 
to better understand who we are and what guides & drives our actions 
as a church.  Through the Missional Assessment Profile survey last fall, 
and via individual & small group meetings in January and February, we 
heard from the vast majority of our membership.  A dedicated group of 
staff, council, and lay people used that information and worked 
through the summer to draft and finalize our Missional Narrative.  Dur-
ing worship services in late August and early September committee 
members will introduce the Missional Narrative.  Videos of committee 
members talking about our narrative will also be posted online to share 
the message well beyond these few worship services. We are excited 
to share this with the full congregation.  Our Missional Narrative brings 
focus to why we do the things we do and will be used to guide us in the 
years ahead.  

Jim Monner, Holy Nativity Church Council President  

HNLC Narrative 

God’s profound love and grace are freely given to all people. Through 
Jesus, every single person is worthy of boundless love and inclusion.  
We are sustained through the Holy Spirit’s constant presence in our 
lives.  In response, we desire to share God’s love and acceptance with 
our community, both near and far. 

 hrough the richness of relationships, we strive to follow Jesus’s exam-
ple to work toward a world in which God’s kingdom is established for 
all, regardless of identity or status.  We share God’s love with delight in 
community, within and outside the church walls, and year after 
year.  We are faithful and yet comfortable with questions as we learn 
and seek to move toward a shared conviction in God’s abounding and 
steadfast love. 

We strive to love God with all our hearts, and so we come to worship 
with joy and thanksgiving to be nourished and challenged by rich and 
grace-filled word, sacrament, and music. God’s love has existed 
throughout history, and so we take comfort and strength from tradi-
tion, even as we strive to discern and participate in God’s new ways in 
the world. 

LOOKING AHEAD AND  
FALL START-UPS! 

9/1  Board Game Night 
9/2  Choir Resumes 
9/7  Labor Day - 
   Office Closed 
9/8  Elizabeth Circle  
  Resumes 
9/13  Kick-Off Sunday!!! 
  Education Resumes 
9/15  Bible Study Resumes 
9/16    Confirmation Resumes 
9/23  Sarah Circle Resumes 
10/4  Blessing of Animals 
10/6    Board Game Night 
10/11  Ministry Teams Meet 
10/24  Trunk or Treat 
10/31  Fall Clean Up 
11/21  Bake Sale 



PASTORAL ACTS: 
INTERNMENT:  8/11 Ray Johnson 

BAPTISMS  8/2  Rhett Fellers 
         8/9 Everett Kallhoff 
 

FUNERAL:  8/15  Warren Jorenby 
             

 

 

Our heartfelt thoughts 
and prayers go out to: 
 

~ ~ The family of Warren Jorenby 
upon his death 
~ ~ The family of Jan Brown upon 
her death 
 

  “Blessed are those who mourn 
for they will be comforted”   

~ Matthew 5:4 

BOARD GAME NIGHT! 
Tuesday, September 1    6:30-9:30pm 
September's Theme: Classics With A Twist 
Games everyone should play at least once! 
 
Games Available are:  
Clue: Giant Edition  Ticket To Ride: Europe  
Catan    Sorry: Simpsons Edition 
Flip 7    King Of Tokyo: Godzilla Edition  
Giant Uno   Apples To Apples 
Or bring your own!!! 
 
Contact Ted Davis with questions. 

Welcome to the 2026-2027 Program Year!  Sunday 
School begins September 13 at 10:45am.  We would 
love to see your child/children there.  No need to reg-
ister….come when you can!   

Confirmation 

We are getting ex-
cited to kick off a new year of 
Confirmation! We will be 
meeting on Wednesdays from 
6:30-7:45pm. This year we will be 
studying the Small Catechism.  
Our first meeting will be orienta-
tion night on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 16, from 6:30-7:45pm, in 
the Fellowship Hall. Students and 
at least one parent should 
attend. More information about 
the Confirmation ministry and 
the schedule for the 2026-2027 
year will be given to families at 
the orientation event. 

Adult Forum 
resumes Sunday, 
September 13 at 
10:45am in the Sanctuary. Watch 
the Sunday bulletin for topics. 

If you still have a leaf you 
would like to pick up, 
please stop in or contact 
the church office by Mon-
day, September 14.  They 
will be disposed of after 
that date. Thanks to all 
who created these! 

Congratulations to our 2026 Endowment Scholarship award 
recipients! 

~ ~ Heidi Baker will be attending Anoka-Ramsey Community College 
with a Special Education Teaching major.  
 ~ ~ Beau Demarest will be attending the University of Minnesota with 
a Pre-Med major.  





Scoutmaster Minute 

July was a wildly fun month for the scouts of Troop 567.  We kicked off the month with our auto-
motive maintenance merit badge and our very own "car show for regular cars" in the parking lot of 
Holy Nativity.  The boys got real hands-on experience with changing oil filters and tires. It was a 
great experience; however (through trial and error) we learned this may be better suited for Sep-
tember than July.   

Our annual trip to Many Point Scout Camp was the last week in July.  For many of our boys, it is the highlight 
of the scouting year.   The boys divided into patrols to cook their own meals, slept in tents, swam, and went 
to merit badge classes.  While this was the hottest year we have ever had up there, a bad week at camp is 
still better than most weeks.  It is so encouraging to see the boys grow and mature throughout the week.   

Fall will be busy with back to school, camping, new patrol leaders (Holy Nativity's own Isaac Daniels was vot-
ed Senior Patrol Leader - he's basically in charge of the troop), fundraising and cool weather camping.   It’s 
the busiest time of the scout year, so anticipate more activity from the troop at HNLC. 

Yours in Scouting, Chris Daniels  

September Mission – Every Meal 
“It takes the whole community to address a problem as significant as child hunger.” 

September’s Mission Support goes to Every Meal. More than 300,000 children experience food 
insecurity in Minnesota.  Since 2010, Every Meal has been working to fight child hunger in the 
Twin Cities and across Minnesota, by facilitating partnerships between schools and community 

organizations. These organizations then serve as Sponsors for Weekend Meal Bags. Many children rely on 
school meals to meet their daily nutritional needs, but then experience hunger on the weekends when they 
are not at school. These meal bags help bridge the “weekend gap” so children don’t have to go hungry.  
Along with other Wildfire churches, Holy Nativity has partnered with several elementary schools in the Rob-
binsdale District. Volunteers help pack weekend meal bags and distribute them at the schools each Friday.  
Your donations during the month of September will go to help Every Meal cover the cost of the food to con-
tinue the fight against child hunger in our own community and beyond.   

Reconciling in Christ news!  We have some great opportunities over the 

next 9 months as part of our Reconciling in Christ Journey.  Watch for more 
details in weekly bulletins and we hope you will join us! 
 
Adult Forums: 
October 11: Bias and Its Impact 
November 8: Let's Talk SOGIE (What does LGBTQIA+ mean) 
January 10: Consent in Building Community 
April 11: Clunky Questions (questions about what it means to be LGBTQIA+) 
These adult forum subjects will be repeated on a Wednesday, prior to Choir, once in the same month 
(October 21, November 18, January 20, April 21) 

Bible Study: 
Bible Study using the “Clobber Passages” as the basis for the conversation.  These seven passages have often 
been used in ways that cause deep pain, exclusion, and spiritual harm.  This bible study will explore each of 
these passages and some grace filled reframes.  The Bible Study will be 4 sessions in length, on Saturdays at 
9:00am. The dates for October and November are still pending, but you can schedule January 23, and April 
24.  Coffee and treats will be provided.  We will meet in the lounge or fellowship hall depending on size of 
group. 



OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

Centering Prayer Meeting  
The Centering Prayer group 

meets on Zoom twice 
a month on Monday 
evenings from 5:30-

6:30pm.  September date is 
Monday, 9/21 (change from 
normal schedule). If you have 
any interest in learning more 
about Centering Prayer and/or 
joining us, please contact Kari 
Johnson at 
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly. 

Flowers! 
Please consider contrib-
uting Sunday altar flow-
ers. Cost is $30 for flow-
ers or plant. These can be dedi-
cated in honor or memory of 
loved ones or for special occa-
sions.  Please sign up on the 
board across from the office or 
contact the office and they can 
write you in. And please take 
them home! 

BIBLE STUDY 
Weekly Bible Study 
meets Tuesdays (September-May) 
at 10:00am.   
All are welcome.  

Contact Pastor Jason for more 
information.  

JOIN THE  
QUILTERS!! 

The Quilting group meets Thurs-
days in the Fellowship Hall at 
9:00am.  We would love to have 
you join us!   

PRISM IS SERVING OUR COMMUNITY  
FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE 
1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422 

Phone: 763-529-1350 

PEOPLE  
RESPONDING IN  

SOCIAL  
MINISTRY 

PROPERTY CORNER- TWO AC UNITS REPAIRED/REPLACED 
During the month of August, it was discovered that both the 
Narthex and Annex 24-year-old  AC units were not working.  
Jerry from United Heating was able to replace the Narthex out-
side condenser with a used one we had in the garage.  He was 
also able to replace the 5 Ton Annex unit with a new slightly 
dented 4 Ton unit at a discount. 

On August 12, Joe Gartner and Bob Alexander were also able to review our 12 
damaged single casement windows for an updated bid only to discover that 
another 6 more at the daycare had excessive mildew and rot which needed 
replacement, plus the 2 triple casement windows needed for Fellowship. 
These 20 windows are over 36 years old. Our initial estimate on 4/01/25 was 
for 37 single, 10 2-wide, and 6 3-wide casement windows for a total of 53. 

The good news is that the sprinkler system is up and running great. Also, our 
four bluebird chicks are flying free. The daycare children have named the par-
ents as Fred and Rosie, chicks as Diamond, Lulu, Polly and John. We look for-
ward to them returning next year. 

Many thanks to Bob Alexander for cutting down and removing all the over-
grown tree branches on our south front fence and to Keith Ehrenberg for 
continuing to work on our water lines and removing small trees growing in 
our bushes with a tow line from his truck. 

Property Team: Keith Ehrenberg, Joe Gartner, LuVerne Erickson & Tom 
Wiblishauser    Submitted by Tom Wiblishauser 

Thank you to all who donated school supplies and back packs.  As of this 
writing, the backpack distribution is happening so the total results are not yet 
known. 

The food shelf continues to operate at record levels.  Once again July was a 
new record for serving 2,082 families in the month, breaking the record set 
the previous month.  The demand for food is increasing and we appreciate all 
the food and cash donations from Holy Nativity members. 

Looking ahead, there is one Produce Distribution for the month on Tuesday, 
September 15th..  On Saturday, October 3rd, PRISM will host its annual block 
party, called the PRISM Palooza.  There will be food, fun, games and music. 

The donation focus for September is rice and canned proteins like tuna and 
chicken. 

We still need volunteers, and not just for the food shelf itself.  We also need 
volunteers for the Pop-up events and Produce Distributions.  If you have some 
spare time and like the idea of giving back to the community, we could use 
your help.  Our volunteers are of all ages, from teenagers to people in their 
80‘s.  Most of the work is not physically demanding.  We have a need for peo-
ple in the food shelf, reception and the thrift shop.  If you can help, please 
contact the volunteer manager, Liam Boris at 763-432-4230 or 
lboris@prismmpls.org.  We also have opportunities for organizations to bring 
in a group of volunteers, like Boy Scouts, etc., for a single event. 

mailto:lboris@prismmpls.org


Continued Next Page  

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council    Tuesday, August 18, 2026 (unapproved summary) 

Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 7:05pm 
Opening Prayer: Lori 
Council Devotions: Keith 
Secretary’s Report/Reminders:  

Review July minutes.  M/S/Approved. 
We received thank-you notes from Avenues for Youth, Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota, and Taste of the 

‘Burbs. 

Income is not keeping up with expenses.  We are currently about $25,000 over budget, though spending has been as 
expected.  There are some pledges that have not been fulfilled, but some of those tend to come in later in the year.  
The finance committee is considering next steps if the deficit continues.  They ask that if you are behind in your pledges 
and are able to catch up, please do so. 
OLD BUSINESS/REMINDERS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/UPDATES: 
Congregational Response to Racial Injustice  
      Reconciling in Christ/Reconciling Works: 
            August 25th at 6:30pm - viewing of the documentary “1946: The Mistranslation that Shifted Culture” in the Fel-

lowship Hall. The documentary explores how the word “homosexual” first came to be used in Bible transla-
tions and the resulting cultural impact. Bring a comfy chair and a snack to share.  Valley of Peace has been 
invited to this event as well. 

       Jane will be having a discussion at Sarah Circle about the RIC work in the fall. 
       We decided to delay the finalization and sharing of a welcoming statement. In May of 2027 we will reassess and 

push it to either January or May of 2028. 
       A Saturday Bible Study will be held throughout the program year on Bible passages that have caused harm to the 

LGBTQIA+ community.  The first meeting date in October is pending.  
       There will be four Adult Forums throughout the year.  Each will be held during the usual Adult Forum time after 

worship, as well as repeated on a Wednesday evening in the hope that everyone who is interested can 
attend.  The first session, “Bias and Its Impact,” will be held on Sunday, October 11 and Wednesday, October 
21. 

        The next committee meeting will be held in September.  Final date TBD due to Valley of Peace’s availability.  Valley 
of Peace will share what they found helpful during their three-year-long process. 

Racial Justice Liaisons: 
         Last meeting was held July 28 at Diamond Lake Lutheran.  The fall meeting will build on the work from the sum-

mer meeting, and hopefully have good progress on a statement. 



Council Minutes Continued  

Wildfire Events: 
Meetings are on the third Thursday!  Tell a pastor if you are interested in attending and sharing info with Holy Nativity! 

The next meeting is September 24 at 5:30 pm at First Lutheran of Crystal and is a potluck. 
VBS happened and went well!  Consider signing up your children to attend and signing up to help next year. 
Wildfire talk on Thursday, September 24 at 7:00pm at First Lutheran Church of Crystal: Faith and Politics  
Wildfire talk on Thursday, October 22 at 7:00pm at First Lutheran Church of Crystal: The Rise of Christian Nationalism 
God’s Work, Our Hands will be held on November 14 at Holy Nativity and will be done with other Wildfire churches. 
Kairos Engagement:  
Missional Narrative: The finalized Missional Narrative was shared with the Council.  This is the culmination of the inter-

views with Jeff and the committee work. During the next four Sundays, lay committee members will share their 
thoughts on topics included in the Missional Narrative during worship instead of a message by a Pastor.  Videos 
will also be shared and put on the website to show who we are to people who might be considering attending Ho-
ly Nativity.  The Missional Narrative will be shared in the September Tidings. 

Capital Campaign:  
Launch Date: October 11 
Capital Campaign Items 

Things that have been mentioned before: windows, pew modifications, bathroom renovations, air conditioning,  
       organ, office technology refresh, retiring mortgage, building reserves, benevolence. 
Other ideas -We could retroactively fund the gutter repairs. 
Welcoming fund to live out missional narrative. 
Blinds for the windows in the sanctuary have been funded by a generous donation. 
We may reframe this as a Missional Campaign, as a way of living out the Missional Statement. 

ISAIAH: 
Sophie Smith is our new liaison and would be happy to speak with you if you are interested in ISAIAH.  She works 

with Ben Whalen, our former contact. 
There is an Advanced Leader Training this Saturday for lay people to plan and train for strategies leading up to and 

after the election.  10:00am-2:00pm in Bloomington. 
Pastor Jason is going to attend a national clergy training event this week. 
There is a clergy defense training in September that Pastor Erica and Pastor Jason will both attend. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Kickoff Sunday 

September 13 is Kickoff Sunday.   There will be hot dogs, hamburgers, and an ice cream truck (free).  Please bring 
a side (not dessert) to share.  There will be lawn games and other fun activities.  Parish Life and Fellowship, 
and the staff, are going to organize games and food preparation and cleanup. 

PASTORS’ REPORTS: 
Pastor Jason R. Wahlstrom 

Average attendance for July was 70. In 2025, July average was 65.   YTD 2026: 99    YTD 2025: 104 
The Child Care Center continues to run smoothly. 
I’ll be attending a three-day national clergy training with ISAIAH August 19-21 in Bloomington. 
Join me for Happy Hour on Wednesday, August 26, 4:30-7:00pm, at Wicked Wort Brewing in Robbinsdale. 
The youth trip to Oklahoma went very well. Some of the Wildfire congregations are planning on attending the ELCA 

Youth Gathering together next summer. 
Wendy is working on turning the Sunday School storage room into a dedicated Sunday School classroom, as well as 

some updates to the youth room. Consider dedicating some money (up to $1,500) from undesignated memori-
al funds.   M/S/Approved to take up to $1,500 from the Undesignated Memorial Funds to buy furniture and 
other classroom needs.  

We continue to work to figure out the Xcel billing as regards the solar panels. 
Pastor Erica Bryerwell 

There has been a campaign for a Welcome Fund for mutual aid for new immigrants through the Minneapolis Area 
Synod.  M/S/Approved to donate $1500 from the Estate Gifts-Benevolence to this Welcome Fund. 

The Prayground has been used during a few special events and on Sundays.  Materials related to worship will be 
more available once Sunday School starts. 

Closing Prayer: Ted 
M/S/Approved to adjourn at 8:48pm 





Worship Assistants 
Ushers 

September 6    Bruce Johnson 
                            Terri Johnson 
                            Phillip Kayser 
                            Sandra Stenzel 
  
September 13   Bruce Johnson 
                            Terri Johnson 
                            Phillip Kayser 
                         Ben Langland-Johnson 

September 20   Harper Chamberlain 
                            Jane Rupprecht 
                            Mark Kohls 
                            Kristan Kohls  
 
September 27   Harper Chamberlain 
                            Jane Rupprecht 
                            Mark Kohls 
                            Kristan Kohls 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 6   Keith Ehrenberg 
 
September 13    Kristen Chamberlain 
 
September 20    Jana Roiger 
             
September  27    Kari Johnson 
 
 

 

Scripture Readers 

September 6   Verne Erickson 
 
September 13  Alice Loddigs 
 
September 20  Chris Cerra 
 
September 27  Maxine Peterson 
 
 
 

Greeters 

September 6    Delphine Arme 
                            Martha Eklund 
  
September 13 David Thomas-Jensen 
                            Tifini Thomas-Jensen 
                             
September 20 Becky Nichols 
                             Eloise NIchols 
 
September 27    Phillip Kayser 
                              Kathryn Smrekar 
 
 
 
 

Social Hour Hosts 

September 6   Karen Gaasland 
                              Karen Leverson 
    
September 13  Joseph Kubly 
                              Connie Toavs 
        
September 20  Grace Folkerds 
                              Sandra Stenzel 
 
September 27  Beth Demarest 
                              Noya Woodrich 
 
                                                      
                            
 

Communion Assistants 

September 6   Kristen Chamberlain 
 
September 13  Cresta Hubert 
 
September 20    
 
September 27    
 
 
 

Cantors 

Please Note... 
If you are unable to serve at the 

worship time(s) you’ve been  
scheduled, please find someone to  
replace  or switch with you, then 
notify the church office to tell us 
of the change.  If you have any 
questions, please let us  know.  

Thank you for your help! 
Church Office: 
763-545-1647 

 
 

PLEASE SIGN UP!!
     
 
 
 
 

Acolytes 

CHECK THE OTHER SIDE FOR 

THE MONTHLY CALENDAR! 



CALENDAR  
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Holy Nativity Lutheran Church, ELCA 
3900 Winnetka Avenue North 
New Hope, Minnesota 55427 
(763) 545-1647  Fax: 763-545-8339 
Email: office@holynativity.net 
Web site: www.holynativity.net 

HOLY NATIVITY STAFF 
Pastor Jason Wahlstrom (H) 763-767-3051 
 pastorjason@holynativity.net 
Pastor Erica Bryerwell                                    612-293-8028 
                                                 pastorerica@holynativity.net 
Iver Hubert Director of Music Ministry 
 iver@holynativity.net 
Lisa Stockert Organist/Communications Coordinator 
 lisa@holynativity.net 
Linda Lien Congregational Care Coordinator 
 and Funeral Preparation Coordinator 
 linda@holynativity.net 
Wendy Grimes           Director of Children, Youth &  
                                                                     Family Ministries 
                                                     wendy.grimes@yahoo.com 
Kara Holt Financial Coordinator  
 karaholt@msn.com 
Tom Wiblishauser Custodian 
 twiblishauser@comcast.net 
Kari Johnson                           Day-Of-Funeral Coordinator   
                                                   karijohnson1@hotmail.com 
Tyler Toavs Kitchen Coordinator 
Amy Laite Sunday Nursery Coordinator 
 amyjoshdmlr@hotmail.com 
Brittany Anderson Childcare Director 
 (HNCCCC Office) 763-591-0681 
 holynativitycccc@gmail.com  
General Message office@holynativity.net 
                                                                             763-545-1647 

Our Mission 
“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity 

Lutheran Church is a welcoming community 
dedicated to helping all know God’s love 
through worship, service and fellowship.” 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


