
 

 

Nineteenth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 

 
 

Matthew 21:33-46 

Jesus tells a parable to the 

religious leaders who are 

plotting his death, 

revealing that their plans 

will, ironically, bring about 
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Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity! 

 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church 

3900 Winnetka Avenue North, New Hope, MN 55427 

Phone: 763-545-1647 | Website: www.holynativity.net 

Email: office@holynativity.net 

 

Our Mission & Ministry:   

 

“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity Lutheran Church is a welcoming community 

dedicated to helping all know God’s love through worship, service, and fellowship.” 

 

Join Us for Worship! 

• Sunday Worship: 9:30 AM 

• Livestream: Watch on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/@holynativitynewhope  

• Nursery: Available during worship for families with children ages 3 & under  

Candle-Lighting & Prayground Areas  

You’re welcome to light a candle in our quiet prayer area as a sign of hope or remembrance. 

Our Prayground provides quiet activities for young children during worship. A parent or 

guardian stays with their child while in this space. 

Wildfire Ministry 

Holy Nativity is part of Wildfire, a collaboration of 8 ELCA churches located in adjoining 

communities that join together to provide ministry and serve our joint congregations, the 

community and the world.  

Staff Members: 

Rev. Jason Wahlstrom Senior Pastor 

Rev. Erica Bryerwell Associate Pastor 

Iver Hubert Director of Music & Worship 

Lisa Stockert Organist & Communications Coordinator 

Linda Lien Congregational Care Coordinator  

Wendy Grimes Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministries 

Tom Wiblishauser Custodial Care & Activity Set-Up 

Kara Holt Financial Coordinator 

Amy Laite Sunday Nursery Coordinator  

Tawn Hanson Wedding Coordinator 

Kari Johnson Funeral Coordinator 

Tyler Toavs Kitchen Coordinator 

Brittany Anderson Director of Week-Day Childcare Center 

(hncccc.org) 

 

Worship “Stream” Team: 

Mark Chamberlain | Harper Chamberlain | Andrew Kubly 

Chris Daniels | Isaac Daniels | Mark Kohls 

http://www.holynativity.net/
mailto:office@holynativity.net
https://www.youtube.com/@holynativitynewhope
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O R D E R    F O R    W O R S H I P 

 
“The rulers who sow the seeds of hatred in the land will die of poisoned fruit in the end.”  

-Mwanandeke Kindembo 

 

W E     P R E P A R E    F O R    W O R S H I P 
This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray, and reflect on why we are here. 

As a courtesy to those around you, we ask that you silence your cell phones and electronic devices. 

 

 

GATHERING MUSIC           

    “All Things Bright and Beautiful” & “For the Beauty of the Earth”                              Kolander/Wold                 
 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

INVOCATION                                                                                                        

P:  We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   (P-Pastor, C-Congregation)    

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth. 

C: Amen. 

P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Compassionate God, 

C: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts. 

Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps 

us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts 

back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy 

people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no 

condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of 

grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

W E    P R A I S E    G O D  

 

GATHERING HYMN                      “O God, Who Gives Us Life”                   All Creation Sings #1086 

(please stand as you are able)                       

  

GREETING     

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all…   Congregation: And also with you. 
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KYRIE                                                                               Red Hymnal Pg. 138     
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                  “This is the Feast”                                  Red Hymnal Pg. 140 

1 & 3 High Voices, 2 & 4 Low Voices 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:   The Lord be with you.  

C:   And also with you. 

P:   Let us pray together: (unison) Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us 

by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful 

guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. (please be seated) 
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ANTHEM                              “Prayer of St. Francis (from Animal Requiem)”               Rachel Fuller 
                                                  Nativity Ensemble 

 

Make me a channel of your peace. Where there is hatred let me sow your love. 

Where there is pain, your comfort Lord, where there is doubt, true faith in you. 

 

Make me a channel of your peace. Where there’s despair in life let me bring hope. 

Where there is darkness let me bring your light, Where there is sadness, ever joy. 

 

Oh grant that I may never seek to be consoled as to console,  

to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love with all my soul. 

 

Make me a channel of your peace. In forgiving, we are forgiven. 

In giving to all that we receive, in dying we are born to eternal life. 

 

Oh grant that I may never seek to be consoled as to console,  

to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love with all my soul. 

 

(also see info about anthem on page 13) 

 

G O D ’ S   W O R D   I S   R E A D   A N D   P R O C L A I M E D 

 

FIRST READING                                                          Isaiah 5:1-7 
The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and Israel. In this song Israel 

is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth 

“rotten grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected. 

 1 I will sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a 

very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones and planted it with choice vines; he built a 

watchtower in the midst of it and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded 

rotten grapes. 

 3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 4 What 

more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why 

did it yield rotten grapes? 

 5 And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be 

devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6 I will make it a wasteland; it shall 

not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds 

that they rain no rain upon it. 

 7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his 

cherished garden; he expected justice but saw bloodshed; righteousness but heard a cry! 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
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PSALM 80:7-15 (tone 2) (sung responsively, L = leader, C = congregation)   

 
               (first line of each verse)                                      (second line of each verse) 

 

L: 7 Restore us, O | God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

C:    8 You have brought a vine | out of Egypt; 

  you cast out the nations and | planted it. 

L: 9 You cleared the | ground for it; 

  it took root and | filled the land. 

C: 10 The mountains were covered | by its shadow 

  and the towering cedar trees | by its boughs.  

L: 11 You stretched out its tendrils | to the sea 

  and its branches | to the river. 

C: 12 Why have you broken | down its wall, 

  so that all who pass by pluck | off its grapes? 

L: 13 The wild boar of the forest has | ravaged it, 

  and the beasts of the field have | grazed upon it. 

C: 14 Turn now, O | God of hosts, 

  look | down from heaven; 

L: 15 behold and | tend this vine; 

  preserve what your right | hand has planted.  

 

SECOND READING                                   Philippians 3:4b-14 
Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison to the right 

relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to 

press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ. 

[Paul writes:] 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the 

eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to 

the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.  
7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8 More than that, I 

regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake 

I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and 

be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes 

through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the 

power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11 if 

somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.  12 Not that I have already obtained this or have 

already reached the goal, but I press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 
13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: 

forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal, 

toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL VERSE                               “Alleluia”                                       Red Hymnal Pg. 142 

(please stand as you are able) 

 
 

GOSPEL READING                                     Matthew 21:33-46 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Matthew… Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 

around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went away. 
34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35 But the 

tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, 

more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. 37 Then he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They 

will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; 

come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and 

killed him. 40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They 

said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who 

will give him the produce at the harvest time.”  
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has 

become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’?  
43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that 

produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone 

on whom it falls.”   
45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about 

them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 

 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord…   Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.    (please be seated) 

 

SERMON                                              “Responding to the Gift”                            Rev. Jason Wahlstrom 

 

MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.) 

 

W E    R E S P O N D 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                             “Christ Is the Life”                              All Creation Sings #927 
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APOSTLES’ CREED                                                      Red Hymnal Pg. 105 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(After each prayer petition… P:  Lord, in your mercy,   C:  hear our prayer.) 

 

THE PEACE    P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always…     C:  And also with you. 

 

OFFERING/CHILDREN’S TIME               

 (If you are worshiping at home, you are invited to mail or drop off your offering, or donate online – go 

to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” Thank you!) 

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE                  “Let the Vineyards”                                        Red Hymnal #182 

(please stand as you are able) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://holynativity.net/
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                       Red Hymnal Pg. 144 

 
 

Pastor: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                         Red Hymnal Pg. 144 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                                                                     Red Hymnal Pg. 145 

P:…For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes.  (ALL SING) 
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P:…To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and 

forever.  (ALL SING) 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen.  (please be seated) 

            

DISTRIBUTION                ~This sacrament is open to ALL who gather here~ 

~Proceed forward via the center aisle~ 

~Pre-filled glasses contain juice; empty glasses will be filled by our servers~ 

~Gluten-free wafers are available beside the prefilled and empty glasses~ 

~Take your places around the altar to receive the bread and wine (kneel or stand)~ 

~Return via the side aisles and place your empty glasses in the baskets provided~ 

~If you wish to receive communion in your pew, please notify an usher or pastor~ 

 

If you are worshiping at home, you are invited to share Holy Communion in your homes, saying, 

“The body of Christ, given for you,” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you,” 

as you distribute the bread and wine. 

 

LAMB OF GOD                                            Red Hymnal Pg. 146    
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS       

   

           “Just As I Am, without One Plea”                                                                         Red Hymnal #592 

                                                                             

                   “Jesus Loves Me!”                                                                                        Red Hymnal #595 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER                                        Red Hymnal Pg. 146 

 

BENEDICTION  

P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us, and the presence of God watch 

over and protect us.  For wherever we are, our God is also there.  We close as we began, in the name 

of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.       C:   Amen 

 

MISSION HYMN                    “All Creatures, Worship God Most High”                    Red Hymnal #835 

(please stand as you are able) 
 

DISMISSAL    

P: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

SENDING MUSIC                                 “Earth and All Stars”                                         Wayne L. Wold                    
 

 
 

Notes on today’s anthem - A description of Animal Requiem and some thoughts about it from Rachel 

Fuller: 

  

Animal Requiem’ is a memorial for all animals across the world, helping raise awareness for the 

present suffering of animals affected by cruelty, negligence or abuse of any kind. It was written by 

composer Rachel Fuller, comments Fuller: “I composed the Animal Requiem for all of us who have lost 

a much beloved pet – the pain we feel is equal to the love we felt for them. With this music, I honour and 

remember all the animals I have loved and lost. All their lives have had an extraordinary impact on 

mine and I am forever grateful. 

 

The requiem has been created for every person who is passionate about animal welfare, who believes in 

a world where animals are treated with kindness and compassion, and that each and every life is a 

valuable one. 

 

Also, Rachel Fuller is married to Pete Townshend of The Who 
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WEEKLY  INFORMATION 

Sunday, October 4th    

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30am Worship w/Communion 

10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:45am Education 

12:00pm Blessing of the Animals 

12:00 – 3:00pm Life Sanctuary Church 

Thursday, October 8th     

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

9:00am Quilters 

 

 

 

6:00pm Fellowship Hall reserved 

Monday, October 5th      

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

5:30pm Centering Prayer 

7:00pm Scouts 

Friday, October 9th    

Office Hours 9:00am – 1:00pm 

 

5:00pm – 8:00pm Life Sanctuary Church 

Tuesday, October 6th    

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

10:00am Bible Study 

3:00pm Staff Meeting 

6:15pm Treble Tones 

6:30pm Game Night – “Spooky and Kookie” 

7:00pm Treble Tones 

Saturday, October 10th    

9:00am – 1:00pm Fellowship Hall reserved 

Wednesday, October 7th       

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

9:30am Lounge reserved 

 

 

 

6:30pm Confirmation 

7:00pm Nativity Choir 

Sunday, October 11th    

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost & Capital 

Campaign Appeal Launch 

9:30am Worship w/Communion 

10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:45am Education 

11:30am Quarterly Ministry Teams with Lunch 

12:00 – 3:00pm Life Sanctuary Church 

PRISM – Our focus for October is: winter coats, hats and gloves, in addition to pasta and pasta sauce. 

October’s Mission Offering is designated to ELCA World Hunger 

 

TODAY: 

 

 
 

Education is at 10:45am!  

• Sunday Forum takes place in the worship area. The Reconciling in Christ team will host its 

first of four Adult Forums this year today. We will be viewing a 30 minute long video on Bias 

and Its Impact. The video will invite us to explore how bias impacts welcome, creativity, and 

innovation for our lives and ministries. After viewing the video we will have some discussion. 

There will be another opportunity to view the video and discuss on Wednesday, October 21st at 

5:45pm.  

• Youth Forum takes place in the youth room/annex  

• Sunday School will be in the new Sunday School room. 
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Blessing of the Animals is today at 12:00pm! St. Francis of Assisi Day is also today - He was an 

Italian friar who believed that nature and its creatures were a reflection of God, and that it was our duty 

to protect and enjoy them. Bring your pets today at 12:00pm and we will bless them on the patio. Kids – 

feel free to bring a stuffed animals. Also, if you wish, you may bring pet treats to share! 

 

THIS WEEK: 

 

Board Game Night is on the first Tuesday of the month from 6:30–9:30pm and returns October 6th with 

October’s theme, Spooky and Kookie—a night of monsters, mysteries, and mischievous fun in the 

Fellowship Hall. Featured games include Betrayal at the House on the Hill, Horrified: Universal & 

American Monsters, Clue: Scooby-Doo Edition, Mysterium, Zombie Dice, Clank! Catacombs, Gloom, 

and Don’t Go In There. Or bring your own! Free to attend and open to all ages, it’s a great chance to 

enjoy fall-themed games, friendly competition, and time together—bring a snack, bring a friend, or just 

bring yourself. 

 

OTHER NEWS AND EVENTS… 

 

The next Ministry Teams Quarterly Meeting with Lunch is next Sunday, October 11th at 11:30am. 

Ministry teams - join us! 

 

October’s Mission Support is ELCA World Hunger. 

ELCA World Hunger walks alongside congregations across the United States, Puerto Rico, the U.S. 

Virgin Islands, Lutheran churches worldwide and trusted partners. Your gift fund clinics, microloans, 

clean water, livestock, meals and advocacy —sustainable solutions that address root causes of hunger. 

And the situation is dire. One in 11 people, about 720 million, are hungry. ELCA World Hunger 

believes that, as ELCA members, they are called to respond, roll up their sleeves and get to work. God 

provides daily bread; ELCA World Hunger helps ensure it reaches every table, with compassion, 

courage, and faithful action. 

 

Families with young children are always welcome to stay together in worship, but a couple of optional 

spaces are also available if needed. You are welcome to use the Prayground near the altar as long as you 

stay with your child, or you may drop off (or stay with your) children under age 3 in our staffed nursery. 

 

Capital Campaign Info: Our capital campaign kicks off next Sunday, October 11th during worship and 

fellowship time. The money pledged during this appeal will pay for improvements to our church, such as 

new windows and remodeling the restrooms, replenish reserves for unplanned property expenses, 

support a Minneapolis synod welcoming fund to help immigrants, and establish an account from which 

grants will be given for future ideas. The annual stewardship appeal will be combined with the capital 

campaign this year. Pledge cards will be returned during the November 1st worship service. Thank you 

for your support! 
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Trunk or Treat is back this year on Saturday, October 24th from 10:30am – 12:00pm! 

Free hot dog lunch, free iced coffee, and bouncy house! Please sign up to provide a 

trunk, candy and/or help here: https://bit.ly/4cZUrx1 or by scanning the QR code.    

 

 

 

Christmas Wreath Sale: Support our Scout Troop! Holy Nativity, once again this year our scouts 

will be selling wreaths in the narthex from now until November 1st. Please support Evan, Jimmy, and 

Isaac with their scouting efforts by purchasing your Christmas wreath from them. Please have payment 

ready at the time of order, cash or check. Wreaths should be ready for pickup 11/29 and 12/6. Any 

questions, reach out to Chris Daniels. Thank you for your support of scouts! 

 

Altar flowers: If you are interested in signing up for altar flowers for a Sunday, the sign-up sheet is on 

the wall across from the office. Cost is $30 for a bouquet which is provided by Cardell Floral. Flowers 

can be in honor or memory of someone or something which we will include in the bulletin. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing financial support of Holy Nativity! If you’re worshiping 

from home, you can give by mailing your offering to 3900 Winnetka Ave N, New Hope, 

MN 55427; donating online through the “Make Donation” link at holynativity.net or by 

scanning this QR code; or contacting the office to request a Simply Giving form for 

automatic withdrawals. 

 

People & needs to keep in your prayers this week: 

Bruce Spande, Barb Johnson, Pat Manning, Alice Evans 

 

If you have a prayer request or update, or wish to be added to our prayer group, 

please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or office@holynativity.net. 

 

Thank you to today’s worship assistants!  

Council Host Lori Cowman 

Cantor Brian Johnson 

Greeter Dorothy Jorenby 

Scripture Reader Kari Johnson 

Ushers Becky Massop, Sarah Monner,  

Jana Roiger, Don Van Heel 

Communion Assistants Nancy Van Heel, Noya Woodrich 

Social Hour/Coffee Hosts Dean & Jan Birkholz 

Altar Guild Ann Wahlstrom, Nora Leverson 

Nursery Care Heidi Baker 

Acolyte Rina Maxwell, Veta Maxwell 

Stream Team Mark Chamberlain 

Music and lyrics reprinted/streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-743263 and/or CCLI 

#22417359. Psalm tone, images and liturgy content © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Worship.  

Used with permission under Augsburg Fortress license #100-199. 

https://bit.ly/4cZUrx1
mailto:office@holynativity.net

